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shown therein opposite ends of the tubing are 
fitted with plugs or closures to which is affixed, 
as by soldering or welding, short Spindle men 
bers 12. These members are adapted to be re 
ceived within a bore formed in a sleeve 3, the 
sleeve member 3 being secured to the bracket 
members 6 and as by means of threads 4 and 
locked in place by lock nuts 5. 
Each of the sleeve members 3 is preferably 

closed at its outer end as indicated at 6 and a 
compression spring interposed between this 
end and the end of the spindle members 2. This 
construction permits the tubing to be forced to 
one side against the pressure of one of the springs 

a sufficient distance to bring the opposite spin 
dle member 2 out of the sleeve within which it 
is received so as to permit the end thus freed 
to be moved out of alignment With the sleeve and 
the entire assembly removed from the housing. 
The housing/l is also preferably fitted with a 

readily openable closure member 8 which may 
comprise a partially cylindrical section having 
sufficient arcuate length to enclose an open side 
9 of the housing . Opposite ends of the clo 

sure 8 are provided with radial flange members 
which are in turn bored to receive the sleeves 
so that the closure may be moved in a pivotal 
fashion about the center of the housing from 
an open position such as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 
3 to a closed position such as that illustrated in 
Fig. 2. Ready opening and closing of this clo 
sure member maybe facilitated by bending a por 
tion 2 thereof outwardly from the surface of 
its cylindrical shape to provide a handle portion. 
Inasmuch as some sheet materials, such as 

surgical adhesive tape, must be cut in order to 
separate an unrolled portion from the body of 
rolled material, we prefer to provide a means for 
readily cutting of such a removed portion. For 
this purpose we employ a cutter supporting bar 
or rail. 2 which is also carried by the brackets 
6 and 7 and disposed substantially parallel to the 
rod . 
rail 2 comprises a rolled edge which extends 
along one longitudinal edge of the opening 9. 
This rolled edge may be constructed along the 
lines indicated in Figs. 2 and 3 wherein the edge 
of the material of the housing O is shown bent 
inwardly and back upon itself to provide a sub 
stantially cylindrical bead extending full length 
of the edge 2. 
Between the under surface of this bead and the 

inner surface of the housing to we provide an 
angle supporting member 22 which is securely 
attached to the body portion of the housing fo 
and to the under surface of the bead as by Weld 
ing or soldering. The upper surface of the edge 
or bead 2 is then slit for its full length to pro 
vide a slot or kerf 23 in which may be received 
a cutter or knife 24. The cutter or knife is pref 
erably disposed in a vertical plane and provided 
with front and rear cutting edges 25 and 26. This 
knife is adapted to be moved along the length of 
the slot 23, it being guided in such movement 
by a substantially cylindrical guiding member 2 
received within the bore formed by the rolled 
bead 2. A handle 28 may be securely affixed 
to the upper protruding end of the cutter blade 
24 so that the blade may be easily slid along the 
slot 23 from one end of the housing to the other, 
the handle 28 is preferably formed with laterally 
extending wings 28a, the under surfaces of which 
are curved to lie close to the upper surface of the 
bead 2. These wings 28a serve to prevent acci 
dental contact with the cutter and also to press 

In the form of device shown herein, the 
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the tape being cut down upon the bead while the 
tape is being severed by the cutting blade. 

It will thus be seen that rolled material may 
be pulled from the roll 2 and the end thereof 
brought downwardly to bring the material into 
contact with the top portion or ledge formed by 
the rolled bead 2. The cutter 24 may then be 
moved along its slot 23 through use of the han 
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dle 28 to sever that portion of the material which 
is disposed outside of the housing 10 from that 
which is attached to the roll 2. When themate 
rial comprising the rolled material 2 has an ad 
hesive under surface such as is encountered in 
adhesive tape, the end thereof which is integral 
with the rolled material 2 will remain on the 
inner portion or ledge of the bead 2 in the man 
ner illustrated in Fig. 2, thus permitting ready 
access to that material whenever it is desired 
to remove more from the roll 2. Furthermore 
with this type of tape, which is known to be dif 
ficult to cut, the adhesive side clings to bead 2, 
upon both sides of the slot 23 whereby the tape 
is in effect supported by the bead under tension 
thus greatly facilitating cutting of the tape. 

Inasmuch as continued use of the cutter 24 
tends to eventually dull the cutting edges 25 and 
2 thereof we prefer to make provision for the 
removal of the cutter so that the cutting edges 
may be re-sharpened. This may be readily ac 
complished by cutting off one end 29 of the bead 
2 in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1 so that the 
cutter 24 may be moved beyond the end of the 
slot 2 to permit bodily removal of the cutter 
2, guiding cylinder 27 and handle 28 from the 
apparatus. 
From the foregoing it will be observed that we 

have provided a holder and dispenser for rolled 
sheet material which may be manufactured in a 
neat and attractive form and that the apparatus 
is provided with a readily openable cover so that 
the rolled sheet material may be kept covered at 
? times and protected from dust, dirt, and the 

e 

It will be further observed that the device of 
Our invention provides for the ready cutting of 
remOved portions of Said material from the rol 
On which it is contained and that the cutting 
portions of the cutting device are completely en 
closed so that accidental injury to persons using 
the device is obviated. 

