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3 Claims.

This invention relates to marking devices
and particularly that type known as burial tah-
lets .that are customarily used to mark a newly
made grave either in a more or less permanent
manner or during the time between burial and
the placement of a permanent monument, and
the primary object of the invention is to provide
such a tablet having structure whereby names
‘and dates may be formed upon the tablet without
the necessity of special castings and in a very
expeditious manner, :

Another important aim of the instant invention
is the provision of a burial tablet having a plu-
rality of plates bearing desired indicia and asso-
ciated in assembled relation through the medium
‘of the standard which serves to support the en-
tire tablet in operative position.

A further object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a burial tablet having structure whereby
a number of desired indicia-bearing blocks may
‘be moved to place and so held that, if desired,
the blocks may be removed and others substi-
tuted to permit the tablet being used many dif-
ferent times,

A more specific object of the invention is to
provide a burial tablet having one or more open-
ings formed therein, wherein may be removably
positioned a series of indicia~-bearing blocks, said
tablet having structure disposed adjacent the
openings so as to engage and hold the blocks
against displacement.

Other objects of the invention will appear dur-
ing the course of the following specification, re-~
ferring to the accompanying drawing, wherein is
illustrated one exemplification of the invention,
and wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a burial tab-
let embodying this invention.

Fig. 2 is an edge elevation of the same.

Fig. 3 is a back elevation of the tablet.

Fig, 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detailed,
sectional view taken on line IV—IV of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, enlarged, view of a
portion of the back of the tablet.

Pig. 6 is a fragmentary, sectional view taken
on line VI—VI of Fig. 3, and,

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary, back view of the tablet
with all of the indicia-bearing blocks entirely
removed.

Like reference characters designate similar
parts throughout the several views of the draw-
ing, and while any number of plates or attach-
ments may be relatedly mounted upon rod 10 of
the standard, but one main plate 12 and an aux-
iliary plate 14 will be herein described. The

(CL. 40—142)

standard comprises the rod {9 and an anchor
{6 which, when inserted into the ground, will
preclude turning of the rod. The lower ends of
rod {8 and anchor 1§ are pointed or otherwise
sharpened as at {8 and 20 respectively. Main 5
plate 12 should be cast to present a pleasing con-.
tour and may have suitable decorations formed
thereon as desired. In casting this plate 12, lat-
erally extending, integral lugs 22 and 24 should
be formed and each must have an aperture 19
formed therethrough to receive rod 10. These
apertures of lugs 22 and 24 should be in align-
ment so that the rod {9 may be moved there-
through and upwardly beyond the upper edge of
plate §2 if it becomes desirable to mount a deco- 15
ration or other device above main plate (2.

A set screw 25 in screwthreaded engagement
with a tapped opening formed in lug 22 bears
against rod 10 when the tablet is being assem-
bled. 20

Auxiliary plate 14 should have its upper edge
28 of a contour like the lower edge of plate 12
so that the two plates 12 and {4 might be brought
together as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. A lug 368
should be formed on the back of plate 14 to 25
extend Ilaterally therefrom and the aperture
formed therethrough should be in alignment with
apertured lugs 22 and 24 of plate 2. Thus when
the two plates are threaded upon rod [0, set
screw 32 in screwthreaded engagement with a 30
tapped opening formed in lug 30 will also bear
against rod 18 to hold plate 14 against longitu-
dinal movement therealong.

The novel manner of precluding relative move-
ment about rod {8 on the part of plates 12 and 35
14 is exemplified by ears 34 formed on auxiliary
plate 14 and extending upwardly against the back
of plate 12, When the two plates and the asso-
ciated parts thereof are in the position shown in
PFigs. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawing, a substantially 40
unitary rigid structure is produced.

