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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN FRANCISO'BRIEN, 

a subject of the Queen of Great Britain and 
Ireland, residing at Morley's Hotel, London, 
in the county of London, England, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in and Relating to Overshoes, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

and relating to overshoes, and refers particu 
larly to the class of overshoes known as “foot 
holds,” in which the heel portion of the over 
shoe is dispensed with, said footholds being 
provided with a heel-strap or equivalent to 
retain said foothold on the boot; and the es 
pecial objects of my invention are, first, to 
prevent the ingress of water at the shank of 
the foothold, and, second, to prevent the heel 
strap of the foothold sliding down off the 
rear portion of the boot when said foothold 
is being worn, both of which defects apper 
tain to footholds of the hitherto ordinary 
construction. The first defect referred to in 
footholds of the hitherto ordinary make is 
due to the foothold-shank, which when the 
foothold is being worn is in contact with the 
shank of the boot, being caused to move back 
wald and forward on the shank of the boot 
at each step taken by the person wearing said 
foothold, by reason of the boot being bent 
and straightened at each step, the conse 
quence being that in wet weather the water 
is drawn into the foothold on account of said 
reciprocating motion of the foothold-shank, 
as described. The second defect referred to 
in footholds of the hitherto ordinary make 
is due to the fact that the flat surface of the 
heel-strap is, when the foothold is being 
worn, in contact with the flat surface of the 
rear portion of the boot, the frictional con 
tact of said flat surfaces being found insuffi 
cient to retain the strap in position after 
frequent use, and, as the heel-strap becomes 
loose, more water and mud enter the foothold 
at the shank. Both these defects I overcome 
by my invention, as will be hereinafter fully 
described. 
In order that my invention may be readily 

understood, reference is made to the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like letters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts through 
out the several figures, and in which 

Figure 1 represents a sectional side eleva 
tion of a foothold provided with my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 represents a bottom plan view 
of the shank portion of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 rep 
resents an enlarged sectional view of the 
shank of a foothold provided with my im 
proved foothold-shank; and Figs. 4 and 5 
represent a front view and sectional side ele 
vation, respectively, of a portion of a heel 
strap with my heel-strap grip. 

In carrying my invention into practice, I 
provide the shank portion C of a foothold A 
with a preferably rubber tongue or flap B, 
one end of which tongue is cemented or oth 
erwise fixed in a suitable manner under the 
lining c to the sole C of the foothold, or said 
tongue may form an integral part with said 
sole C. The portion b of the tongue B is next 
folded inwardly in a direction toward the sole 
of the foothold and the portion b' at the ex 
treme end of said tongue is folded back to 
ward the rear, the whole tongue, when folded 
as described, approximately representing in 
sectional shape the letter Z, as shown. The 
side edges of the portion b' are cemented or 
otherwise fixed to about the top edges d of 
the sides D of the foothold, as shown, and the 
sides of the portion b° are fixed to the sides 
of the foothold from immediately under the 
portion b' to the lower edges of the heel-strap. 

It is found when a foothold is being worn 
that the lower edge of the sides D and the 
lower edge of the heel-strap E are stretched 
as the foot is bent at each step, but the top 
edges of the side D and heel-strap E are not 
stretched. Consequently no motion will beim 
parted to the portion lo' by the sides D of the 
foothold if it be fixed as described. The shank 
portion a of the foothold is moved backward 
and forward at each step, as above described. 
Consequently the portion b” of the tongue 
which is fixed to said shank is also moved at 
each step, but such motion is prevented from 
being communicated to the portion b' by rea 
son of the portion lb of the tongue acting as 
a hinge, thereby allowing the necessary move 
ment of the shank at C. Without communicat 
ing such motion to the portion b'. 
When my improved foothold is being worn 

the portion b' of the tongue B is in close con 
tact with the shank of the boot, andlinasmuch 
as no motion is imparted to said portion b', 
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as above described, no water is drawn into 
the foothold. The whole of the tongue B may 
be made of unvarnished rubber, or the upper 
surface of the portion b'maybe faced or cov 
ered with a strip of unvarnished rubber, so 
that the contact between said part b' and the 
shank of the boot will be sufficiently close to 
prevent the ingress of Water, and in order to 
further insure that no water shall enter into 
the foothold I prefer to curve the outer edge 
of the portion b', as shown. For the purpose 
of further assisting in keeping the portion b' 
of the tongue B in contact with the shank of 
the boot, I preferably make the sole C of the 
foothold of the shape shown in Fig. 2, so that 
the ends of the heel-strap where they join the 
sole C pass under the tongue B, as shown, 
and thereby raise or lift the tongue B against 
the shank of the boot. 

In order to prevent the heel-strap E slip 
ping off the rear portion of the boot when my 
improved foothold is being worn, Isew or oth 
erwise attach a piece e of preferably unvar 
nished rubber to the inner side of Said heel 
strap. 

shown, and said arched piece e is attached to 
the heel-strap at such a position as to be in 
frictional contact with the rear portion of the 
boot when the foothold is being worn. By 
means of said piece e, which acts as a grip, 
the heel-strap is prevented from slipping down 
off the rear portion of the boot by reason of 
the lower edge e' of my heel-strap gripe be 
ing brought into frictional contact with the 

Said piece e is attached to the heel 
strap in such a manner as to be arched, as 

rear portion of the boot, the arrangement be 
ing such that the heel-strap gripe will curl 
up rather than slip and the frictional contact 
of the heel-strap with the rear portion of the 
boot Will be further increased. 
I wish it to be understood that the joints 

between the different parts of my improved 
Ovel'shoe may be made by cementing, sewing, 
or otherwise, according to requirement. 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In combination with a foot-hold a tongue 
B having a portion b folded inward toward 
the sole and a portion b’ folded outward to. 
ward the rear, the edges of the portion t'be 
ing attached to the top edges of the sides D 
of the foothold, all for the purposes and sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. In a foothold the combination of a tongue 
B having a portion b folded inward toward 
the sole and a portion b' folded outward to 
ward the rear the edges of the portion b'be 
ing attached to the top edges of the sides D 
of the foothold and a heel strap E formed or 
provided with a gripe of unvarnished rubber, 
all for the purposes and substantially as set 
forth. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand in presence of two witnesses. 

JOIN FRANCIS OBRIEN. 
Witnesses: . 

PERCY E. MATTOCKs, 
EDMUND S. SNEWIN. 
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