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(57) Abstract: A swab comprising a handling elcment (1), at least at one end with a tip (2) made of an absorbent material. The tip
(2) is impregnated with a make-up removing composition and shaped such that it has at least one apex (6). The make-up removing
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may be a stick made of polymeric materials or wood and connected to the tip (2) such that at least one side (4) and one vertex of the
triangle are positioned opposite to the handling element (1). The swabs are packaged.




WO 01/28382 -1- PCT/IL00/00624

A SWAB FOR MAKE-UP REMOVAL

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the field of cosmetics, particularly, make-up

removal and means thereof.

Background of the Invention

A wide array of different types of make-up are used in theatre, cinema and
for cosmetic reasons. Among these are types of eve make-up such as
mascara that is applied to the eyelashes, eyeshadow which 1s applied to
the upper eyelid and eyeliner used to outline the free margin of eyelids
near the eyelashes. A further type of make-up is for application to the lips,
e.g., lipstick and lip-liner. A person who applies make-up often wishes to
remove the make-up, leaving the skin clean, before retiring or before
applying make-up again, or wishes to remove make-up from very
particular spots in order to touch-up the make-up. This is important for all
users of make-up, but particularly actors in the theater and in cinema,
performers and models. This removal is often problematic from sensitive
areas such as the area of the eves and the lips since it requires precision
handling. Currently the common practice for precision removal of make-up
is to wet a cotton swab, of the commercially available type, and then to
apply the wet swab to the area or the spot from which the.make-up 1s
intended to be removed. The problem with this practice is in the rounded
shape of the swab which makes precision removal of make-up difficult.
Furthermore, a make-up remover composition is not always at hand when
needed, thus the user resorts to the use of other less appropriate liquids
such as water which may adversely effect the texture of the skin or cause
irritation. Many make-up removal compositions are available, the majority
of them are in liquid form, and some are creams and gels. The
compositions intended for removing eye make-up are required to be

non-irritant to the skin and to the eye. The common practice for removing
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eye make-up is dabbing a piece of cotton or another absorbent material,
perhaps a pad, with a make-up remover and gliding the pad or cotton over
a closed eye, thus removing all the make-up at once. The disadvantage of
this method is in that some of the make-up remover composition may
penetrate the eye together with the make-up being removed, resulting in
some irritation of the eye. Furthermore, the removing composition and
absorbent material are kept separate. This is inconvenient, particularly,
when traveling, since it requires carrying the remover, and cotton or pads

separately.

A partial improvement which overcomes the aforementioned
disadvantages is disclosed in U.S 3,472,242 which teaches a contoured pad
impregnated with a make-up removing composition, which enables to
remove eye make-up in a finer matter, without the need to wipe the entire
outer surface of the eye. Furthermore, it incorporates the remover
composition in the preabsorbed pad. The disadvantage of the
aforementioned invention is in the handling of the pad. Accordingly, the
user is required to touch the pad which is absorbed with the remover
composition. This may result in the transfer of contaminants from the
user’s hand to the pad and subsequently to the eye, which may cause eye
irritation. Furthermore, the handling of the pad itself may result in the
loss of remover composition as a result of squeezing the pad, this causing
unnecessary waist and untidiness. Furthermore, the cosmetic removal pad
described in US 3,472,242 is not suitable for precision removal of make-up
from small areas or spots as often required by people who apply make-up
and wish to touch-up the make-up, particularly performers, such as actors

and models.

Currently, there is not a device specifically for precision removal of

make-up from small areas or spots, hereinafter touching-up. Wedged
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shaped brushes which are available are intended for make-up application

and are not suitable for touching-up.

Thus, there is a need for a make-up removing device which is better suited

for precision removal of make-up touching-up.

Furthermore, there is a long felt need to find a solution for touching-up
which overcomes the need for a separate remover composition and

remover device.

Furthermore, there is a need for a make-up removing device which

provides a solution for the aforementioned shortcomings of the prior art.

Thus it is a purpose of the present invention to provide a device for

make-up removal which provides for precision removal of make-up.

It is a further purpose of the present invention to obviate the need for a

separate touching-up device and a make-up removing composition.

Other objects of the invention will become apparent as the description

proceeds.

Summary of the Invention
The present invention provides a swab comprising a handling element,

(hereinafter referred to as a “stick”) that is provided, at least at one end,
with absorbent material, hereinafter “tip”, characterized in that the tip is
impregnated with a make-up removing composition, preferably, an eye
make-up removing composition. The tip is shaped such that it has at least
one apex. Preferably, the tip is shaped in the shape of a triangle. The stick
is preferably connected to the tip in such a way that at least one side and

one vertex of the triangle are positioned opposite the handling element.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of the swab of the present
invention; and
Fig 2 is a side view of a preferred embodiment of the swab of the present

1nvention.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments of the Invention