The method of attaching the series of indicia-
bearing blocks 36 is the same on each plate and
the novelly formed blocks may be rmoved to posi-
tion in either plate. Main plate {2 has one or 45
more openings 38 formed therein to receive these
indicia-bearing blocks. The openings may be of
any length, but their width from upper edge 48
to lower edge 42 should be substantially the same
as the distance between the base of upper groove 59
44 and lower groove 46 of the blocks 36. A por-
tion of the length of opening 38 is greater in
width than the remaining part and this widened
portion 48 is for the purpose of admitting the
indicia~bearing blocks 38 into opening 38. 55
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After grooves 44 and 46 of blocks 36 engage
edges 40 and 42 respectively, the blocks may be
moved along opening 38 to the desired position
and any desirable name or number formed. Aft-
er inserting the necessary number of blocks in
opening 38, the same are held rigidly in place by
tightening the set screw 58 which passes through
a tapped opening in boss 52 that is cast integrally
with plate {2 at the end of opening 38 or any
other block-receiving opehing formed therein:

In practice, there should be available a large

number of blank filler blocks 36 without indicia:

thereon, and the necessary number of letters and
figures should be included when the invention is
practiced commercially to the extent of . ship-
ping a burial tablet embodying this ihvention.
The end blocks 54 have a flange 56 formed along
the side thereof to assist in completely closing
opening 38 so that when a sufficient number of

the blocks are moved to location, no part of

opening 38 will be left in view.

. The individual blocks 36 are so formed at the
grooves 44 and 46 thereof as to present an arcuate
cross sectional contour along the inner side of
one wall forming each groove respectively. . This
arcuateness is shown clearly in Fig. 4 and is a
necessary mechanical feature which permits easy
insertion and removal of the blocks 3. A fur-
ther refinement of structure in these blocks is
the shortening of one wall 58 that forms-the
upper groove 44, With this wall 58 shortened, it
is easy to tilt or rock one of the blocks- 36 to posi-
tion at the enlarged portion 48 of opening 38

So constructing each block will insure that stick-

ing or binding will not take place when the blocks
35 are being moved into the operative position.

As thHe memorial tablet is illustrated in the
drawing, main plate {2 bears merely a name and
two. dates.
is usually sufficient and since the foregoing de-
scription with respect to one opening in.plate 12
teaches the manner of employing a larger num-

This amount of illustrated indicia-
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ber, it will be unnecessary to further describe
the exact construction of main plate 12.

Auxiliary plate (4 is oftentimes used to convey
advertising for the undertaker and may bear his
name. In this instance, merely a conventional
inscription is illustrated. The opening in auxil-
iary plane 14 and associated lug 68 with set screw
62 is all precisely the same as before described.

Having thus described. the invention; what is
claimed as new'and-desired to be secured by Let- 19
ters Patent is:

1. A tablet comprising a plate having an open-
ing formed therethrough; and a plurality of
grooved indicia-bearing blocks secured in said
opening with the grooves thereof receiving the 15
edges of the plate forming said opening, said
plate having a boss formed thereon adjacent one
end of said opening and a set screw carried by
the boss to clamp the blocks in position.

2. A tablet comprising a plate having an open- 20
ing formed therethrough; and a- plurality of in-
dicia-bearing blocks positioned on said plate in
said opening, each of said blocks having a groove
formed along oppoesite edges to receive the plate
at said opening edge, the cross sectional contour 25
of one wall of one of said. grooves being arcuate
to permit placement of said block, said one wall
being shorter than the other wall of said groove
whereby one edge of the block may be swung lat-
erally from the plate while the other groove is 30
in engagement with the plate..

3. A tablet comprising a plate having an open-
ing formed therethrough; and a plurality of in-
dicia-bearing blocks positioned. on said plate in
said opening, each of said blocks having a groove 35
formed along opposite edges to receive the plate
at said opening edge, the cross sectional contour
of ‘one:wall of said grooves being arcuate to per-
mit- placement of said block, one wall of one of
said grooves being: shorter than the other wall 40: =
forming. that groove.
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