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This invention relates to fanciful decorations and dis-
plays and, in particular, to jack-o’-lanterns and devices
particularly adapted for use therewith,

A traditional display or decoration utilized in the ob-
servance of Halloween is the well-known jack-o’-lantern
conventionally formed of a pumpkin suitably apertured
to resemble a face and ‘provided with an internally dis-
posed light source such as a candle to create an eerie
sensation when the jack-o’-lantern is placed in a dark or
dimly lit environment. However, while a jack-o™lantern
seldom fails to delight young children, there are certain
circamstances surrounding its fabrication and use which
are not wholly desirable.

For example, a pumpkin i normally prepared for
transformation into a jack-o™-lantern by the removal of
a portion of its top wall so that the interior thereof may
be emptied of seeds and other extraneous materials.
This removed or separated top portion then functions as a
lid for the jack-o-lantern. - Frequently, however, the
natural stem of the pumpkin has been broken off during
harvesting or shipment and, hence, there is no convenient
means whereby the lid thus provided may be grasped to
gain access into the interior of the jack-o’-lantern.

An even more serious problem arises in the lighting
of a candle which is positioned within the jack-o’-lantern
to provide certain desired effects. In the first place, if the
candle is merely positioned on the floor of the interior of
the pumpkin, it will normally be unstable and may be
easily upset if the jack-o’-lantern is jarred or moved.
Also, the candle is normally positioned immediately be-
neath the opening in the top wall through which the
hand is inserted to light the candle or to position a lighted
candle, thereby making ménipulation or lighting of the
candle quite dangerous. In view of the temptation and
curiosity which a candle arousés in children anid their
tendency to handle it, this hazard is especially imminent.

Accordingly, it is the principal object of the present
invention to provide devices particularly adapted for use
with jack-o’-lanterns which will render them more con-
venient and/or safe for use.

An additional object of the invention is to render the
lid of a jack-o’-lantern easily engageable even though the
natural stem of the pumpkin has become detached there-
from. )

A further object of the invention is to render a jack-o™
lantern particularly adapted to receive a candle in such
a manner that the candle can be easily positioned, lighted
and maintained therein in a safe and efficient manner.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come apparent with reference to the following description
and the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a partially exploded perspective view of
a jack-o’-lantern showing various of the features of the
invention;

FIGURE 2 is a side sectional elevational view of the
jack-o™-lantern shown in FIGURE 1; and
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FIGURE 3 is an enlarged elevational viéw, partially in
section, of a portion of the jack-o>-lantern shown in
FIGURES 1 and 2.

The present invention is adapted to be utilized with a
jack-o™-lantern 11 having a removable top section 13 to
provide access to a hLollow interior. Vefy generally, the
illustratéd embodiment of the invention comprises an
artificial handle 15 adapted to be attached to the separable
tep section 13 so as to facilitate the refoval and replace-
ment thereof, and a catrier 17 secured to and suspended
from the handle internally of the jack-o-lantern and
adapted to support a candle 19. By virtue of its connec-
tion to the handle 13, the candle carrier is withdrawn
from the interior of the jack-o’-lantern whenever the top
section 13 is removed and; when so withdrawn, is reddily
accessible to the placement thereon of the candle 19 and
the lighting of the same.

More specifically, the jack-o-lantern 11 with which
the handle 15 and candle carrier 17 of the present inven-
tion is utilized is preferably sculptured from the shell 21
of a patural pumpkin 23 by the provision of apertures 25
in one wall thereof shaped to resemble the eyes, nose and
mouth of a real or imaginary creature. If desired, how-
ever, the handle 15 and candle carrier 17 may also be
utilized with a shell fabricated of a fireproof material
formed to resemble a pumpkin and suitably apertured in
the above-referred to manner: The top section 13 of the
shell 21 of the pumpkin 23 is separated from the re-
mainder thereof along a somewhat conical surface to
provide a lid which may be removed to provide access to
the interior of the jack-o™lantern, the conical surface being
effective to prevent the lid from being iniserted completely
into the interior of the pumpkin.