It will be furthermore observed that the type 
of construction illustrated permits the ready re 
moval of the rolls from the holder and ready in 
sertion of new rolls of material thereinto and 
that the type of cutter mounting which is em 
ployed operates to hold the ends of rolls of ad 
hesive material in such position that they may 
be readily grasped for the purpose of removing 
additional amounts of such material from the 
rolls. 
While we have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of our invention, we do not 
desire to be limited to any of the details of con 
struction shown or described herein, except as 
defined in the appended claims. 
We Cain 
1. In a holder for rolled sheet material, the 

combination of: a roll Supporting rod for re 
movably receiving a roll of said sheet material; 
a tubular rail member having a longitudinally 
extending slot therein; bracket means extending 
transversely of Said rail member at opposite ends 
thereof for Supporting said rail member in sub 
stantially parallel relation to Said rod; a guid 
ing member slidably mounted in Said tubular 
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member; a cutter secured to said guiding men 
ber and extending through said slot, whereby 
movement of said cutter along said slot oper 
ates to cut said material unrolled from said roll 
and extended across said slot; and means for 
permitting removal of said cutter from said rail 
member comprising a notch in said tubular rail 
member intersecting said slot and having width 
and length dimensions sufficient to pass said 
guiding member. 

2. In a holder for rolled sheet material, the 
combination of: a roll supporting rod for remov 
ably receiving a roll of said sheet material; a 
tubular rail member having a longitudinally ex 
tending slot therein; means mounting said rail 
member in substantially parallel relation to said 

O 
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rod; a guiding member slidably mounted in said 
tubular member; a cutter secured to said guid 
ing member and extending through said slot, 
whereby a portion of said rolled material un 
rolled from said roll and extended across said 
slot may be cut from the remainder of said roll 
by moving Said guiding member and cutter along 
Said rail and across said material; handle means 
for so moving said cutter Secured to the other 
end thereof and extending beyond said cutter; 
and Wings extended laterally from each side of 
Said handle- and having under Surfaces curved to 
lie in closely spaced parallelism to said tubular 
rail member, whereby said handle and Wings 
serve to Surround said cutter and prevent acci 
dental injury thereon. 

3. In a holder for rolled sheet material coated 
on one side with an adhesive composition, the 
combination of: a roll Supporting rod for re 
movably receiving a roll of said sheet material; 
a tubular rail member having a longitudinally 
extending slot therein; means mounting said rail 
member in Substantially parallel relation to said 
rod; a guiding member slidably mounted in said 
tubular member; a cutter Secured to Said guid 
ing member and extending through Said slot, 
Whereby a portion Of Said rolled material un 
rolled from Said roll and extended across said slot 
with the adhesively coated side facing said rail 
member may be cut from the remainder of said 
roll by moving said guiding member and cutter 
along said rail and across said material; and 
means carried by the upper end of said cutter 
for pressing said material into contact with said 
rail as said cutter is noved therealong, whereby 
the severed portion of Said material is tempo 
rarily adhesively fixed to the rail member at one 
side of said slot and whereby the end of said 
roll of material adheres to said rail member 
at the other side of Said slot. 

4. In a holder for rolled pressure-sensitive ad 
hesive tape, the combination of: a Substantially 
cylindrical sheet material housing having an 
open portion extending substantially the full 
length thereof; an arcuate cover member mount 
ed for pivotal movement for closing said open 
ing; end walls closing the ends of said housing; 
a removable roll supporting means mounted 
within said housing for supporting a roll of ma 
terial therein; a substantially tubular rail posi 
tioned at and along the lower edge of the open 
ing and immediately adjacent said housing, said 
tubular rail having a slot extending substantially 
the full length thereof; and cutting means 
mounted for movement in Said slot and arranged 
to cut material extending thereacross, and ad 
hering to said rail upon each side of said slot, said 
cutting means having a guiding member within 
said tubular rail and a handle without said rail 
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3 
for moving said cutting means throughout sub 
stantially the full length of said slot. 

5. In a holder for rolled pressure-sensitive 
adhesive tape, the combination of: a substan 
tially closed housing having an unobstructed 
interior of a size and shape to receive rolls of 
pressure-sensitive adhesive tape, said housing 
having a longitudinal opening extending Sub 
stantially the full length of the housing, a mov 
able cover for closing Said longitudiral opening, 
a removable supporting means for supporting 
rolls of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape; and a 
tubular edge member On the housing and defin 
ing One longitudinal edge of Said opening and 
providing a narrow ledge portion to which the 
adhesive tape will adhere and also having a 
slot extending substantially throughout its length 
immediately adjacent said ledge, said housing, 
removable supporting means, and tubular edge 
member being so related that a roll of ad 
hesive tape having a radius equal to the distance 
from the roll Support to said tubular member can 
be placed On Said Support, and received in said 
housing; and cutting means mounted for move 
ment along said tubular edge member to cut ma 
terial extending acroSS and adhering to said 
ledge, Said cutting means comprising a guiding 
member within said tubular edge member, a 
handle means without said edge member, and a 
cutter secured to Said handle and to said guiding 
member and operating through said slot. 

