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This invention relates to inserts for cabinets, 
wall receptacles or recesses, and the like, al 
though, as will hereinafter appear, the invention, 
as to certain of its aspects, provides a novel unit 
which may be secured to the face of a wall or 
other Suitable Support, and more particularly to 
Such an insert to provide a means for carrying 
toilet articles, whether men's or women's, articles 
of medical character, jewelry, or comparable ele 
ments. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
unit of the type characterized which may be 
readily installed in medicine cabinets as con 
ventionally provided in bathrooms, and also 
other comparable cabinets, receptacles, recesses, 
etc. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which is readily 
adaptable to cabinets, receptacles, recesses, etc., 
that vary in width. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which may be 
SO constructed as to be readily applied to medicine 
cabinets of size and construction such as now 
Commonly found in bathrooms. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which is so con 
Structed that, if desired, it may be easily and 
quickly adapted for permanent retention in po 
Sition by screws, tacks, nails or comparable se 
curing elements. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which includes 
improved provisions for securing the unit in po 
Sition under variations of size in the space to 
which it is applied. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which is readily 
Susceptible to variations in detail so that it may 
be adapted for Supporting men's or women's toilet 
articles, as well as other articles commonly kept 
in bathrooms, or articles temporarily deposited 
as an incident to performing the toilet. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unit of the type characterized which is simple 
in construction, inexpensive to fabricate, easy 
to install without especial skill, and flexible in 
its application to a variety of services. 
Other objects will appear as the description of 

the invention proceeds. 
The invention is capable of receiving a variety 

of mechanical expressions some of which by way 
of illustration are shown on the accompanying 
drawings, but it is to be expressly understood 
that the drawings are for purposes of illustra 
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2 
tion only, and are not to be construed as a defini 
tion of the limits of the invention, reference be 
ing had to the appended claims for that purpose. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein the same reference characters are used to 
designate corresponding parts in different figures, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 
of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of another embodi 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of another embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FigS. 4 and 5 are perspective views of yet other 
embodiments of the invention; and 

Fig. 6 is an exploded view of the friction pad 
shown in conjunction with the several embodi 
ments of the invention. 
The unit of the present invention may be made 

of any Suitable material Such as metal, Wood, 
glass, etc., but by preference it is made of a suit 
able plastic which may be readily molded to the 
desired shape and size, Such plastic materials 
having the advantage that they are particularly 
light in Weight and easy to fabricate, and may 
be made transparent So as to simulate glass, or 
opaque, or given different colors to conform with 
Varying color schemes. 
The unit embodying the present invention will 

preferably be made of a plurality of standard sizes 
Such that by Selection of an appropriate size the 
unit can be readily adapted to a wide variety of 
Widths of medicine cabinets, wall receptacles, 
receSSes and the like. The unit embodying the 
present invention may also be made in various 
types appropriate for the various services to be 
performed, as for example types respectively con 
Structed with particular regard to supporting 
toilet articles commonly used by men, with par 
ticular regard to supporting toilet articles com 
monly used by Women, With particular regard to 
Supporting toilet articles commonly used by both 
men and Women, With particular regard to Sup 
porting medicine bottles or other articles com 
monly kept in bathrooms, etc. 
Referring first to the embodiment of Fig. 1, 

the unit is shown as formed in one piece and 
composed of a horizontal portion adapted to 
Serve as a shelf, a narrower horizontal portion 

adapted to serve as a rack, although any suit 
able width may be employed, and a vertical con 
necting portion A2. The rack portion is pro 
vided over any Suitable portion of its length with 
any Suitable number of slots 3, here shown as 
having tapering entrance portions 4 terminating 
in curved supporting portions 15, although any 
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other suitable shape of slot may be used if pre 
ferred, said slots being preferably of different 
sizes and so formed that they are adapted to 
receive and retain various articles Such as Con 
ventionally used by men in Shaving or various 
toilet articles commonly used by ninen Or Women 
or both. Fig. 1 shows the aforesaid slots 3 as 
distributed throughout the length of the rack por 
tion i , but if preferred, the rack proper may 
extend for only a part of the length of portion 
and the remainder of said portion may be used 
for other purposes analogously as shown in the 
embodiment of Fig. 2. Also the upper portion it 
could also if desired be formed at its forward 
edge to provide a rack for any desired portion of 
its length. 
The embodiment of Fig. 1 is preferably of Such 

