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To all whomn it may concern:

Beit known that I, EMILIE NARCISSA AMES,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city and county of Sar Francisco, and in
the State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Tmprovements in Devices for
Closing and Carrying Purses, Hand-Bags, &e.,
bhaving o frame at the top or opening; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

tothe letters of reference marked thereon, mak-.

ing a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a device whereby a
purse, hand-bag, or any similar article having
a frame at the top or opening is closed and car-
ried. I accomplish this by means of a chain
or cord passing through holes of proper size
and properly re-enforced near the top or open-
ing of the purse or other article to which my
deviee is attached. :

Heretofore purses and other similar articles
have had their handles attached to one side of
the opening and have been kept closed by a
clagp or other suifable device, and in carry-
ing the purse the clasp oftentimes comes un-
fastened, and being saupported only on one side
the contents of the purse would drop out.

My invention is intended to obviate this ob-

30 jection, and I accomplish this by the means
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illustrated and deseribed in theaccompanying
drawings and specification.

Figure 1 isa view of a purse closed with my
device attached. Tig. 2 is a view of a purse
open with my device attached.

In purses, hand-bags, and other similar arti-
cles T make a hole near each end thereof and
near theedges of the side that opens. Through
these holes I run a small chain or cord of dou-
ble the length to form @ suitable handle and
unite the ends thereof. The holes through
which the chain or eord passes should be suit-
ably re-enforced by eyelets or other suitable
device to prevent wear and give strength.
This is not indispensable.

The operation of my device is as follows:
The purse or other article being open, you pick
the same up by the chain or cord, and as the
cord or chain passes through both sides it im-
mediately closes the purse, and as the purse
is carried by the chain or cord it prevents the
same from coming open. '

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

As a new article of manufacture, a purse,
hand-bag, or other similar article having a
frame at the top or opening with a cord or
chain for a2 handle passing throngh holes in
each upper end of the several compartments
and through the closing-flap and near the end
and top or opening to close the same when
picked up by it and to keep it closed when car-
ried by it, substantially as deseribed herein.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand. .

EMILIE NARCISSA AMES.

‘Witnesses:

CHAS. D. WHEAT,
Jxo. J. HINE.
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