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(57) Abstract: A suture needle (10) for endo-
scopic surgery includes an arcuate needle body
(1) and a suture thread (90). The needle body
(1) and the suture thread (90) are coupled to-
gether using a coupler (2). The needle body

(1) is formed from a shape-memory alloy. The
coupler (2) is formed from a material (such as
an austenitic stainless steel) ditferent from the
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needle body (1). The method of use is as fol-
lows. The needle body (1) is cooled to a tem-
perature less than a prescribed temperature,
and in this state the needle body (1) is de-
formed into an annular shape. The annular su-
ture needle (10) is fed into the abdominal cav-
ity of a patient through a trocar (50). Since the
temperature inside the abdomen (P) of the pa-
tient is at least equal to the prescribed temper-
ature, the needle body (1) is restored to the ar-
cuate shape in the abdominal cavity by virtue
of the characteristics of the shape-memory al-
loy. When tissue inside the abdominal cavity
has been sutured using the arcuate needle
body (1) and the suture thread (90), the suture
needle (10) is withdrawn to the outside of the
patient's body through the trocar (50). Since
the coupler (2) does not comprise a shape-

memory alloy, the shape of the coupler (2) does not change even when the needle body (1) is restored to the arcuate shape, and the
coupler (2) thus firmly couples the needle body (1) to the suture thread (90).
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