construction that it may be readily applied to 
the slots or ledges conventionally provided in the 
side wails of standard medicine cabinets, and to 
this end the width of the unit is made to Con 
form with the width of standard medicine cabi 
nets and the shelf portion i at each lateral 
extremity projects horizontally beyond the Ver 
tical portion 2 to provide laterally projecting 
extensions as shown at 6 SO that, upon renov 
ing one or more of the shelves conventionally 
provided in such cabinets the laterally projecting 
portions is may be slid into a pair of the grooves 
or onto a pair of the ledges provided for carrying 
such shelves. Thereby a unit embodying the 
present invention may be readily installed in 
position in place of a shelf or shelves already 
present in the cabinet. 
The unit of Fig. 1 may also be provided On 

the rear face of its vertical portion 2 with One 
or a pair of adjustable slides it having frictional 
elements a carried by right anguiarly extending 
portions 9, each slide it being provided with a 
slot 25 cooperating with a Screw 2 and thumb 
nut 22 whereby each slide may be locked in 
proper position as will appear more fully from 
the more detailed explanation of these adjust 
able slides hereinafter made. Such adjustable 
slides may be used in conjunction with the later 
ally projecting portions S before referred to, So 
that the unit, although carried by Said portions 
i8, may be locked in position to prevent acci 
dental displacement, or they may be used to 
enable the unit to be installed in a Space Whose 
Width exceeds the width of the unit, the Slides 
being removed when the unit fitS Such Space, Or, 
if preferred, the lateral extensionS 6 may be 
omitted and reliance placed Solely on Said Slides 
With their friction elementS for retaining the unit 
in position, all as will appear more fully from 
the discussion of the use of such slide or Slides 
hereinafter made. 
The unit of Fig. 2 comprises a body portion 25, 

Which is shown as of Simple flat construction, 
from which extends at right angles a rack por 
tion 26 that may extend for the full length of 
the body portion 25 or, as shown, extend for 
only a portion of its length, Said rack portion 26 
being shown as provided With a plurality of Suit 
able slots 3 as in the embodiment of Fig. 1. 
Where, as shown, the rack portion extends for 
only a portion of the length of the unit the body 
portion 25 beyond the rack portion may be pro 
vided with any Suitable number of clipS or other 
suitable forms of Supporting elements 2 for 
carrying appropriate articles and which may be 
attached to the body portion 25 in any Suitable 
way as by one or more screWS 28. 

in the embodiment of Fig. 2 a pair of slides 
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4. 
| are mounted adjustably on the rear face of 
the body portion 25 so as to provide for adjust 
ably retaining the unit frictionally in position in 
cabinets or other suitable Spaces of different 
widths. While in the illustrated einbodiment, a 
slide is is provided at each end of the body por 
tion so that by adjusting the two slides at the 
two extremities of the body portion the Unit may 
be centered in the Space in which it is disposed, 
it will be apparent that if preferred a slide may 
be provided at only one extremity of the body 
portion, the opposite extremity of the body por 
tion being provided with a right angularly eX 
tending projection carrying a friction element of 
the character to be described. 

It is to be understood that the description of 
the slide now to be made applies to each slide 
that may be used on the embodiments illustrated 
in Figs. to 5 as well as other Suitable embodi 
ments. Each side as shown consists of a flat 
body portion 38 having a right angularly extend 
ing portion 3 at its extremity. Body portions 
33, which may ice made of any Suitable length, 
is provided with a longitudinally extending slot 
32, and extending through an aperture in the 
body portion 25 in alignment with said slot 32 is 
a readily removable Screw 33 on which is thread 
edly mounted a wing nut 35, so that when the 
ScreW 33 is projecting through the slot 32 the 
wing nut 34 may be loosened to release the Slide 
and the Slide raay be adjusted by moving it lon 
gitudiinally with respect to the ScreW to the de 
Sired extent by reason of thesiot 32, after which 
the wing nut may be tightened on its screw to 
lock the slide against displacement. However, by 
renoving the wing nut from the screw the screw 
and Slide may be entirely removed from the unit 
for a purpose to be explained. 

