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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to reels and is directed 
more particularly to manually operated reels 
for indicating a line between two or more points. 

In laying out gardens, Walks, fence lines and 
Similar Operations, it is often desirable to mark 
the direction by means of a string which is 
usually fastened to pegs that are driven into 
the ground. These pegs are easily misplaced 
and usually being inade of wood, they are easily 
damaged. 

It is the primary object of my invention 
to overcome these difficulties by providing a 
relatively Sinnple device consisting of two pegs 
Or ground engaging elements, one telescoped 
Within the other, so that the Outer element 
may be forced in the ground and serve to hold 
One end of a String, and, the inner element 
Carrying a reel on Which the String is wound, 
may be removed and forced into the ground 
at Some renote point. 
Another object is to provide a reel of this 

character which shall consist of few parts which 
aire Simple in constillction, and inexpensive to 
nanufacture, and which may be readily and eas 
ily operated. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

the invention may be stated to consist in the 
various novel features of construction and ar 
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rangement Or combination, all of which will be 
fully described hereinafter and pointed out in 
the appended claims. 
In the drawing accompanying and forming 

a part of this application, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation with parts in 

Section showing my reel in position and marking 
a Straight line between two points; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation with parts broken 
a Way of the device in assembled or telescoped 
relation; and, 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view through 
the device. 
A reel constructed in accordance with my in 

vention comprises a tubular ground engaging 
element 1 having a sharpened portion 2 at one 
end, and at the opposite end said element is 
preferably enlarged at 3 to receive a set screw 
4. Which is threaded transversely therein. 
The tubular element 1 is adapted to receive 

a rod 5, One end of Which is sharpened as indi 
cated at 6, while the opposite end projects 
beyond the tubular element 1. Journalled on 
the upper projecting end of rod 5 is a reel 
Which is adapted to receive the cord or other 
flexible element to be wound thereon. This reel 
Comprises a sleeve 68 having a shoulder 7 and 
a threaded portion 8. A circular reel flange 
9 is engaged over the threaded portion 8 and 
is clamped between shoulder 7 and a reel core 
10 that is engaged with threaded portion 8. A 
Second reel flange 11 having a rounded outer 

(C. 242-96) 
face 12 is engaged on the upper end of Core 
10 and is maintained in position by a Screw 
i3 threaded into the core. The reel structure 
is rotatably journalled on rod 5 and is prevented 
from being withdrawn therefrom by a Set Screw 
14 which is threaded through sleeve 68 and en 
gaged in a reduced portion 15 that is formed 
On rod 5. The rod 5 is also pirovided With a 
second reduced portion 16 in which the set 
screw 4 is adapted to engage to retain the rod 
5 and tubular ground engaging element 1 in 
assembled position. 
In use, a cord or other flexible element indi 

cated at 17 is Wound on the reel and has the 
inner end thereof fastened to one of the reel 
flanges while the outer end is adapted to be 
fastened to the tubular ground engaging ele 
ment 1. The Operator forces the ground en 
gaging element 1 into the ground by pressing 
downwardly on the rounded and Smooth portion 
of the reel flange 12, Whereupon Set ScreW 4 
is loosened to permit the rod 5 and reel to be 
Withdrawn from the tubula, element 1. The 
operator then Walks toward the desired point, 
carrying the reel by the rod 5 So that the reel 
may rotate freely on the rod. When the desired 
point is reached, the rod 5 is forced into the 
ground by pressing downwardly on the rounded 
Ireel flange 12. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A device of the character described com 

prising a tubular ground engaging element, a 
second ground engaging element telescoped 
within said tubular member, a reel journalled 
on said second mentioned ground engaging ele 
ment, Said reel and Second element Serving as 
a means to force said first element into the 
ground, and a detachable connection between 
Said elements. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising a tubular ground engaging element, a rod 
disposed Within said tubular element and pro 
jecting therebeyond, and a reel journalled on 
Said rod, Said reel having a rounded flange 
forming a handle portion to facilitate forcing 
Said tubular ground engaging element into the 
ground When said element and rod are in tele 
Scoped relation. 

3. A device of the character described com 
prising a ground engaging element in the form 
of a rod, a sleeve rotatably journaled on said 
rod, and a reel Secured to said sleeve, said 
reel having the face of the end flange thereof 
On the Side opposite the said ground engaging 
element rounded and smooth thereby constitut 
ing a handle portion to facilitate forcing said 
ground engaging element into the ground. 
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