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T'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lours C. Brown, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Sasakwa, in the county of Feminole, and
State of Oklahoma, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Game Ap-
pliances, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

This invention relates to game appliances
and more particularly to a ball catching and
throwing stick or club adapted to be em-
ploved, with the requisite degree of skill, in
catching a ball in its flight and throwing the
same.

One of the primary objects of the present
invention is to provide an appliance for the
purpose stated which may be conveniently
shaped from an integral piece of wood and
completed in its structure by the use of
leather thongs in such manner that it will
withstand the effects of rough handling to
which it is subjected in use.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the appli-
ance embodying the invention;

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the catch-
ing and throwing end of the appliance;

TFigure 8 is a rear elevation of said end;

Figure 4 is a side elevation of said end.

The appliance comprises a handle indi-
cated in general by the numeral 1 and a ball
catching and throwing head indicated in
general by the numeral 2, and the said
handle may be of any desired cross sectional
shape and dimensions and of any desired
length. The appliance. except for certain
thongs which are emploved, is preferably
fashioned from a sinele piece of wood of the
requisite length and for this purpose any
tough and suitably hard wood may be em-
ployed such for example as hickory or well-
seasoned pecan. Having selected the piece
of wood of requisite lenoth, the handle 1 is
first fashioned, and then the selected stock
is thinned from a point indicated hy the
numeral 8 in the drawings to the adjacent
extremity of the stock so that for this por-
tion of its length the stock will be substan-
tially of strip-like form. Also in the prep-
aration of the stock the handle 1 inwardly
of the point 3 is cut awav at one side as in-
dicated by the numeral 4, and the terminal
portion of the strip-like part of the stock is
left slightly thicker than the remaining
portion and is suitably shaped to a contour
such that when the strip-like portion of the

stock is looped or bowed upon itself as indi-
cated in the several figures of the drawings,
this terminal portion which is indicated by
the numeral 5 may be disposed in the recess
or cut away portion 4 of the handle and will
fill the same and conform to the general sur-
face shape of the handle. In order to se-
cure the terminal portion 5 in position
against the handle, a thong 6 of leather
or any other suitable material is wrapped

about the parts any desired number of times:
and its ends are secured in any suitable and-
well-known manner. Preferably the termi--

nal portion 5 is notched upon its rounded
outer surface as indicated hy the numeral 7
so that the turns or wrappings of the thong
6 may engage in this notch and in this man-
ner anchor the terminal portion so that the
same cennot slip from engagement against
the cut-away portion of the handle 1.

The hend 2 is formed by bending the strip-
like portion of the stock upon itself in the
manner above explained and this head is of
the general omen elliptical form shown in
the drawings and comprises side portions 8
and a relatively broad curved major end or
connecting portion 9, the said portions 8
being brought together substantially at the
point 3 to form the minor or narrow end of
the head and heing united at this point by a
thong which is wrapped a number of times
about the said portions 8 as indicated by the
numeral 10. The side portions 8 are prefer-
ably given a slight longitudinal curvature
as shown in Tigure 4 of the drawings, so
that the broader end of the head is turned
slightly in a forward direction as indicated
by the numeral 11, and the side portions 8
of the head are somewhat distorted, as best
shown in Figures 2 and 3 of the drawings,
so that the opening defined by the head is
wider at the front than at the rear, the said
portions 8 throughout the greater part of
their Jength cccupying forwardly diverging
planes. Thus an approximately spoon-
shaped head is provided, and in order to
provide a catching and retaining surface
within the opening of the head, the thong
10, when first assembled with the head, is
laced through openings 12 formed in the
portion 9 of the head, and the two strands
are then arranged in crossed relation as in-
dicated by the numeral 18, within the wider
portion of the head, after which the strands
are led behind the rear edges of the side
portions 8 of the head and threaded through
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openings 14 formed in these said portions,
the strands being again crossed, as indi-
cated by the numeral 15, at the narrow end
of the opening and again led behind the
rear edges of the portion 8 and then
wrapped about these portions substantially
at the point 3 in the manner previously ex-
plained and as indicated by the numeral 10.

The stick or club above described may be
employed, by the exercise of gkill, in cateh-

ing a ball in its head, and a ball so caught

may be cast or thrown by swinging the stick

" or club.
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Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

t. A game appliance comprising a handle
formed from wood or similar material
thiniied for a portion of its length and hav-
ing its thinned portion looped back upon
itself with its terminal part resting against
one side of the handle and thereby provid-

ing an open substantially elliptical head,

25

and a thong secured about the handle and
about the said terminal part.
2. A game appliance comprising a handle

formed from wood or similar material
thinnéd for a portion of its length and
having its thinned portion looped back upon
itself and with its terminal part resting
against one side of the handle and thereby
providing an open substantially elliptical
head, and a thong secured about the handle
and about the said terminal part, the termi-
nal part having a notch in its outer side re-
celving the thong. o SR

3. A game appliance comprising a handle
formed from wood or similar material
thinned for a portion of its length and hav-
ing its thinned portion looped back upon
itself and with its terminal part resting
against one side of the handle and thereby
providing an open substantially elliptical
head, a thong secured about the handle dnd
about the said terminal part, and a thong
laced across the opening of the head and se-
cured about the same substantially at its
juncture with the handle.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

LOUIS C. BROWN. [r.s]
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