Mounted. On the right angularly extending por 
tion 3 of each slide is a friction button 35 of 
any Suitable size and material, preferably of rub 
ber or comparable yielding but elastic frictional 
Iaaterial. To retain the pad 35 in position the 
right angularly extending portion 3 is provided 
With a threaded aperture 35 extending there 
through, and the friction pad 35 has a recess 37 
from Which extends an aperture 33 to the rear 
face of the pad. A screw 33 is adapted to pass 
through the aperture SS and be threadedly re 
ceived in the aperture 35. In order to prevent 
the pad 35 from being pilled over the head of 
the Screw or the head of the screw from cutting 
Oir otherwise unduly wearing the pad a centrally 
apertured Washer É, of fiber or other suitable ma 
terial, is interposed between the head of the screw 
and the body of the pad, being seated in the 
receSS 37, the face of the pad, when the screw 
and Washer are in position, providing at its face 
a cavity So that the pad will not only operate 
as a friction element but also somewhat as a 
Suction pad because of the presence of this cavity. 
Fiber is preferred to netal for the Washer A 
because experience has demonstrated that there 
is less likelihood of the fiber cutting through the 
material Of the pad. As will be apparent the 
pad, together With its Screw and washer, may 
be readily removed from the end of the slide for 
a purpose to be explained. 
ASSuming that two slides are provided, although 

as above pointed out the friction pad at one end 
Of the body portion 25 may be mounted on a right 
angularly extending pi'ojection eigparable to 
portion 3 but integral with the portion 25, the 
Width of the space in the cabinet or other space 
in which the unit is disposed can be measured, 



2,556,246 
5 

and then, after loosening the thumb nuts 34, the 
Slides may be adjusted so that the overall dis 
tance between the free faces of the pads 35 is 
Somewhat greater than said measured width, say 
one quarter inch. The unit may then be forced 
into position, the compressibility of the pads 35 
enabling such insertion of the unit, while the 
elasticity of the pads, which may be supple 
mented if desired by additional resilient means, 
aSSuring that the pads will make a firm fric 
tional grip at the sides of the space in which the 
unit is disposed, the firm retention of the unit in 
position being further aided by the cavities in 
the operating faces of the pads. 
The construction as just described has the 

further advantage that if it is desired to fix the 
unit permanently in position, the pads 35 may 
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tion of its forward edge, and at each extremity 
thereof as shown said body portion has a slot 
49. Carried on the body portion over each slot 
is a Small tray, box or other Suitable receptacle 
50 through the bottom wall of which extends one 
or more removable Screws 5f for cooperation 
with the slots 49, each screw 5 being provided 
at the under face of the body portion with a 
Wing nut 52. The end Wall of the receptacle 50 
is provided with a friction pad 35 as heretofore 
described. As shown, an adjustable receptacle 
59 is provided at each extremity of the body por 
tion 48, but as is apparent one of Said adjust 
able receptacles may be replaced by a slide as 
heretofore described, or the body portion may 
have a vertically extending portion carrying a 

be removed by removing the screws 39, where 
upon screws, tacks, nails or other suitable attach 
ing elements may be passed through the aper 
tures 36 in the portions 3 of the slides to secure 
the unit permanently in position. Such a con 
struction has the further advantage that if it 
is desired to install the unit on a Wall or in a 
space which is too wide for use of the provisions 
for adjustment, the thumb nuts 36 may be 
removed, the screws 33 and slides 33, 3 may be 
taken off the body portion 25, and screws, tacks, 
nails, or other suitable attaching elements may 
be passed through the apertures provided for the 
screws 33 so that the unit may be securely held 
in position on any Suitable Wall or other Sup 
port. As will be apparent these advantages also 
inhere in the other embodiments of the inven 
tion herein disclosed. 

In the embodiment of Fig. 2 the body portion 
of the unit is shown as vertical, and the slides 

have forwardly extending portions 3 carry 
ing the friction pads heretofore described. How 
ever, if preferred, the body portion may be dis 
posed horizontally as shown at 42, in Fig. 3, in 
which event the slide or slides a will be dis 
posed on the under face of the body portion 42 
with the right angularly extending portion 3 
of each slide extending vertically and carrying 
a friction pad 35 as in the embodiment of Fig. 2. 
In this construction the body portion is made 
Somewhat wider than in the embodiment of Fig. 2 
so that the slots 3 shall be disposed forwardly 
of the slide or slides so that the latter will 
not interfere with the support of articles in the 
Slots f3. 

