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My present invention relates generally to signs,
and has particular reference to display devices
for use in store windows or the like.

I4-is a general object of my invention to pro-
vide a device of extremely simple structural
character and of unusual attractive appearance,

-contemplated to arrest and hold the attention of
‘the passerby. ' :

The attractiveness and striking character of
the present construction is predicated in part
tpon the ability of a lustrous colored surface,
such as a colored metallic foil surface, to catch
the eye. It is a particular feature of my pres-

- ent device to arrange a surface of this character
in. a movel relationship to a series of indicia,
whereby the latter are caused to stand out in a
highly effective and pleasing manner.

More particularly, it is a characterizing fea-
ture of my present construction to arrange a
lustrous surface in the form of a cylinder di-
rectly behind a series of indicia, with the longi-
tudinal edges of the cylindrical surface in con-
tiguous: abutting relation to the opposite edges
of the-indicia.

I am aware of the well known recourse to con-

cave reflectors and the like, customarily em-
ployed:for the purpose of reflecting the:rays from
a source of light arranged within the confines of
the reflector. 'The effect produced by my present
construction is, however, of a different kind, and
of unusugl attention-arresting character. My
present .device is of extremely simple character,
‘not requiring the employment of an artificial
source of light; and the unique contiguous rela-
tionship of the cylindrical lustrous surface and
the separate indicia, as hereinbefore mentioned,
produces an unusual array of highlights and re-
flections .‘which are peculiarly striking and effec-
tive. ) ’

Another feature of the invention lies in em-
ploying for the light-reflecting medium a resil-
jent strip of glossy material which is normally

- flat,’ and which: is caused to partake of the cylin-

- drical or concave configuration by pressure ex-

5 erted upon. its longitudinal edges by parts of the

structure itself. I find that a much smoother
and nrore pleasing curvature, with resultant im-
proved-reflecting powers, is attained in this man-
ner, ascompared with a sheet of metal or other
rigid-material-that is bent or shaped into a per-
manent curvature.

‘Briefly, the present device consists of a strip of
rigid material, such as cardboard, shaped to form
an-oblong front wall and rearwardly extending

5" side-walls, the front wall having parts cut away

(CL 40--130)

to leave only a series of configured indicia which
extend transversely from one longitudinal edge
to the other. Mounted behind the front wall,
and braced between the side walls, with its longi-
tudinal edges in contact with the edges of the :5:
indicia, is the normally fiat, resilient strip herein~
before mentioned.

I achieve the foregoing objects, and such other
objects as may hereinafter appear or be pointed
out, in the manner illustratively exemplified in 190
the accompanying drawing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device con-
structed in accordance with the present inven-
tion; : :

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken sub- 15
stantially along the line 2-—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan view -of the
outer portion of Figure 1 in its normally flat con-

-dition;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of 20
a modification;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a further modification; and

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view taken sub-
stantially along the line §—F§ of Figure 5. 25

In the form of device illustrated in Figures 1-3,
a. substantially rectangular blank of sheet ma-
terial, such as cardboard, is scored along the lines
i1 and 12 to form an oblong front wall 19, the
portion 13.adjacent to the scoring 11 being adapt- s
ed to form one rearwardly extending side wall,
and the portion 14 adjacent to the scoring {2 being
adapted ‘to form another rearwardly extending
side wall. In this construction, there are only
two side walls 13 and {4, and they converge rear-
wardly when the device is set. up so as to form
a structure of substantially triangular cross-sec-
tion. At the rear edges of the side walls, any
suitable means may be provided for interconnect-
ing these edges, and I have illustratively shown
an added flap {8 which may be employed for this
purpose, with the aid of glue, interconnecting
tabs, or the like. '

In accordance with my invention, thefront wall
18 has:portions 6. cut out of it to leave only a
series of indicia 17. It is to be noted that these
indicia extend from edge to edge of the. front
wall, i. e., up to the scoring line It on one side,
and up to the scoring lihe {2 on the other. I
have illustratively shown the indicia in the form
of printed letters, but it will be understood that
other indicia or configurations may be employed,
if desired. .

The device may or may not be provided with
end walls, and for illustrative purposes I.have :55
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shown an extension {8 at each end of the front
wall 10, adapted to form a partial end wall for
the device.

After the structure of Figure 3 is formed and
set up, a normally flat, resilient strip 19, having
a width greater than that of the front wall {0,
is deflected into the cylindrical or concave form
shown in Figures 1 and 2 and is slipped endwise
into the structure. The forward surface of this
strip has a high Iustre and is preferably of colored
metallic paint or foil. Inherent resilience causes
the strip to be pinched or braced between the
rearwardly extending side walls, thereby urging
its longitudinal edges forwardly against the score
lines t1 and 12, i. e., against the extrelmtles of
the indicia.

The device is then ready for use, and when set
in a window, display counter, or similar position,
a highly attractive result is produced. Beecause
of the natural curvature of the reflector, due to
its resilience, a series of pleasing highlights are
produced, forming a sort of striated effect. In
addition, the indicia produces a variety of reflec-
tions which are of fascinating character. Im-
mediately adjacent to the edges of the indicia,
the latter are directly reflected in the reflector
19, but these reflections do not continue toward
the midportion of the reflector, because of its
curvature. At the midportion, an entirely dif-
ferent reflection of the indicia is produced, in
inverted form and on a reduced scale. The com-
posite effect is one which attracts the eye of the
passerby and holds his attention. The highlights
and reflections vary as the device is viewed from
different angles. ’

Because of the simplicity of the structure, the
reflector ‘may be replaced by one of different
color or lustre by the simple expedient of with-
drawing it endwise from the structure and slip-
ping into place another similar resilient strip. -

The invention lends itself readily to a display
sign in which the indicia are arranged vertically,
as indicated in Figure 4. In the modification
illustrated in this figure, the front wall has cut-
out portions 20 which leave the indicia 21.: These,
as before, extend between the longitudinal edges
22 and 22 of the front wall. T have illustratively
shown two rearwardly extending side walls 24
and 25, and in this case they are not rearwardly
convergent but are joined together at their rear
edges by what may be termed a rear wall 26. The
method of setting up the structure, and inter-
connecting the rear edges of the side walls 24 and
25 is a matter of choice, and various ways will
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art.

