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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that T, CHARLES HENRY SHULTZ,

'-g citizen of the United States, residingat Val-

o

entine, in the county of Cherry and State of
Nebraska, have invented a new and useful
Check-Hook Eye,of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
check-hooks, the objects in view being to pro-
duce a cheap and simple eye or coupler for

~removably engaging the hook and designed
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to be applied to the rear end of the overdraw-
strap; to construet the eye of spring-wireand
to adapt it when connected with the hook to
be secure and not liable to become displaced
through accidents.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in certain features of con-
struction hereinafter specified and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims. .

Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1is a
perspective view of a check-hook, a portion of
an overdraw strap, and an eye or coupler en-
gaging the hook and secured to the strap and
constructed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a detail in plan of the preferred form
of eyeor coupler. Hig. 3isalongitudinal sec-
tional view of the same. Fig. 4 is a detailin
perspective of a modified construction of eye
or coupler.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

In practicing nyinvention Iemploy ablank
of spring-wire of suitable gage and length, and
by proper means coil the same at each side of
its eenter, as at 1, whereby I produce an in-
termediate cross-bar 2 designed to beconnect-
ed with the rear end of a side check-strap 3.
By bending the blank as described I form op-
posite terminals 4 which are disposed in-
wardly to a common point in Tear of the bar

-2 and interlock, forming an infermediate
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check-hook engagingeye 5. Theseterminals
are then bent upon themselves in an obtuse
manner so as to form loops 6 at each side of

" the eye, after which they are inwardly bent
and forwardly disposed, producing theengag-
ing ends 7 which terminate in hooks 8 that
are engaged over the rear sides of the coil 1.
It will be seen that in order to engage thé eye
5 of the coupler with the cheek-hook itissim-
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ply necessary tocompressthe twospring-mem-
bers formed by the terminals 4, the loops 6,
and the arms 7, so that the loops 6 are nearly
brought into alignment with each other, thus
enlarging the eye 5 and enabling the operator
to pass the same readily over the end of the
check-hook. When passed over the end of
the check-hook and bolted to its positionthe
spring-members are released, and the tend-
ency being to separate causes the opposite
sides of the eye 5 to ‘engage snugly with the
aforesaid hook and obviateany accidental dis-
placement. Desired disengagement may be
readily accomplished by simply compressing
the two members in the manner before de-
seribed, and slipping the coupling-deviece up
over the end of the hook. _

I have illustrated a modified construetion
or form of coupler, which, while embodying
the principles of theone previously deseribed,
has its details slightly altered. Inthismeodi-
fied construction I employ a blank of spring-
wire in the same manner as before, butinlieu
of coiling the same at opposite sides of the
center form the coil 10 directly at the center.
The terminals 11 are, as in the previous in-
stance, converged rearward to a common point
where they areinterlocked, forming thecheck-
hook engaging eye 12, are then diverged. or

bhent obtusely in opposite directions forming

the loop 13, and finally the forwardly disposed
engaging-arms 14 which terminate in hooks
15, which engage the front portions of thecoil
10. ‘The overdraw-strap is connected to the
eye 10inlieu of the bar 2, asin theside check-
strap hook. The operation is precisely the
same as before deseribed, in that the tendency
of the coil 10 is to separate the spring-mem-
bers, thus decreasing the size of the eye 12
and causing it to bind npon the check-hook.
This binding may be relieved, however, by a
compression of the members whereby the
loops 13 areswung more nearly into alignment
with each other.

From the foregoing description in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings it will

be seen that I have provided a very simple.

conpling-device designed tobereadily applied
to the rear end of the overdraw-strap in har-
ness, and when so applied will form an effect-
ive coupler for the same with the check-hook,
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the eoupling operation as well as the uncoup-
ling operation being readily carried on by a
snnple compression of the two spring-mem-
berssoastoalign theloops,thusenlarging the
eyes § or 12 so as toreadily receive or be dis-
engaged from the check-hook.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ingany of the advantages of this invention.

Havmv deserlbed my invention, what I
elaim is—

1. The herein described hook madeof wire
coiled at one end, having the opposite termi-
nals:.extended outward but disposed inwardly
80 ‘as to cross each other at a predstermined
point, then formed into loops which areinter-
locked, then extended back to the starting
point and having the ends of the termmals
engaging with the coil, thereby forming two
looped interlocking members, each of whieh
iscomposed of two bars, the barsof each mem-
ber crossing one another, and the inner bar
of both members likewise crossing and inter-
locking, substantially as specified.

2. The herein described check-hook coup-
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ler, thesameformed of spring-wire blank bent
to form coils at its front end, and having its

opposite terminals rearwardly disposed and

bent to form interlocking: loops, the ends of
the terminals ‘being. forwardly disposed and
terminating in hooks engaging thecoils, %ub-
stantially as specified.

3. The herein described:cheek-hook eoup-
1er' the same consisting of a blank of spring-
wire bent at each side of its center to produce
the coils 1,and the intermediate cross-bar 2
for engaging the overdraw strap, the opposite
terminals 4. being eonverged to a common
point in rear of the bar 2 and bent to form
the opposite loops 6 which interlock, and the
ends of the terminals forwardly disposed as

at 7 and terminating in hooks 8 engagingthe

coils 1, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES HENRY SHULTZ.

Witnesses:
© . MIiuToN. J. ARNER,
J. M. MILLER.
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