Fig. 4 discloses another embodiment of the 
present invention wherein the unit is composed 
of a vertically extending portion 35 at the lower 
extremity of which is formed, preferably inte 
grally therewith, a tray 46, or said tray could take 
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the form of a shelf or a rack or any other suit 
able support as here contemplated. As in the 
embodiment of Fig. 2 the vertically extending 
portion 45 is provided at its rear face with a pair 
of slides 7 carrying friction pads 35, although as 
before explained the provision of adjustment may 
be supplied at only one extremity of the unit, and 
the portion 45 has an overhang 4t shielding the 
slide or slides. The vertical portion could be 
omitted and the slide or slides be mounted on 
the bottom or the rear wall of the tray itself. 
The embodiment of Fig. 5 illustrates the pro 

vision for adjustment incorporated With One or 
more receptacles carried by the unit and suit 
able for receiving ringS While Washing the hands 
or other comparable use. As here shown, the 
unit includes a horizontal body portion 48 hav 
ing a ledge 47 extending along the central por 
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friction pad as before explained. In this embodi 
ment, by loosening the nut or nutS 52 the recep 
tacle or receptacles 50 may be slid lengthwise of 
the body portion by reason of the slotS 49 SO 
as to adjust the overall length of the unit as 
above explained, after which the nuts may be 
tightened to secure the receptacle or 'eceptacles 
in adjusted position. So far as the friction pad 
or pads are concerned, this provision for adjust 
ment functions in the same way as that above 
described in conjunction with Fig. 2, but this 
embodiment has the additional advantage that 
the provision for adjustment and frictional reten 
tion in position has incorporated therein a 
receptacle or the like which can be used for 
receiving appropriate articles. 

It will therefore be perceived that by the pres 
ent invention an easily manipulated unit has 
been provided which may be readily adapted to 
a wide variety of services and made in a wide 
variety of forms, possessing maximum flexibility 
in adaption to standard medicine cabinets, cabi 
nets and other spaces of different sizes and con 
struction, and even wall use, and of a lightness 
and simplicity of construction Such that it may be 
fabricated at low cost and installed by the average 
householder without especial skill. 
While in the illustrated embodiments includ 

ing vertically and horizontally extending por 
tions, said portions have been shown as made 
integral with each other, and this is a preferred 
construction facilitated by the use of plastic ma 
terial, it is to be expressly understood that the 
vertically and horizontally extending portions 
may be made separately and connected together 
in any suitable way. It is also within the con 
templation of this invention to provide One Or 
more racks Suspended from a shelf portion as in 
Fig. for example but extending transversely of 
the unit instead of lengthwise as illustrated, in 
which event the rack portions Would be set in 
Wardly from the extremities of the unit suffi 
ciently to provide the overhanging portions 6 for 
engagement with the Surfaces for Supporting the 
unit. It is also within the contemplation of this 
invention to provide a shelf portion as in Fig. 3 
with Suitable depending supporting elements, as 
hooks, clips, and the like, instead of a depending 
rack as in FigS. 1 and 2, and Such supporting ele 
ments may be arranged either transversely or 
longitudinally of the shelf portion. 
While the embodiments of the invention illus 

trated on the drawings have been described with 
Considerable particularity, it is to be expressly 
understood that they have been selected merely 
by Way of illustration, as the invention is capable 
of receiving a Wide variety of expressions depend 
ing upon the Service to which the unit is to be 
applied, as Will now be apparent to those skilled 
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in the art, while other provisions may be supplied 
for effecting the adjustment of the unit to appro 
priate size, other expedients may be used for 
effecting frictional retention of the unit in posi 
tion, the units may be built in larger sizes So as to 
incorporate inore than the one or two shelves, 
racks or other comparable Supporting portions 
shown, other forms of support for toilet, medici 
nal, jewelry, etc., articles may be applied to the 
unit, additional features with respect to locating, 
retaining, or supporting various forms of articles 
commonly found in bathrooms may be added, the 
unit may include other forms of supports as for 
example a rod, bar or the like, etc., all Without 
departing from the broader aspects of the pres 
ent invention. For a definition of the invention 
reference is therefore to be inad to the appended 
claims wherein the term cabinet Space is used 
generically to denominate any suitable medicine 
Or Other cabinet, Wall receptacle, recess or con 
parable Space. 
What is claired is: 
1. An adjustable atticle Supporting unit, which 

is adapted to be inserted and supported between 
the opposed Surfaces of any recess, opening, cabi 
net and the like, said unit comprising a body 
portion in coniination with extendible means 
and resilient aeans mounted on both ends of said 
unit, said resilient means comprising pads of 
yielding but elastic frictional imaterial, said body 3 
portion having at least two angularly related 
members, said extendible means conprising at 
least One adjustable slide mounted on said body 
portion and cai’iying One of said resilient means, 
and means cooperating with said slide for iock 
ing Said side to Said body portion in a position 
Such that Said resilient ineais will ice compressed 
and grip said opposed Surfaces and support said 
unit thereein. When Said unit is forced into posi 
tion. 

