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UNITED STATES 
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PATENT OFFICE. 
FRED A. LUND, OF HOUSTON, TEXAS. 

ELECTRIC DESEPAY SIGN. 

Application filed August 1, 1924. Serial No. 728,551. 

To all whom it may concern 
Beit known that FRED A. LUN), a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Hous 
ton, in the county of Harris and State of 
Texas, has invented new and useful in provements in Electric Display Signs, of 
which the following is a specification. 

It is the purpose of the present invention 
to provide, in a display sign, a construction 
particularly adapted for use in show win 
dows and the like for advertising. 
Another purpose is to provide a display 

sign which is portable and can be located in 
any portion of a show window found con 
venient for displaying advertisements, the 
construction including a plurality of sets of 
letters, which are small or of various sizes 
whereby extensive advertisements may be on 
display. 

Still another purpose is che provision of a 
frame including a rabbet for the reception 
of two sections of glass between which the 
advertisement made up of letters may be air 
ranged, the inner face of the inner glass see 
tion being colored, in conjunction with 
means for exerting pressure upon the tWO 
glass sections to hold the letters in position 
after the advertisement has been made up. 
A further purpose is the provision of 

means for permitting the glass Sections to be 
removed so as to permit the advertisement 
between the glass sections to be changed. 
A still further purpose is the provision of 

a display sign including a frame with means 
on the interior thereof to support an electric 
bulb for lighting the interior whereby the 
advertisement will stand out at night as Well 
as in the day time, the inner surface of the 
frame being hightly glazed, polished Or 
otherwise treated in order to constitute re 
flecting means for the light. 

It is to be understood that the particulars 
herein given are in no way limitative and 
that, while still keeping within the scope of 
the invention, any desired modifications of 
detail and desired proportions may be made 
in the apparatus according to the circum 
stanceS. 
The invention comprises further features 

and combinations of parts to be hereinafter 
set forth, shown in the drawings and 
claimed. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 

proved display sign construction in ac 
cordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view 
on line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a vertical cross sectional view 
on line 3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a face view of the frame with 
the beading or molding frame removed, 
showing the glass holding cleats engaging 
the loops of the main frame. 

Figure 5 is a detail view of a portion of 
the casing 1, showing the glass sections 6 
and 7, the retaining cleat 14 and the block 
15, and showing the reinforcing metal strip 
for the cleat to retain the block against the 
glass section. 

Figure 6 is a detail view of a portion of 
the wood frame 2 and the cleat 14 with the 
reinforcing metal strip and showing the 
wedge 16. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates 
a frame which may be of any suitable size 
Or shape and constructed of any suitable 
sheet metal, preferably tin or sheet alumi 
num. The frame is preferably rectangular, 
the exterior of which may be painted or 
otherwise decorated, and secured to the sides 
and ends of the sheet metal frame adjacent 
the forward edges is a wooden rame 2. 
Suitable screws 3 secure the Wooden frame 
in position. The end portions of the sides 
and ends of the wooden frame are mitered, 
as shown at 4. The wooden frame has a 
rabbet 5 for the reception and support of 
two sections of glass, an inner section 6 (the 
inner face of which is painted or otherwise 
colored, preferably white) and an Outer 
plain section 7. 
Some suitable instrument may be used to 

cut guide lines 8 in the painted surface 
of the bottom section of the glass to act as 
guides for arranging the letters 9 of the 
advertisement. Any number of guide lines 
may be employed and it is also obvious that 
the main frame may be of any size. In 
fact, it may be of such size to be moved from 
one place to another in a show Window or 
it may be made relatively large and capable 
of occupying but One position in a show 
window. In this latter case, a number of 
advertisements may be disclosed by the pres 
ent form of display sign. In fact, the larger. 
the glass, the more advertisements may be 
displayed. 
The bottom rail of the wooden frame and 

the lower wall of the sheet metal main frame 
have registering notches or cut-away por 
tions 10 and 11 to permit of the reception of 
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the fingers to permit the removal of one or 
both of the glass Sections. 

