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(57) Abstract

p-Lactam compounds represented by general formula (1), wherein R! and R2 are unified to form an oxygen atom or,
when one of them represents a hydrogen atom, the other represents a hydroxy group or a protected hydroxy group, R? rep-
resents a hydrogen atom or a protective group for a hydroxy group, and R# represents a hydrogen atom or a protective
group for an amino group and a process for their preparation. The compounds are useful as starting materials for synthes-

izing carbapenem antibiotics.
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