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8-Claims.

i

The present invention relates 4o 2 folding crib-

or the like, which possesses various mnovel features
and advantages, the most jmportant of which
gre mentioned in the following -gtasements of the
ghbjects of the invention.

Among the objects of the invention are: 0
provide a folding crib which may 'be quickly con-
verted into a play pen-or thelike, -adapted to rest
upoen the floor or -other supporting ;surface; fur-
ther, it is '‘an vbject -of ‘the invention to provide
means associated with a #dlding crib, whereby
with Tittle .efort, the rcrib may ‘be cdllapsed or
folded into compact form, and roled undernedth
a bed or other -article of furniture so as to be
concealed and out ‘of the ‘way when not in use;
further, an object is to provide ‘a novel construe-
tion «of Iolding crib including a ‘box-like shallow
base mounted upon rollers or wheels, and in
‘which all the mecessary bed -clothing, mattress,
and springs or ofher matiress support, may e
stored in flat condition when the device ‘is not
in use; :

Other objects of the invention are-to improve
the structursl features of 'a device of this kind,
so that it will be exceptionally sturdy and dur-
able, as well as easy to manipulate in setting up
for use, Or in rcollapsing the strueture to ‘the com-
pact form; @& further objeet is to ‘provide in a
folding crib:an improved colapsible leg structure,
with means associated
cally :converting ‘into ‘fixed rollers ¥he swivel
casters ‘with which the leg structure s provided;
further, it is an wobject -of the ‘invenition to pro-
vitle movel and cvonvenient means for latching
in the wupright extended position the hinged side
and end members-of the crib, the Igbching means
being so «constituted as to olfer no risk of injury
0 o child’s hanils coming info pontact therewith,
the latch mesns being, mereover, safe and secure.

Among the objects of the ‘invention, is that of
so arranging the foldable members of the -erib,
that an attendant may without straim -or incon-
venience, -quickly actuste the latch means amnd
Told the structure o ‘the <oliapsed -condition, or

set it up for wuse, without gny  assistance from

other persous. .

A further objeet ds to impart to a device of
the character mentioned, extreme simplicity,
durability, amd serviceability, while at the same

timre minimizing the cost of manutacture and -

msintenanece to the zreatest possible extent.
The foregoing and other objects are abttained

by the means described herein mnd dlustrated

in the accompanyine drawings, in 'which:

. Fig. 1 is @ longitudinal wertical section of the

thepewith for automati- =

&
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folding «crib, showing certain parts in the folded
or partially folded :condition at the left -of the
figure,

Fig..2 is @ side elevational view of the folding
erib in the completely collapsed -condition, ‘with
its casters so latched as to constitute wheels
emabling ‘the structure ‘to be easily rolled beneath
a bed or other article of furniture.

Tig. 3 is a «detailed perspective view on.an en-
larged scale, showing the jatch elements ‘which
maintain the foldable sides and .ends in the ex-
tended condition.

Fig, 4 is a fragmental vertical section taken
through the latch element illustrated by Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is an end clevational view -of the device
4n the completely collapsed ;condition.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective view showing

“m retainer ‘which holds the :swivel caster in the

position Hllustrated by Fig. 2.

Fig. 7isa ‘fragmental elevational view takenon
line 1—1 on Fig. 1, and indicating ‘the ‘mode of
mounting one of the latched parts.

My improved device is exemplified as compris-
ing .a shallow box-like base, indicated generally
by the character 42, and furnished with ‘any suit-
able form ‘of bottom member 13 adapted to sup-
port the mattress.and bed clothing normally con-
tained within the box-like base. ‘The bottom
member 13 preferably, though not necessarily, is
resilient or flexible, and may consist -of the usual
flat spring commonly found in . cots, gliders, -or
other .articles .of furniture not requiring coil -or
‘box .springs. If desired, the bottom member may
‘be in the form of a board or sheet-of wood, metal,
fabric or -any -other :suitable material capable -of
supporting the matiress and bed clothing -of the
ierib.

