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To all whom it may coneern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM FRANK Mo-
KIBBEN, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Linneus, in the county of Linn
and State of Missouri, have invented a new
and Improved Instrument for Holding Arti-
ficial Teeth, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

The purpose of the invention is to provide
an instrument for holding artificial teeth to
be mounted, especially plate-teeth, so con-
structed as to firmly hold either end of a tooth
while the other end is being operated upon
and to duly accommodate the pins in the teeth
whether the pins be arranged transversely or
longitudinally of a tooth.

Another purpose of the invention is to con-
struct an instrament of the character de-

~seribed in a very simple and economic man-
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ner and so that it can be expeditiously and
conveniently operated.

The ‘invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several

- parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
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and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a perspective view of the instru-
ment, illustrating a tooth held therein hav-
ing its pins transversely arranged. Fig. 2is
a similar view illustrating the manner of hold-
ing a tooth in which the pins are longitudi-
nally arranged. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the
instrument, the parts being in normal posi-
tion; and Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the in-
strument, the parts being in the position
shownin Fig. 3.

‘The body A of the instrument is made of
spring material, preferably spring-steel, and
comprises two parts or members 10 and 11,
arranged one over the other. These mem-
bers are connected at their rear ends by a
bloek 12, which block may be attached to the
said members 10 and 11 or may be integral
therewith, as desired. The lower member 11
is slightly longer than the upper member 10
and is provided in its upper or inner face at
its forward end with preferably two con-
caved surfaces 13 and 14, (best shown in Figs.
1,2, and 4,) thus forming a lower jaw B.

These counecaved faces or surfaces 13 and 14
are adapted to accommodate the front sur-
faces of plate-teeth of different formation
and of different sizes. A longitudinal open-
ing 15 is produced in the upper member 10
of the body, extending from a point at or
near its center out through the forward or
outer end of the said member, and this open-
ing 15 is contracted at itsouter end, and the
inner edges of the contracted portion of the
opening 15 are provided with serrations 16,
agis illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, thus form-
ing an upper jaw C, opposed to the lower
jaw B. ’

A nose 17 constitutes an extension from the
forward end of the upper jaw C, and where
this nose connects with the said jaw proper
opposing recesses 18 are made in the outer
edges of the said member 10, which recesses
18 are best shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

A plate-tooth E is shown as being clamped
in the instrument in Figs. 1 and 2; but in
Figs. 3 and 4 the parts of the instrument are
shown in their normal positions, the teeth be-
ing omitted.

In connection with the b'ody Atwoslides D -

and D’ are employed. Theslide D embraces
or encireles both of the body members 10 and
11, and as this slide D is carried in direction
of the forward end of the instrument it brings
the jaws B and C together. The slide D’ is
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made to simply embrace or surrcund the up- .

per body member 10, and its function is when
slid over the opening 15 in the said apper
member to draw the serrated portions 16 of
the jaw C together. Each of these slides is
readily removed from the body when desir-
able, and when the slide D' is to be used it is
placed in advance of the slide D; otherwise
the slide D’ has a position at the rear of the
slide D, as is shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

Some teeth X have pins 19 transversely ar-
ranged at one of their faces, as is shown in
Fig. 1, and when such teeth are to be ground
the slide D is brought to the front and the
slide D' is at the rear and is inactive. The

tooth is then placed with its front face in one
or the other of the cavities or recesses 13 or
14 of the lower jaw B, and the upper jaw C
has its members brought together until the
nose extensions 17 from these jaws enter the
space between the pins 19, and the said pins
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enter the recesses 18 at the outer side edges
of the said upper body memkar 10. Then the
main slide D is carried forward until the two
jaws B and C are made to clamp the tooth
firmly between them.

When pins 19* are longitudinally produced
in a tooth E’, as is shown in Fig. 2, the nose
extensions 17 from the upper jaw C are not
brought into action, and after a tooth has
been placed upon the lower jaw B the pins
19* are brought between the serrated surfaces
16 of the upper jaw C and the auxiliary slide
D', which has been previously placed in ad-
vance of the main slide D, is then forced for-

- ward over the upper jaw C until the pins 19*

are firmly gripped by the serrated surfaces
of the said upper jaw. The main slide D is
then carried forward, so as to cause the two
jaws to clamp the tooth between them to a
greater or less extent.

This instrument is exceedingly simple. It
is durable, well adapted for the purpose in-
tended, and can be conveniently and expe-
ditiously manipulated. It will hold a tooth,
no matter how the pins are arranged, so that
either end can be ground, as desired.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. An instrument for holding artificial
teeth, comprising a body which consists of
opposing spring members terminating ab
their free ends in opposing jaws, one of said

spring members having auxiliary jaws, a
main slide adapted to bring the main jaws in
direction of each other, and an auxiliary slide
for the auxiliary jaws, as set forth.

2. An instrument for holding artificial
teeth, consisting of upper and lower opposing
spring body members, each terminating at

its free end in a jaw, one of which jaws is
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slotted and is provided with nose extansionz,
and recesses at the outer edges of the mem-
bers where the nose extensions connect wita
the main portion of the jaw, a main slide
embracing both of the body members, and
an auxiliary slide adapted to travel on the
member having the divided jaw, as set forth.

3. In an instrument for holding artificial
teeth, a body of spring material, comprising
upper and lower members connected at one
end and free at the other, one member hav-
ing concavities in its inner face and the other
member having a longitudinal slot therein,
and serrations in the walls of the slot at the
outer end of the said member, the slotted
member being further provided with nose
extensions from its outer end, having re-
cesses in their outer side edges, a slide adapt-
ed to travel only on the slotted member, and
a main slide adapted to travel upon both
members of the body, as and for the purpose
described.

4. An instrument for holding artificial

teeth, comprising a body which consists of 65

opposing spring members terminating at their
free ends in opposing jaws, one of said mem-
bers at its free end being itself slotted to
form said end into a pair of auxiliary jaws
opening and closing as right angles to said
first-mentioned jaws of which the auxiliary
pair of jaws forms one member, and a slide
for each of said jaws, said slides being adapt-
ed to bring the members of their respective
jaws in direction of each other, as set forth.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.
WILLIAM FRANK MCKIBBEN
Witnesses:
H. J. WIGGINTON,
M. L. GIBSON.

15

50

5%

60

70°

75