In Figure 4, the reflector 27 consists, as before,
of a normally fiat, resilient strip of high metallic

- lustre, deflected into the concave or cylindrical

relationship shown and held in position by the
bracing action of the side walls 24 and 25 against
the . longitudinal edges of the reflector strip.
These edges are maintained in contiguous rela-
tion to the longitudinal edges 22 and 23 of the

" front wall.

In Figure 5 I have shown a structure 51m11ar
to Figure 4, with the indicia arranged horizon-
tally. ‘Here, the front wall has the cut-out por-
tions 28, leaving only the indicia 29 extending
between the longitudinal edges 30 and 3! of the
front wall. The rearwardly extending side walls
32 gand 33 are interconnected at the rear by means

- of the rear wall 34, and a cylindrical reflector strip

35 is braced between the walls 32 and 33, as here-
inbefore described in connection with Figure 4.
In Figure 4, the rear wall 26 is ih contact with
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the reflector strip 27, but care must be taken
against having the rear wall pressed forwardly
against the reflector to destroy its normal pleas-
ing curvature. In Figure 5, the rear wall 34 is
shown spaced from the reflector 35, so that all 5
danger of this undesirable contact is avoided.

If desired, the side walls of the structures of
Figures 4 and 5 may be slightly converged rear-
wardly, thereby effecting a sort of pinching action
which holds the reflector strip forwardly in proper 10
position at all times.

In Figure 5, I have shown the added possibility
of applying, by paint or otherwise, to the front
surfaces of the indicia 29, a shading effect 36.
This enhances the attractiveness of the device, 15
as will be obvious upon an examination of Figure .
5. These indicia, however, are not round, as the
shading might indicate, but are actually entirely
flat,  forming portions of the front wall of the
structure. - 20

In general, it will be understood that changes
in the details, herein described and illustrated for
the purpose of explaining the nature of my in-
vention, may be made by those skilled in the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of 25
the invention as expressed in the appended claims.

It is, therefore, intended that these ‘details be in-
terpreted as illustrative, and not in a limiting
sense. )

Having thus described my invention, and il- 30
lustrated its use, what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. In a display device, an integral blank of
rigid sheet material shaped to form an oblong
front wall and rearwardly extending side walls, 35
said front wall having parts cut away to leave
only a series of configured indicia which extend
transversely from one longitudinal edge to the
other, and a cylindrical reflector behind said front .
wall and braced between said side walls with its40

- longitudinal edges in contact with the edges of

said indicia.
2. In a display device, a blank of rigid sheet
material shaped to form an oblong front wall and

- rearwardly extending side walls, said front wall’43

having parts cut away to leave only a series of
configured indicia which extend transversely from
one longitudinal edge to the other, and a cylin-
drical reflector behind said front wall and braced
between said side walls with its longitudinal edges 30
in contact with the edges of said indicia, said
reflector comprising a normally flat, resilient strip
of glossy, metallic lustre having a Wldth greater

» than that of said front wall.

3. In a display device, a blank of rigid sheet 55
material shaped to form an oblong front wall
and rearwardly extending side walls, said front
wall having parts cut away to leave only a series
of -configured indicia which extend transversely
from one longitudinal edge to the other, and a’60
cylindrical reflector behind said front wall and
braced between said side walls with its longitudi-

“nal edges in contact with the edges of said in-

dicia, said reflector comprising a normally flat; re-
silient strip of glossy, metallic Iystre having a‘65
width greater than that of said front wall, and
said side walls converging rearwardly to press
said strip forwardly against the front wall.

4. In a display device, a blank of rigid sheet
material shaped to form an oblong front wall and 70
rearwardly converging side walls, said front wall
having parts cut away to leave only a series of
configured indicia which extend transversely from

" one longitudinal edge to the other, and a cylin- .

drical reflector behind said front wall and braced 75
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between said converging side walls with its longi-
tudinal edges in contact with the edges of said
indicia.

5. In a display device, a blank of rigid sheet
material shaped to form an oblong front wall and
rearwardly converging side walls, said front wall
having parts cut away to leave only a series of
configured indicia which extend transversely from
one longitudinal edge to the other, a cylindrical
reflector behind said front wall and braced be-
tween said converging side walls with its longi-
tudinal edges in contact with the edges of said
indicia, and separable means for securing said side
walls together at their rear edges.

3

6. In a display device, a blank of rigid sheet
material shaped to form an oblong front wall and
rearwardly converging side walls, said front wall
having parts cut away to leave only a series of con-
figured indicia which extend transversely from
one longitudinal edge to the other, and a cylin-
drical reflector behind said front wall and braced
between said converging side walls with its lon-
gitudinal edges in contact with the edges of said

indicia, said reflector comprising a normally flat, ;

resilient strip of glossy, metallic lustre having a
width greater than that of said front wall.

NATHAN JOSEPH LEIGH.
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