The sshallow box-like base preferably is rec-
tangular-in shape, and has shallow sides 14 and
ends 15 -of wniform height. The sides -and -ends
might be paneled as-shown, glthough in practice
it is quite possible to eliminate the panels and
substitute for them any suitable arrangement of
.spindles, grilles -or ‘the 1ike, as may be desired.
The side and end panels illustrated herein -are
shown merély by way of -example, gnd the in-
vention is not ‘to be understood as being limited

- thereto.

The sides and ends of the base may include,
for the purpose -of rigidity and strength, lower
side and end rails i% and 17, respectively, and
‘along ‘the upper edge of the shallow box-like
Dbase, similar side and end rails {8 and 19 may be
furnished for the same reasoi. At the four
porners of the base structure, the various rails
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may be joined by means of vertical corner posts,
each of which is indicated by the character 20.
To the upper edges of the sides of the base
are hinged the crib side members 21, the hinges
therefor being indicated at 22. Similarly, by

means of hinges 23 end members 24 are mounted .

upon the top of the box-like base for movement
from the vertical to the horizontal position, as
suggested at the left of Fig. 1. It may be noted
that the hinged side members 21, and the hinged
end members 24, are rectangular frames suitably
brovided with spindles 25 or equivalent means for
preventing a child from rolling or falling from
the crib and possibly onto the floor beneath.
When the hinged side and end members are in
the upright or extended condition ag illustrated
at the right of Fig. 1, they are to be latched or
fastened to preclude accidental return thereof
to the collapsed or horizontal position of Pigs, 2
and 5. It may here be noted that the end mem-
bers' 24, when foldeq inwardly to the horizontal
DPosition, rest beneath the upper edge of the box-
like base. That is to say, the end members when
folded inwardly do not extend upwardly beyond
the top edge of the box-like base. The hinged
side members 21 when folded inwardly, rest flatly
on top of the breviously folded end members, as
plainly illustrated by Fig. 2.

The latching means used for holding the hinged
end members and side members in the extended
or upright position, may be of the type illustrated
by Fig. 3, wherein 26 indicates g pin or stud hav-
ing a head or button 27 at one end, and an an-
choring means 28 at the opposite end whereby
the pin or stud may be secured to the hinged side
member 21, one at each upper corner. In the
upright condition of the side members, the pins
or studs project inwardly of the crib, with the
heads or buttons spaced from the material in
which the pins are anchored. Four such pins
are applied to the crib.

The top rail 29 of each hinged end member
has, at each of its ends, a latch such as is illus~
trated by Figs. 3 and 4. This latch may consist of
a metallic U-shaped strap having legs 30 and 31
screwed or otherwise fixed to rail 29, with the
connecting end portion 32 capping the rail end.
Portion 32 may be slotted as at 33 to accommo-
date the shank of pin or stud 26, whereas one leg
30 has an aperture 34 connecting with the slot
and adapted to permit disposition of the head or
button 2T within the confines of the latch.

An actuator for the latch in the form of a slide
35, extends across the end member 32 of the strap

and may be held yieldingly against the inside ;

face thereof by means of g leaf spring or the like
36 (Fig. 4) having an anchorage 37 in the end
of rail 29. FPinger pieces 38, flush fitted to the
rails at 76, are not readily manipulated by an
infant yet they provide a convenient means of
shifting the slide to latching and releasing posi-
tions. When the slide is lowered, as in Fig. 3,
8 finger 89 blocks the entrance to slot 33 and
brecludes the release of pin or stud 26 therefrom.
Upon elevating the slide, the finger 39 is with-
drawn from intercepting relationship with the
slot, and permits ready entry and withdrawal of
the pin or stud shank. Fig. 3 shows the pin or
stud in the normal relationship to the latch
member, so that it is easily apparent how the pin
or stud may be received in the latch slot when
the lateh slide is elevated and the latch is moved
bodily to the left for engaging the pin or stud.
This same action occurs when the hinged side
member 24 at the left of Fig. 1 is swung to the
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upright position. The construction at the right
of Fig. 1 is similar, there being four latch means
applied to the crib. As will be understood, the
latches simultaneously iock all the side and end
members together, preventing disengagement
koth sidewise and endwise. - This double locking
at both ends of the curb aids the attendant in
quickly folding and setting up the crib, without
assistance. In the folded condition of the crib,
the heads or buttons 2T may rest within recesses
60 (Figs. 1 and 5), formed in the upper edges of
the end rails 9. Recesses 50 may include latches
for the buttons 27.