When a natural pumpkin is used to form the jack-o’-
lantern, the stem of the pumpkin is frequently severed or
broken from the remainder of the pumpkin during har-
vesting or shipment, thus rendering the lid of the shell
inconvenient to. grasp.  Accordingly, the handle 15 is
provided and comprises .an elongated slightly curved
member 27 formed to resemble the stem of a pumpkin.
The lower end surface of the handle is adapted to be
placed in close fitting relationship to the area of the top
section 13 to which the natural stem had been attached
and may, if desired be provided with a serrated or sharp
edge whereby it may be embedded in the top section and
thereby blend more completely into the shell.

The handle 15 is attached to the top section or lid 13
by means of a stud 29 which is embedded within the
handle and projects outwardly therefrom a distance some-
what greater than the thickness of the top section. The
stud is forced or otherwise inserted through an opening
thus provided in the lid. The outwardly projecting end
of the stud is threaded to permit attachment thereto of the
candle carrier 17, the presence of which also prevents
withdrawal of the stud from the opening. ‘

The candle carrier 17 is attached to the threaded end
of the stud 29 and comprises a pair. of L-shaped brackets
31 and 33, each of which includes a horizontal base 35
and a generally vertical arm 37. The bracket 31 is in-
verted with its base 35a uppermost and with its arm 37a
depending therefrom. - The base is provided with a
threaded hole to receive the threaded stud 29 of the handle
and serves as a fastener by means of which the handle is
attached to the lid.
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The remaining L-shaped bracket 33 is disposed with its
base 35b lowermost and ‘with its'arm 37b extending up-
wardly therefrom. The bracket 33 is secured to the
bracket 31 by a pair of straps 39 which encircle the arms
37 so as to maintain the arms in close relation to one
another but which permit sliding relative movement of
the brackets in the vertical direction so that the overall
length defined by the arms can be adjusted to accommo-
date pumpkins of various internal heights. The arm
37a of the bracket 31 is provided with a nub 41 which
projects inwardly toward the arm 37b of the bracket 33,
and the arm 37b of the bracket 33 is provided with a
series of notches 43 to receive the nub 41, whereby the
brackets may be fixed in any of a number of desired
positions.

In order that the candle may be suitably accommodated
on the L-shaped bracket 33, the base 35b thereof is pro-
vided with a cup 45 which will receive wax which drips
from the candle. If desired, the bottom of the cup may
be provided with an upwardly projecting tack or pin (not
shown) which may be inserted into the base of the candle
to stabilize it in position.

A generally concave reflector 47 designed to concen-
trate the illumination of the candle and reflect it for-
wardly out through the apertures of the forward wall of
the pumpkin is disposed adjacent the candle 19 with its
concave surface facing in the direction of the apertured
wall of the pumpkin. The reflector preferably is formed
of a polished metal and is supported by means of a
threaded bolt 49 passing through the reflector and through
an opening provided in the arm 37b of the bracket 33.
A washer 51 is interposed between the reflector and
bracket to maintain a spaced relation therebetween.

After a candle has burned for some time within a
jack-o’-lantern, the smoke from the candle will normally
deposit a layer of soot on the under surface of the top
wall or lid. Also, if a natural pumpkin is used, the heat
rising from the candle will tend to dry the lid so as to
eventually render it flammable. In order to avoid this
possibility, a shield in the form of a plate 53 having a
depending peripheral flange 55 is positioned immediately
beneath that portion of the top section 13 overlying the
flame of the candle and intermediate the base 35a¢ of the
bracket 31 and the top section. An opening is preferably
provided in the plate to receive the stud 29, and may or
may not be threaded as desired. Because of its position,
the shield will be first contacted by the smoke and the
heat of the candle and will deflect the same outwardly to
other parts of the interior of the jack-o’-lantern so that the
smoke and heat will not be concentrated on any one por-
tion of the interior wall surface thereof.

