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My present invention relatestothe art of
clips or clasps and more particularly to a lingerie
clip ‘which. consists -essentially of a holder  or
clasp adapted to be secured on the underside of
‘the material of a woman’s dress at a point nearly
over her shoulder, - The device is produced from
narrow, thin metal or other material possessing
resilient qualities and is so formed in the die, at
the time of making, as to provide a spring clip
for engaging the straps of undergarments. The
upper portion of the clip is provided with two or

'more spike-like pins which are struck from the

material, and which are so arranged as to engage

. the outer garment and hold the clip securely in
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position to the same while, at the same time, per-
mitting free lateral movement of the strap, or
straps, during normal body action of the wearer,
but. gefinitely holding them froi slipping up or
down. from their desired position on the shoul-
der. ‘ : '

A further object is to provide a lingerie clip
which is adapted to be made in various colors
and finishes, which will be ‘attractive, simple to
~adjust, and cheap to manufacture.

Another important object is to .provide a de-
vice for holding lingerie straps in position on the
shoulders which make it unnecessary to. stitch

~ either the clip or the straps themselves to the
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dress -shoulder. and, by this means, permit the
transfer of the clip. from one . dress to-another:

- A 'further object of my present invention is to.

provide means for so connecting the clip to the
underside of the material forming the shoulder
of the dress that the dress is not puckered or
wrinkled because of any gripping by the clip.

Another object of my present invention is to
provide a lingerie clip, of the minimum bulk;
‘which will not rub or irritate the skin of the
wearer; which will hold in place shoulder straps
of various widths; and which may be easily in-
serted or removed from:'engagement with-the
clip, by the wearer herself,

Other and more specific objects will be appar-

ent from the following description taken in con-

nection with the accompanying drawing, where-
in-— S

Figure 1 is a top plan view: of a lingerie clip
made after the teachings of my present inven-
tion; the same, as are the various other views -in
the drawing; being shown several times its nor-
mal size for clearness in illustration. ‘

Tigure 2 is a side elevation of the device shown
in Figure 1. ‘

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along the
line 3—3 of Figure 1. ‘

Migure 4 is & sectional view taken generally in
the same sense as Figure 3, but showing the dress
engaging tongues in the position -they assume
when partly engaged in the dress material.

Figure 5 illustrates the manner in which -the
clip is engaged on the underside of the dress.

Tigure 6 shows the device secured in position
with the dress material also shown in section,
and showing the manner in which a lingerie
strap is inserted in the clip. :

Figure 7 is a perspective view
clip in its normal position.

Figure 8 is ‘a perspective- view, illustrating
partly in section the manner of using my clip. .

Showing the

Tigure 9 is a cross-sectional ‘view through my.

clip showing the  positiocn it assumes when' in

position for use.

Referring to the drawing, hroughout. which

“like reference characters indicate like parts, 18-

designates the tody of my clip. - This I prefer to
form, by the use of suitable dies, from. resilient
material; and to fully meet the requirements,
when in use, metal at present appears to be the
most suitable material. Formed out of the up-

- per side of the clip, from the material of the

clip: itself, are preferably two pointed claws 2
and 14.  These are preferably arranged aiter the
showing of Figure 1, in a parallel relationship,
with their points considerably -overlapping. The
points of each of the prongs are then preferably
pent inwardly as is illustrated at 1§ and {8 so
that when the prongs are passed through the
material of the dress, the points will be down-
wardly directed against the metal of the clip,
itself, and in this way can never stick outwardly
through the garment where they might engage
wraps, or be a source of annoyance to the wearer
or others. o
At ‘each end thée material forming the clip is
bent back on itself to form the two end bends
as 26 and 2!. Bend 28 is formed with an addi-
tional bend at 22 so as to assist in entering the
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strap of the garment under the other end 24, of

the clip, which end overlaps end 28, after the

- showing particularly of Figures 2 and 3. When
‘the clip is-formed bend 2{ should be made slight-

1y greater than the drawing indicates so as to

put an upward tension on end 24 to hold it firmly

against extreme end 26 of bend 28. In this man-
ner" g, secure closure for the clip is always main-
tained, yet the insertion or removal of garment
straps can be easily effected. Inasmuch as the
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lower bar 24 rests on the wearer’s shoulder it is

often desirable to bend the extreme end up-
wardly as is indicated at 28 so there wil be
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no sharp corner that might otherwise irritate
the shoulder.