The folding leg structure of the crib is con-
structed as follows. Each of the four corner
posts 20 has a vertical depending extension 40
provided at its terminal end with & foot 41 which
may be in the form of a smooth button or the
like commonly known as a dome of silence. A
metallic hinge 42, preferably in the form of a flat

.strap riveted or otherwise secured as at 43 to the

leg 44, may be hinged as at 45 to the inner face
of extension 48. The hinged énd of the leg pref-
erably is recessed at 46 to receive the button mem.
ber 21 when the leg is extended to the upright
position, thereby to stabilize the hinge connec-
tion and impart a high degree of rigidity thereto.
The two legs at each end of the crib may be
joined by means of a connecting bar 47 to insure
Unitary movement of the legs to the extended
and collapsed positions.

Limiting means in the form of toggle braces 48
and 49 serve to latch the legs in the extended
position so that they might not accidentally fold.
Brace 48 may be pivoted to the side frame mem.-
ber 12 at the location 50, while brace 48 is piv-
oted to the leg at 51. A pivoted connection be-
tween the braces is indicated at 52, and the char-
acters 53 and 54 indicate friction means tend-
ing to maintain the alizned condition of the braces
illustrated at the right of Fig. 1. It will be un-
derstood, of course, that any suitable form of
bracing means might be employed for the pur-
bose of establishing and maintaining the desired
extended relationship of the legs relative to the
body of the crib,

Each of the four legs may be furnished at its
free end, with a swivel caster 55 whereby the crib
may be rolled and directed along a floor or other
surface. - When all of the legs are extended, the
casters are free to swivel When the legs are
folded as indicated at the left of Fig. 1, however,
it is desirable that the swivel movement of the
casters be restrained so that the wheels of the
casters will perform as rollers mounted upon rigid
horizontal axles extending transversely of the
length of the crib. To establish this non-swivel
relationship of the casters, means may be fur-
nished in the form of caster retainers or clips 56
screwed or otherwise fastened in g depending
position to the lower edge of rail 12, such clip
being shown in detail by Fig. 6. Tt will be ob-
served that each clip has g pair of depending
legs 57 to embrace the flat-sided fork members of
a caster, so as to retain the caster fork in the
non-swivel position shown at the left of Pig, 1,
leaving the caster wheel free to rotate upon its
axle. The legs of the retaining device might pref-
erably be resilient in character, so that when they
embrace the caster fork the latter is gripped
thereby to preclude the possibility of the foldable
leg dropping to the extended position inadvert-
ently. Each of the four retainers 56 constitut-
ing a set for the crib, is properly spaced from the
pivot 45, so as to automatically receive the caster
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fork when the leg is swuang to -2 folded -position
substantially fatly againstithe under side of the
.crib base. #As will (be understood, the leg strue-
tures may be swung to ithre folded position while
the .crib is standing on end, the casters maturally
-assuming -2 votated position at which ‘the whesls
thereof are disposed in vertical planes,:so ‘that the
forks.of the casters will be immediately reeceptive
t0 the retaining clips. Thus it is unnMecessary for
the operater fo maniputate the casters individ-
wmally by hand, in -order to fit them into the re-
taining clips.

To prepare the device for storage, the hinged
side and .end members ‘may jbe folded down to
compact form, and thereafter the -crib may be
stoed on .end to render the leg structures most
easily .accessible for folding against the orib bot-
tom. After folding the leg struetures, the com~
pletely folded crib may easily be rolled beneath
- bed or other article of furniture. In the folded
condition, the shallow box-like base of the crib
will contain the usual mattress and bed clothing,
so that the device will be immediately ready for
subsequent use. The completely collapsed con-
dition of the crib is plainly illustrated by PFig. 2.

