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In a converged communication network, IP data packet services are
provided by a core network to access terminals via radio access nodes (RAN).
By positioning accounting report triggering closer to the usage, accuracy and
comprehensive of accounting is achieved, which can also reduce overhead
burdens on the core network. Additional responsibility is given to an access
gateway (AGW) between an enhanced base station (eBS) of the RAN and the
core network that can reduce the volume and increase the accuracy of
accounting message traffic to an authentication, authorization and accounting
(AAA) server of the core network. The AGW informs the eBS of accounting
rules to be used in making air link records that are merged and formatted in
accordance with an accounting protocol for sending to the AAA server, to
address duration and volume based accounting needs, postpaid and prepaid

accounting types, and user, service and flow based accounting categories.
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