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1o all whom % may concern,:

Be it known that we, Coakees JuNgiNs
aud Asranpa A, JENKINS, citizens of the
United States, residing at Philadelphia, in
the county of Philadelphia and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Tmprovements in Life-Boats, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to improvements’ in
life boats, and has for an object to provide
a plurality of nested boats spaced apart for
the accommodation of seats, oars and the
like.

A further object is to provide a plu-
rality of lite boats which will not take up
any more rcom on the deck of a ship than
one life boat, yet will provide room for many
times the namber of people.

A further object is to provide a life hoat
preferably constructed of sheet metal and

having stays to brace the same, which will’

produce a light, yet durable and steady boat.

With these and cther objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction and combinations and ar-
rangements of parts as will be more fully
hereinafter deseribed and pointed ont in the

. claims.

In the accompanying d awings: [igure 1,
Is a view in side ¢levation illustrating onr
tmproved nested boats in position on the
deck of a ship. Tig. 2, is a top plan view
of the boats.  Fig. 3, is a view in cross sec-
tion on the line 83—3 of Fig. 2. Tig. 4, is a
view in cross section of one of the boats re-
moved.  TFig. 5, is a similar view illust at-
ing a modification.

1, represents a ship and 2 the davits piv-
oted in the bearings 3. On the deck of the
ship 1 are blocks 4, and these blocks sup-
port our improved nested lifo boats 5, one
inside the other. We have illust ated i
this instance four of these boats bl we
weuld have it understood that we do not
limit olrselves in this respect as we might
use more or less, ’

Each of our improved life hoats 5 com-
prises a shell preferably constricted of sheot
metal, shaped as shown, and the boats of a
set are of slightly different sizes so that one
will fit into another as clearly shown in
Iigs. 2 aud 8. Avound the edge of the beat.
Brace bars 6 ure secnred and af intervals
against the inner face of the sides and bof.
tom, angle iron baurs 7 are secured and
strengthon the shell.

The keel 8 of each hoat is formed by Dheyd-
ing downwardly the sheet metal of the shell,
whereby the upper portion 9 of the keel is
hollow and of general V-shape, so that the
keel of the boat above will fit therein and
be guided therein in nesting the boats, ag
shown most clearly in [ig. 3. ’

Bach boat 35 is supported on its kee] 8
and held by bars 6 and 7 of the boat below
so that a space is provided between the boats
to accommodate seats 10 and .oaps 11 Of
course, it is not necessury to remove the seats
of the upper boat, and in this bLoat. kegs of
water 12 and hoxes of food 18 ape placed in
suflicient quantitios to provide for all the
occupants of the boats.

In Fig. 3 we have tHustrated a slight modi-
fication in which the Tife bont (4 i made of
corvugated metal, hut otherwise fhe con-
struction is the sanie and we have appiied
the same reference charnctors throughout,

For purposes of strength, the keel 8 s
preferably made with an internal strengih-
ening bar 18, .

The boats ave lowered from the daviis 2
by the ordinary ropes 15 having hooked ends
16 to engage in rings 17 on the ends of the
boats, the top hoat being lowered first with
its quota of water, food, and passengers, and

while one beat is being owered, the seats,
oars, water and food are heing arranged in
the next hoat so that no time is lost. Tn this

manner any number of life bon(s may he
lowered requiring no more men to operate
them than to lower one hoat. IFurthermere
they require no more roon: on the deek of o
boat than one life hout, vel will secommo-
date o proportionately areater number of
people. Tt will be further noted that with
our arrangement eof nested hoals, seareely
any more vesistanee is oflered {o the wing
than_with one life hoat. and (herofope the
speed of the ship will not be diminished bo-
eause of a larger yumber of life boats on
board,

While we have deseribed a metal boat, we
do not limit ourselves to sueh material noy
to the precise details set forth, but consider
onrselves at liberty to make such changes
and alterations as fairly fall within the
spirit and scope of the appended claims,

Having thus described onr in vention, what
we elain as new aud desive 16 soenre Ly T.et-
ters Patent iy 4

L "Phe combination of 4 bty of nest-
ed Boads, each boat comprising u shell
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formed from a single sheet of metal, a keel

" integral with the boat, a portion of said keel

10

- Vishaped to receive the keel of another boat,

longitudinal brace bars at the inner edge of
each boat, and angle iron bars secured to
the inner face of the sides and bottom of
each boat, each boat fitting into the next
laiger boat below, and supported on the bars
therein, whereby a space is formed between
the sides-and bottoms of the boats, substan-
tially ‘as described,

* 9,”The combination of a plurality of nest-

-ed boa@\*; - each boat comprising a shell

formed#from a single sheet of metal, a keel
integral with the boat, a portion of said keel
V-shaped to receive the keel of another boat,

.the remaining portion” of the keel formed

of two thickneésses of metal bent back upon
each other, longitudinal brace bars at the
inner edge of each boat, and angle iron bars
secured to the inner face of the sides and
bottom of -each boat, each boat fitting into
the next larger boat below, and supported
on the bars therein, for the accommodation
of seats and oars, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have signed our

names to this specifieation in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. Co
CHARLES JENKINS.
AMANDA- A. JENKINS.
Witnesses: o
Cuas. E. Ports, -
R. H. KRENKEL.
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