Tt ‘may be noted that the buttons 44 at the
lower ends of the corner posts’ extensions, are
elevated but slightly above floor level when the
crib is resting upon the floor with the legs thereof
folded under it. By reason of this fact, it is
possible to use the crib asa play pen by simply
unfolding the hinged side and end members to
the upright position. The parts then will -assume
the Fig. 1 relationship, with all legs folded under,
and it will be noted that the buttons 41 in that
event will be sufficiently close to the floor as fo
present serious tilting of ‘the crib as the ‘infant
therein moves from one end of the crib to the
other. It is pessible -also to remove the casters
entirely when the crib is used as a play pen.

Tn conclusion, it may be noted that all constit-
went parts of the -collapsible crib -are simptle and
inexpensive in -character, thereby facilitating
manufacture and assembly while gt the sametime
maintsining cost at -2 minimum.
sturdy :and durable, and the user will experience
no difficulty in manipulating it without the -as-
sistance-of other persons. Ttis jmportant to note
that the latching means at each end of the crib
are within easy reach of the operator, the ar-
rangement being such that the hinged members
2424 may be folded inwardly ijn succession with-
out requiring the operator to reach the full length
of the crib in manipulating the latching devices.
Extending the crib to the use position is as easily
accomplished, as folding it fo the collapsed or
non-use position. When completely folded, the
crib conveniently may be rolled beneath a bed or
other article of furniture so that it will be con-
cealed from view. Other advantages inherent in
the structure have been previously stated amongst
the objects of the invention appearing at the
forepart of this description.

What is claimed is:

1. A folding crib, comprising a main box-like
base rectangular in shape, with shallow sides and
ends of uniform height and having a resilient
bottom, two upright end members hinged to the
upper part of the two ends of said base at a

lower elevation than said upper part of the ends, -

so the said hinged upright end members, when
folded down inwardly, shall not extend above
the top edge of said box-like base, and two up-
right side members of such height and so hinged
to upper parts of the sides of said base, so said
upright side members when folded inwardly, will

The device is
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- gpposite directions.

itie “ftar -on top of the suid “falded wapright emd
rembers, and twoe sebs of legs hinged to fold
fiatly against the wnder side of said box-like base,
free-rolling swivel casters on sgid Jegs and means
pperative ‘incident to folding the legs under the
«crib, for holding said casters .in mon-swivel out
free-rolling position, thus ‘permitting ‘the folded
crib to he rolted underneath an cordinary bed,on
itsrown-casbers.

9. A foldable erib comprising a-shallow box-like
base having a bottom, ends, and sides to @ccom-
modate bed «clothing, pivot means near the cor- -
ners -of said base, and legs attached to the base
by said pivet means far swinging movement from
upright position to a folded position at which
the degs are -disposed .substantially flatwise aleng
the bottom of the -crib, a swivel caster on the
#ree end of -each leg to support the crib for dirigi-
hility .of movement along a floor, and means op-
erative to fix the casters against swiveling inci-
dent to movement of the legs to the Ielded
positien, the casters -remaining free-rolling in
verkical planes while 50 fixed :against -swiveling,
to ensure .straight-line wheeling of the erib in

comprising a shallow box-
like base having.a bottem, ends,.and sides to ac-
commodate bed clothing, pivot ineans near fhe
corners.of said base, and legs attached to the hase
by said pivot means for swinging movement from
upright position to-a falded position at which the
legs are disposed ‘substantially flatwise along the
pottom -of the -crib, -a swivel caster on the .free
end of each leg to support the crib for dirigibility
of movement along a floor, and means -operative
to fix the casters againstswiveling while the legs
are .so folded, the casters remaining free-rolling
in vertical planes while so fixed against.swiveling,
to ensure straight-line wheeling of the crib in
opposite directions, and means at the corners of
the box-like base serving:as feet in the folded con-
dition of the legs and as stabilizers for the legs
when disposed in the upright positien.