6. In a holder and dispenser for rolled pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive tape, the combination of: 
a substantially closed housing having an unob 
structed interior of a Size and shape to receive 
rolls of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape, said 
housing having a longitudinal opening extending 
substantially the full-length of the housing, a 
movable cover for closing said longitudinal open 
ing, a removable supporting means for supporting 
rolls of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape; and a 
cutter guide adjacent one longitudinal edge of 
said opening and providing a, narrow ledge por 
tion to which the adhesive tape will adhere in 
position to permit ready removal and also having 
a slot extending substantially throughout its 
length and dividing said ledge, Said housing, re 
movable Supporting means, and cutter guide being 
so related that a roll of adhesive tape having a 
radius substantially equal to the distance from 
the roll support to said cutter guide can be placed 
on said support and received in said housing 
through said opening; and a cutting means 
mounted for movement along said cutter guide 
to cut adhesive tape extending across and ad 
hering to said divided ledge, said cutting means 
comprising a guiding member engaging said cut 
ter guide, a handle means extending beyond said 
cutter guide, and a cutter operable by said handle 
and guided by said cutter guide and operating 
through said slot. 

7. In a holder and dispenser for rolled pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive tape, the combination of: 
a substantially closed housing having an unob 
structed interior of a size and shape to receive 
rolls of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape, said 
housing having a longitudinal opening extending 
substantially the full length of the housing, a 
movable cover for closing said longitudinal open 
ing, a removable Supporting means for support 
ing rolls of pressure-sensitive adhesive tape; and 
a cutter guide adjacent one longitudinal edge of 
said opening and providing a narrow ledge por 
tion to which the adhesive tape will adhere and 
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also having a slot extending substantially 
throughout its length and dividing said ledge, 
said housing, removable supporting means, and 
cutter guide being so related that a roll of ad 
hesive tape having a radius substantially equal 
to the distance from the roll support to said 
cutter guide can be placed on said support and 
received in said housing through said opening; 
and cutting means mounted for movement along 
said cutter guide to cut adhesive tape extending 
across and adhering to said divided ledge, said 
cutting means comprising a guiding member en 
gaging said cutter guide, a handle means extend 
ing beyond said cutter guide, means for retain 
ing the tape in contact with said ledge, and a 
cutter operable by said handle and guided by said 
cutter guide and operating through said slot. 

8. The method of dispensing adhesive tape in 
roll form which comprises supporting the roll 
rotatably so that tape may be pulled therefrom, 
pulling the tape and securing that portion there 
of which is to be severed to fixed parts slightly 
separated from each other by moving the held 
portion laterally and utilizing the adhesive ma 
terial carried by the tape for securement, and 
then severing the tape between the points of 
securement by moving a cutting element laterally 
against the tape from one edge portion in the 
direction of the other edge portion. 

9. The method of dispensing adhesive tape in 
roll form to provide a severed piece of the desired 
length, which comprises partially unwinding the 
roll, pressing that portion of the tape which is 
to be severed against closely spaced points of 
securement using for Securement the adhesive 
material carried by the tape, and then cutting the 
tape between the points of securement, utilizing 
the space between the points of securement as a 
guideway for guiding the cutting instrument. 
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10. The method of dispensing surgical plaster 

from a roll in a measured length, which com 
prises drawing off a length of the plaster, press 
ing a portion of said length into adhesive en 
gagement with a guideway at opposite sides of 
the latter so that it is adhesively connected to 
the guideway, and then running a knife along the 
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guideway to sever the plaster between its points 
of Securement. - 

11. A dispensing device for adhesive tape in 
roll form, comprising a mounting for a roll, a 
guide arranged transversely to the tape issuing 
from the roll and presenting spaced points in 
close proximity to each other lengthwise of the 
tape and to which the tape is secured by its ad 
hesive material while being cut, a knife mounted 
to cut the tape between the points of securement, 
and a member connected to and operating in 
advance of the knife to press the tape material 
against the guide. 

12. A dispensing device for adhesive tape, 
comprising a mounting having a base member 
and a pair of brackets supported thereby in 
spaced-apart relation, a shaft member removably 
mounted in and extending between said brackets, 
a plurality of rolls of Wound adhesive tape ar 
ranged side by side on said shaft and having de 
pending end portions of tape in a forward ac 
cessible position at the front of the device, a 
guideway in fixed relation to the mounting hav 
ing elongated, narrow portions spaced apart at 
a slight interval and spaced from the axes of the 
rolls behind the depending tape ends and fur 
nished with rounded front surfaces providing 
spaced points of securement to which each tape 
end is secured by its adhesive material, and a 
cutting knife for the tape extending into and 
guided along said guideway. 
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