It will be seen, therefore, that a device has been pro-
vided which not only serves to make the use of a jack-o’-
lantern more efficient and convenient because of the provi-
sion of a handle for the lid thereof, but, when a candle
is used with the jack-o’-lantern, renders the jack-o’-lan-
tern safer to operate and maintain. In this regard, it
should be appreciated that with the candle attached to the
1id, the candle may be easily withdrawn for lighting or
extinguishing or replacement, and the deflector prevents
the heat or smoke from the candle from being injurious
to the interior of the pumpkin. Also, the provision of a
reflector serves to increase the efficiency of the candle and
provide a more pleasing effect from the use of the jack-
o’-lantern. )

While various of the structural features of the inven-
tion have been shown and described with respect to a
specific embodiment thereof, it should be apparent that
various modifications may be made therein without de-
parting from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A combination handle and candle carrier adapted to
be attached to the separable top section of a jack-o-lan-
tern and comprising an elongated member of sufficient
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size to be easily grasped with the hand and having a lower
end surface adapted to be placed in close fitting engage-
ment with the upper surface of a portion of the top sec-
tion of the jack-o’-lantern, a stud projecting from the lower
surface of said member and adapted to be inserted through
an opening in the portion of the separable top section of
the jack-o-lantern, and a candle carrier attached to said
stud so as to prevent the withdrawal of said stud from
said opening and to thereby secure said handle to the
separable top section of the jack-o™lantern, said candle
carrier including a bracket structure of vertically adjust-
able length threadedly secured to said stud and extending
downwardly within the interior of the jack-o’-lantern, a
support portion secured to the lower end of said bracket
structure in generally horizontal disposition and adapted
to have a candle positioned thereon, and a reflector se-
cured to said bracket structure adjacent said support por-
tion so as to reflect the light emitted by a candle disposed
thereon.

2. A combination handle and candle carrier adapted to
be attached to the separable top section of a jack-o’-lan-
tern pumpkin from which the natural stem has been re-
moved, and comprising an elongated member of sufficient
size to be easily grasped with the hand and having a lower
end surface adapted to be placed in close fitting engage-
ment with the portion of the top section of the pumpkin
to which the natural stem was attached, a stud projecting
from the lower surface of said member and adapted to be
inserted through an opening in the portion of the sepa-
rable top section of the pumpkin to which the natural
stem was attached, and a candle carrier attached to said
stud so as to prevent the withdrawal of said stud from
said opening and thereby secure said handle to the sepa-
rable top section of the pumpkin, said candle carrier in-
cluding a support portion adapted to be disposed in a
generally horizontal position within the pumpkin and
adapted to have a candle positioned thereon, a reflector
supported adjacent an edge of said support portion so as
to reflect the light emitted by a candle disposed thereon,
and a plate located above said support portion and
adapted to deflect smoke and heat from the lower surface
of the separable top section of the pumpkin.

3. In combination, a hollow body resembling a jack-
o’-lantern and including a removable top wall section
affording access to the interior of the body, and a device
for suspending a candle within said hollow body, said
device comprising a stud extending through a hole in the
removable top wall section in close fitting relation to the
walls of said hole and in intersecting relation to the inner
and outer surfaces of the top wall section, said stud hav-
ing a length greater than the thickness of said top wall
section and being disposed relative thereto with an end
projecting past each the inner and outer surfaces thereof,
a handle having a width greater than the diameter of said
stud secured to said stud adjacent the end thereof project-
ing past the outer surface of said top wall section, and a
candle holder including a candle-supporting platform se-
cured to said stud adjacent the end thereof projecting past
the inner surface of said top wall section so as to suspend
said candle holder from said top wall section, said candle
holder having a width at its point of attachment to said
stud greater than the diameter of said stud, said stud be-
ing rendered detachable from one of said handle and
candle holder so as to permit attachment and detachment
of said candle-suspending device to and from said top wall
section.

4. A combination in accordance with claim 3 wherein
said candle-suspending device includes a reflector secured
above said platform and provided with a reflective surface
facing an interior surface of a side wall of the hollow
body.

5. A device for supporting a candle within a jack-o’-
lantern having a separable top section, said device com-
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B
prising a candle supporting platform, a bracket secured
to said platform and extending upwardly therefrom, said
bracket comprising at least two interconnected sections
shiftable relative to each other so as to permit the upper
end of said bracket to be selectively positioned at any one
of a plurality of predetermined distances from said plat-
form to accommodate the device to jack-o-lanterns of
various heights, and means for securing the upper end
of said bracket adjacent the lower surface of said top
section,
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