2. A unit aS defined in claim 1 in which at east 
one of the body inenoei's constitutes article sup 
porting means. 

3. A unit as defined in claim 2 in which a line 
through the centers of the resilient means lies in 
a plane parallel with a line through the center 
of gravity of the article Supporting means so 
that any tendiency to tilt froin the horizontal is 
Substantially eliminated. 

4. A unit as defined in claim 1 in which said 
body portion is of one-piece and has a vertical 
portion and a horizontal portion projecting there 
fronia and constructed to provide an article-sup 
porting iraek, Said slide being mounted on said 
Vertical portion. 

5. A unit as defined in claim 4 in which said 
horizontal portion is at the lower edge of the ver 
tical portion and wherein a second horizontal 
member extends froin the upper edge of the ver 
tical portion to form a shelf overlying the lower 
horizOntal portion. 

6. A unit as defined in claim 1 in which said 
body portion is of one piece and has at least a 
Vertical portion and a horizontal portion project 
ing relative to each other to form a ledge on 
Which Said slide is inounted. 

7. A unit as defined in claim 1 in which at 
least one of the body members constitutes article 
Supporting Ineans of less length than the other 
body member. 
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8. A unit as defined in claim i in which said body comprises a tray. 
9. An adjustable article supporting unit which 

is adapted to be inserted and supported between 
the opposed surfaces of any recess, opening, cabi 
net and the like, said unit comprising a body por 
tion in combination with extendible means and 
resilient means mounted on both ends of said 
unit, said resilient means comprising pads of 
yielding but elastic frictional material, said body 
portion having at least two angularly related 
members, said extendible means comprising one 
of said angularly related body members in the 
form of at least one siidable receptacle mounted on 
Said other body inenber, and in eans cooperating 
with Said slidable receptacle for locking said slid 
able receptacle to Said other body member in 
a position. Such that said resilient means will be 
compreSSed and grip said opposed surfaces and 
Support said unit thereon when said unit is forced 
into position. 

10. An adjustable article supporting unit which 
is adapted to be inserted and supported between 
the Opposed Surfaces of any recess, opening, cab 
inet and the like, said unit comprising a body 
portion in coin bination with extendible means 
and resilient means mounted on both ends of said 
unit, Said resilient means comprising pads of 
yielding but elastic frictional material, said body 
portion having at least two angularly related 
member's at least one of which constitutes article 
Supporting means, Said extendible means com 
prising at least one adjustable Side mounted on 
Said body portion and carrying one of said resil 
ient means, and means cooperating with said 
slide for locking said slide to said body portion 
in an adjusted position Such that the length of 
Said unit is greater than the distance between 
Said opposed surfaces, said resilient means being 
yieldingly compressible when said unit is forced 
between Said Surfaces and said pads having elas 
tic frictional grip on said Surfaces in the ad 
justed position of said unit therebetween to Sup 
port said unit in position for articles to be held 
On or Suspended fron said article Supporting 

3.S. 
GEORGE WISE. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Naire Date 
646,969 Jolger ------------- Apr. 10, 1900 
953,803 Sellers -------------- Apr. 5, 1910 

1,069,411 Greene ------------- Aug. 5, 1913 
1,242,017 Mendelsohn -------- Oct. 2, 1917 
1,243,059 Fiesleben ---------- Oct. 16, 1917 
1,379,879 Schepper --------- May 31, 1921 
1639,551 Booth ------------- Aug. 16, 1927 
1,690,711 Blodgett ------------ Nov. 6, 1928 
1763,034 Bunker ------------ June 10, 1930 
1830,058 Helrinond ----------- Nov. 3, 1931 
2,020,991 Brody -------------- Nov. 12, 1935 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

24,527 Great Britain -------------- 1914 