For certain uses it may be desirable to secure
my clip in place, especially on quite sheer dresses,
by stitching the same into the dress material
itself, and to provide means that will facilitate
this I have formed the upper plate of my clip
with a plurality of openings as 88 which may be
employed. after the teachings of Figure 6 to pro-
vide openings for stitching the clip to the dress.

Method of use

In using my lingerie clip it has been found most
convenient to insert it by slightly deforming the
same after the showing of Figure 4 and Figure 5
and pressing points 16 and 18 up into the under-
side ‘of the dress so that the material is en-
gaged; then as the clip is released, the natural
resilience of the material will cause it to assume
the position probably best shown in Pigures 6, 8,
and 8. In these showings the prongs 12 and 14
due to the resiliency of the material used, lie
so that the extreme ends of the prongs, or points
16 and 18, are directed downwardly into the slots
formed in body i0 by striking the prongs from
that body of the material. In this way there can
be no interference with other garments, or dan-
gerous exposure of sharp points. In the various
views I have illustrated my clip as being attached
to a garment having a plurality of thicknesses of
material. This is the normal structure of a. gar-
ment in that there is normally a seam on the
shoulder, and this seam because of the extra

. thicknesses of material, is best adapted to re-
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ceive the clip. . However, it will be apparent it
is believed, inasmuch as the clip passes through
one thickness of material only and exposes only
a small portion of the prongs on the upper sur-
face, that if the clips are made in varicus colors,
they will pass unnoticed on the average gown. In
lined dresses, of course, there is an abundance
of material to which the clip may be anchored.
In the various views my clip is shown many
times its normal size. For use with undergar-
ments having straps one-fourth or three-eights of
an inch in width, the total overall length of my
clip need not exceed one-half inch and the width
being only a small part of the length, it is pos-
sible to produce a clip so small that it is indeed
very inconspicuous. The structure of the clip
though, provides for the free movement of the
undergarment strap S through it and if the clip
is made after the general proportions illustrated
in my drawing, it will be apparent that several
straps may be engaged by the clip and each of
them be held so that it can freely pass through
the same; this is desirable when a person moves,
as the clips will be held in exact position on the
shoulder and will not permit the straps to slide
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upwardly where they will show around the neck-
line, or to slip downwardly over the arm where
they will either show or cause annoyance to the
wearer, or permit the underskirt, for instance, to,
show below the dress hem. To remove the clip,
a mere reversal of the operation of putting it in
place, is necessary.

The foregoing description and the accompany-
ing drawing are believed to clearly disclose a
preferred embodiment of my invention but it

" will be understood that this disclosure is merely

lustrative and that such changes in the inven-
tion may be made as are fairly within the scope
and spirit of the following claims.

Having thus fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: : ‘

1. A device as described including a strip of
resilient metal bent upon itself to form spaced
walls and arcuate connecting end sections, one
of said walls having struck out portions therein
comprising oppositely disposed - garment pene-
trating members, the ends of said members being
pointed and bent downwardly whereby longi-
tudinal compression of the device will result in
the proximating of the ends of said members for
insertion in the garment,.

2. A device as described including a strip of re-
silient metal bent upon itself to form spaced
walls and arcuate connecting end sections, one of
said walls having struck out portions therein
comprising oppositely disposed garment pene-
trating members whereby longitudinal compres-
slon- of the device will result in the proximating
of the ends of said members.

3. A device as described including. a strip of
metal bent upon itself to form spaced walls and
arcuate connecting ends one wall being con-
tinuous and the other wall including the over-
lapping ends of said strip; said solid wall having
struck out portions therein comprising oppositely
disposed garment penetrating members, the ends
of said members being pointed and bent down-
wardly, said members being automatically pro=
tracted toward sarment engaging position upon
longitudinal compression of said device.

4. A device as described including a. strip of
metal bent upon itself to form spaced walls and
connecting ends, ore wall being continuous and
the other wall including the overlapping ends of
said strip, one of said overlapping ends heing
formed with a concavo-convex section adjacent
the end thereof, and said solid wall having struek
therefrom a pair of oppositely disposed garment
benetrating members adapted for automatic pro-
traction tc garment penetrating position upon
compression of said conneciing ends.

ETHEL McINTOSH LOVEJOY,
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