4. A foldable crib-comprising a-shallow hox-like
pbase having a boltem, ends, and sides to accom-
modate bed clothing, pivet means near the cor-
ners of .said base, and less attached to the base
by said pivet means for .swinging movement from
upright position to 2 folded position at which the

3. A foldable crib

‘legs are disposed substantially flatwise along the

bottom of the crib, a swivel caster on the free end
of each leg to support the crib for dirigibility of
movement along a floor, and means operative to
fix the casters against swiveling while the legs
are so folded, the casters remaining free-rolling
in vertical planes while so fixed against swiveling,
to ensure straight-line wheeling of the crib in op-
posite directions, said caster fixing means being
in the form of clips secured to the bottom of the
crib to embrace the sides of the casters incident
to swinging of the legs to the folded position.

5. A foldable crib comprising 2 shallow box-like
base having a bottom, ends, and sides to accom-
modate bed clothing including a mattress, said
base including corner posts each having a de-
pending extension to serve as a mount for a leg
of the crib, the extensions peing of a length ap-
proximating a cross-sectional  dimension of the
legs, a leg pivoted to each extension for swinging
movement from a position of alignment with a
corner post to a folded position substantially flat-
wise against the bottom of the box-like base, a
swivel caster at the end of each leg to support the
crib for movement in the aligned positions of the
legs, and means for restraining the swivel move-
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ments of the casters when the legs are displaced
to the folded position, the extensions of the cor-
ner posts being elevated to a limited extent above
floor level when the legs are so folded, to perform
as stops limiting tilting of the crib at the ends
thereof while supported upon the casters in the
non-swivel relationship.

6. In a folding crib, the combination which
comprises a box-like base having sides and ends,
a pair of hinged end members movable from an
upright position upon the ends of the base to a
horizontal position at which said end members
are substantially parallel to the base, side mem-
bers hinged to the base for movement from an
upright position to one at which the side mem-
bers rest in substantial parallelism with the base,
keepers in the form of headed studs applied to the
side members with the heads spaced from said
side members and extending centerward of the
crib, and latch means on each hinged end mem-
ber including a slotted body to receive g keeper
head when one of the end members is swung to
the upright position subsequently to disposition
of a side member to the upright position, and a
latch slide movable vertically downwardly to a
flush relationship with the end member, said
latch slide including a finger for engaging the
keeper head and precluding release thereof from
the slot of the latch body, thereby simultaneously
locking the side and end members against side-
wise and endwise disengagement,

7. A folding crib comprising a main box-like
base rectangular in shape, with shallow sides and
ends extending upwardly to a uniform height, a

bottom for said hox-like base, two opposed up- -

right end members and means hinging said end
members to the ends of the base for swinging
movement from the upright position to a folded
horizontal position at which the end members are

substantially flush with the top of the box-like °

base, two opposed upright side ‘members, and
means hinging said side members to the sides of
the base so that the side members when folded
inwardly from the upright position, will lie flatly
on top of the folded end members, two sets of
legs hinged upon the base to fold substantially
flatly against the under side of said base, free-
rolling swivel casters on said legs, and means for
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holding said casters in non-swivel but free-rolling
position when the legs are folded beneath the
base, thus permitting the folded crib to be rolled
on its own casters beneath an ordinary bed.

8. A folding crib comprising a main box-like
base rectangular in shape, with shallow sides and
ends extending upwardly to a uniform height, a
bottom for said box-like base, two opposed up-
right end members and means hinging said end
members to the ends of the base for swinging
movement from the upright position to a folded
horizontal position at which the end members are
Substantially flush with the top of the box-like
base, two opposed upright side members, and
means hinging said side members to the sides of
the base so that the side members when folded
inwardly from the upright position, will lie flatly
on top of the folded end members, two sets of legs
hinged upon the base to fold substantially flatly
against the under side of said base, free-rolling
swivel casters on said legs, and means for hold-
ing said casters in non-swivel but free-rolling po-
sition when the legs are folded beneath the base,
said holding means being in the form of resilient
clips fixed to the base for embracing and yield-
ingly holding the sides of the casters in the non-
swivel relationship only when the legs are so
folded.
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