The following description is illustrative of a preferred embodiment of the
invention, with particular reference to Fig. 1. The following description is
not to be construed as limiting, it being understood that the skilled person

may carry out many obvious variations to the invention.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the handling element
is a stick (Fig.1, (1)) made of é material selected from among polymeric
materials or wood, preferably, polymeric material. The stick is provided
with two tips (Fig.1, (2)) made of absorbent material selected, e.g., from
among polymeric foams and fibrous materials, preferably cotton. The tips
are impregnated with an eye make-up remover composition, which may be
selected from a wide array of commercially available compositions in liquid,
gel or cream form. The tips are preferably shaped in the shape of an obtuse
triangle and are mounted on the stick such that the obtuse angle (Fig.1, (3))
and a side of the triangle (Fig.1, (4)), hereinafter the edge of the tip, are
positioned opposite the point of connection (Fig.1, (5)) of the stick with the
tip. A particular point at the vertex of the triangle (Fig.1, (6)), hereinafter
called “the apex of the tip”, is positioned so that the user of the swab may
remove make-up from areas which require precision application of the swab,
e.g., the free margin of the eyelid, where the eyeliner is applied and the
contour of the lips. The edge of the tip can be used for removing make-up
from broad areas of the eye, such as the upper and lower eyelids. The swab

of the present invention is particularly useful for touching-up make-up.
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Such a touch-up particularly relates to instances when make-up such as
eye-liner, lipstick or lip-liner are applied in an undesirable way, e.g., the
make-up exceeds the boarders of the intended area for the make-up, such as
lip-liner or lipstick applied beyond the area of the lips, or eye-liner which is
not applied properly to the free-margin of the eye lid. In such instances,
rather than completely removing the make-up, one may use a swab of the
present invention to precisely remove the make-up, only from the precise
spot or area by using the apex of the tip which is impregnated with a
make-up removing composition. The convenience provided by the swab of
the present invention, which is specifically shaped for the touching-up of
make-up and is packaged so that it is impregnated with make-up remover

composition, is an important feature of the present invention.

In yet a further embodiment of the invention, the swabs are packaged
together in a container that contains a make-up removing composition, such
that the absorbent tips are constantly submerged in the composition. The
size of the container and the number of swabs in the container may be fitted
to the needs of the user, that is from large containers with hundreds of
swabs, for use by professional make-up artists, to personal size containers
which may be carried in a persons hand bag, containing a relatively small

number of swabs.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the invention, each swab is
individually packaged such that the tips are sealed between two sheets of
impermeable material (Fig.1, (7)) welded together. Thus, preventing leakage
of the make-up remover composition from the absorbent tip, and
maintaining the tips absorbed with the composition. The sheets may be

separated by pulling the tab (Fig.1, (8)) of each sheet.

The above description is illustrative of preferred embodiments of the

invention, it being understood that many variations and modifications of the
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invention may be carried out without departing from the spirit of the invention or
exceeding the scope of the claims.
Throughout this specification unless stated otherwise, where a document, act or
item of knowledge is referred to. or discussed, this reference or discussion is not an
5 admission that the document, act or item of knowledge, or any combination thereof was
part of the common general knowledge at the prniority date.
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The claims defining the invention are as follows:

1. A swab comprising a handling element that is provided, at least at one end, with a
triangular shaped tip made of an absorbent material, characterized in that the tip 1s
impregnated with a make-up removing composition and the tip is shaped such that it has at

5 least two apexes.

2. A swab according to claim 1 wherein the make-up removing composition is an eye

make-up removing composition.

3. A swab according to claim 1 wherein the triangular shaped tip is shaped in the

shape of an obtuse triangle.

10 4. A swab according to claim 3 wherein the handling element is connected to the tip
such that at least one side and one vertex of the triangle are positioned opposite the

handling element.

5. A swab according to claim 1 wherein the handling element is a stick made of a

material selected from among polymeric materials or wood.

>
15 6. A swab according to claim-T wherein the handling element is provided with at least
two triangular tips, mounted on its ending points, where said at least two triangular tips are

in the same plane.

7. A swab according to claim 1 wherein the tip is made of a material selected from

R among polymeric absorbent foams or fibrous materials.
20 8. A swab according to claim 7 wherein the tip 1s made of cotton.

: 9. A container including a swab according to claim 1 wherein the swabs are packaged
: .. in said container such that the tips are immersed/submerged in the make-up remover
: composition, and wherein said container is comprised from at least two sheets of

impermeable material welded together and a pulling tab for sealing said container.
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10. A container including a swab according to claim 1 wherein a plurality of swabs are
contained within said container such that a tip of each swab is immersed/submerged in the

make-up removing composition.

11. A swab according to claim 1 wherein each tip comprises a top plane, a bottom

5 plane parallel to said top plane, and three side planes having an essentially uniform width.

12. A swab substantially as herein described with reference to the preferred

embodiment.

10

26 May 2004
By Freehills Carter Smith Beadle
Registered Patent Attorneys for the Applicant
Anat Kedem-Shabi |
15 Avi Eran Shabi
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