Secured to the wooden frame, as at 12, 
are U-shaped retaining loops or holders 13 
which project outwardly from the wooden 
frame for the reception of the ends of the 
wooden cleats or glass retaining bai's 14. 
These cleats or bars are disposed adjacent 
the longitudinal rails of the wooden frame, 
and carried by certain of their faces are 
blocks 15 which are elongated and act to 
bear upon the outer glass section at loca 
tions adjacent its upper and lower edges, 
thereby exercising continuous pressure of 
one glass section toward the other for the 
purpose of frictionally retaining the lettel's 
forming the advertisement in place. The 
letters may be made of any suitable material. 
preferably pasteboard or other fiber or the 
like, non-transparent so that the letter's will 
stand out prominently when the interior of 
the main frame is illuminated. 

in order to insure maintaining a constant 
pressure of the blocks on the cleats upon 
the glass sections, suitable wedges 16 inlay 
be inserted between the ends of the cleats 
and the outer walls of the retaining loops 
or holders. The removal of these wedges 
will permit the cleats to be removed and the 
glass sections may be subsequently removed. 
A molding frame 17 constructed of any 

suitable metal, preferably sheet copper Ol' 
the like, is provided to engage around the 
margin of the main frame, acting to cover 
the retaining loops or holders and to cover 
the cleats. This molding frame is beveled 
and of the shape in croSS Section shown in 
Figures 2 and 3. This molding frame is se 
cured to the main frame by means of 
Screws 18. 
A suitable porcelain socket 19 is mounted 

on the upper wall of the main frame for the 
reception of an electric light bulb 21 and 
secured upon the outer face of the top of 
the main frame is a similar Socket 20 which 
is adapted to receive the usual plug (nof 
shown) which may be connected by a wire 
(not shown) with the source of electrical 
supply. The two sockets are electrically 
connected, as at 22, there being Suitable 
screws 23 passing through the top of the 
main frame and through ears of the sockets 
to hold the sockets in position. 

in order to insure pressure of the blocks 
15 on the glass Sections 6 and 7, metal rein 
forcing spring strips 24 are Secured by bolts 
25 to the cleats 14. The ends of the metal 
reinforcing spring strips provide a steady 
pressure on the cleats and have their termi 
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nals overbent, as at 26, to overlie the ends 
of the cleats 14. 
A suitable wooden frame 2 of an orna 

mental character is provided. This frame 
is rabbeted, as shown, to engage over the 
molding frame 17. The Wooden flame 27 
may have any ornamental shape and be pro 
vided with a wooden veneering, such as 
(quartered Oak, mahogany or the like. The 
surface of the Veneering may be highly pol 
ished so as to present a very neat appearance. 
The invention having been set forth, what 

is claimed is: 
1. A display sign comprising a main 

frame, an auxiliary frame Secured therein 
adjacent its forward margin and provided 
with a rabbet, a pair of glass sections engag 
ing said rabbet, outstanding retaining loops 
on the auxiliary frame, cleats engaging said 
loops and provided with means bearing upon 
the Outer glass Section to insure constant 
pressure of the Outer glass Section against 
the inner glass Section an advertising exhibit 
between the two glass sections and friction 
ally engaged by them, and a molding cov 
ering Said cleats and cleat retaining loops. 

2. A display sign comprising a main 
frame, an auxiliary frame having a rabbet 
and Secured in the main frame adjacent its 
forward margin, a pair of glass sections en 
gaging said 'abbet, longitudinal cleats car 
rying blocks bearing upon the margin of 
One of the glass Sections to insure pressure 
between it and the other glass section, an 
advertising exhibit between and frictionally 
engaged by said glass sections, means on the 
ends of the auxiliary frame for the recep 
tion of said cleats to retain them in position, 
and a molding covering the cleats. 

3. A display sign comprising a main 
frame, an auxiliary frame having a rabbet 
and Secured in the main frame adjacent its 
forward margin, a pair of glass sections en 
gaging said rabbet, longitudinal cleats car 
rying blocks bearing upon the margin of 
one of the glass Section3 to insure pressure 
between it and the other glass section, an 
advertising exhibit between and frictionally 
engaged by said glass Sections, Outstanding 
loops carried by the auxiliary frame for the 
reception of the ends of the cleats, devices 
engaging between the outer portions of the 
loops and the ends of the cleats to insure 
constant pressure upon the glass sections, 
and a molding covering the cleats. 

In testimony whereof he affixes his sig 
nature. 

FRED A. LUND. 
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