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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a duvet cover.

[0002] The use of duvets has now become very com-
mon in this country. The duvet is basically a rectangular
element which is somewhat of the nature of an eider-
down which is placed on a bed in lieu of the top sheet
more traditionally provided. Because the duvet is used
as a sheet, it comes directly in contact with the nightwear
or even the bare flesh of people sleeping in the bed with
which it is used. Because of its nature, it is not suitable
for frequent washing operations and, for this reason, is
normally provided with a cover which is arranged to sur-
round the entire duvet. Current duvet covers are con-
structed so as to provide a container which completely
surrounds the duvet and can be opened, at least par-
tially, along one side to enable the duvet to be inserted
therein. The opening is normally provided at the narrow-
est side of the duvet cover, usually situated at the foot
of the bed, this opening being fastened, in use, by
means of snap fasteners or the like.

[0003] Insertion of the duvet into the duvet cover has
atendency to be difficult to carry out since itis necessary
to push the entire duvet through a relatively small open-
ing which, in a number of cases, does not take up the
full length of the side. The corners of the duvet have to
be inserted into the upper corners of the duvet cover
which entails gathering up of the duvet in order to get a
hand into the appropriate position. Once the duvet has
been put in place, it is necessary to shake the duvet in
order to get the duvet to take up the full volume of the
cover and this can result in dislodging the corner neces-
sitating a repetition of part of the insertion procedure.
[0004] While such an operation is difficult enough for
normal people, itis particularly difficult, if notimpossible,
for the disabled.

[0005] DE-A-2804534 shows a duvet cover in which
the duvet cover can be opened up flat so that the duvet
can be laid thereon before the cover is then folded over
the duvet. While this improves the ability of a person to
assemble the cover to the duvet, problems still exist in
relation to positioning the duvet and retaining it in posi-
tion while the cover is being closed.

[0006] The invention therefore seeks to provide a du-
vet cover in which the insertion of the duvet is signifi-
cantly simplified so as to enable the duvet to be placed
in the cover with the current problems being substan-
tially reduced or obviated.

[0007] According to the invention, there is provided a
duvet cover comprising a base sheet portion intending
to lie under the duvet, and a top portion intended to lie
over the top of the duvet, wherein the top portion is at-
tached to or made integrally with the base portion so as
to be joined thereto along one edge and attachment
means are provided for attaching the remaining sides of
the base and top portions together along the other three
sides, characterised in that the two sides adjacent to
said one edge of the base and top portions are joined
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for a short distance so as to provide ears for the location
of the appropriate corners of the duvet to assist in proper
location thereof. Preferred features of the invention are
set out in the dependent claims.

[0008] Preferably, the means of fastening comprises
one or more sliding clasp fastening but other methods
may be provided such as the use of press fasteners,
Velcro or the like.

[0009] Inone preferred form of the use of sliding clasp
fasteners, one sliding clasp fastener is provided along
each of the longer sides of the duvet cover and extends
round to the middle of the third open side so that, when
assembled on the duvet, the two sliding clasp fasteners
meet in the centre of the said third side. Alternatively, if
desired, a single clasp fastener could be provided which
extends around all three open sides.

[0010] It will be appreciated that, as in a large number
of duvet covers, the covers can be used with either side
face downwards on the bed and therefore the terms
"base portion" and "top portion" are used merely for
ease of description, both parts being, for example, iden-
tical.

[0011] The invention will now be described in greater
detail, by way of example, with reference to the draw-
ings, in which:-

is a view of a first duvet cover, not in ac-
cordance with the invention, in an open
form prior to the insertion of a duvet;

Figure 1

is a view of the duvet cover, not in accord-
ance with the invention, of figure 1 in which
a duvet is positioned and in which the fas-
tenings therefore are partially closed;

Figure 2

is a view of the duvet and duvet cover, not
in accordance with the invention, fully fas-
tened up and ready for use;

Figure 3

Figure 4 is a view similar to figure 1 in which the du-
vet cover is provided with location ears in
accordance with the invention, and

Figure 5 is a view similar to figure 1, not in accord-
ance with the invention, but showing the
provision of loops whereby the duvet can

be secured to the cover.

[0012] Referring firstly to figure 1 of the drawings,
there is shown a duvet cover 3, not in accordance with
the invention, comprising a base portion 5 and a top por-
tion 7 which are connected together along one edge 9.
As can be seen, this edge 9 is located on one of the
short sides of the duvet cover and is usually that edge
which is used in the region of the neck of person using
the duvet so that the person's neck will not come into
contact with fasteners which are required for assem-
bling the duvet cover as will be hereafter described.
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[0013] Itisto be observed that the base portion 5 and
the top portion 7 may be identical and may be formed
from a single sheet of material so that there is no phys-
ical connection required at the closed end 9.

[0014] The duvet cover 3 is provided with two sliding
clasp fasteners 11 and 13 each of which extends from
one end of the connected or closed edge and extends
down the sides of the duvet cover and end at 15 in the
centre of the opposite edge 17.

[0015] The insertion of a duvet in the duvet cover will
now be considered:-

[0016] The duvet cover 3 is laid upon a suitable sur-
face such as the bed on which it is to be used with the
base portion flat 5 and the top portion 7 folded back as
shown in figure 1.

[0017] The duvet 19 (Figure 2, not in accordance with
the invention), is then placed in position on the bottom
sheet 5 and the top portion 7 is then folded over the du-
vet so as to lie directly above the bottom portion 5. At
this point, the two sliding clasp fasteners 11 and 13 can
then be closed down the sides as shown in figure 2 and
around the edge 17 (usually the foot end) opposite to
the closed edge 9 as shown in figure 3. The duvet is
then ready for use and can be used either way up with
the so called top portion 7 being underneath and the
base portion 5 on the top or vice versa.

[0018] Removal of the duvet from the duvet cover so
that the duvet cover can be washed takes place in re-
verse order.

[0019] In accordance with the invention, and as seen
in one embodiment shown in Figure 4, in order to ensure
that the duvet is correctly placed on the base portion of
the duvet cover, locating ears 21 are provided in which
the corners of the duvet can be located. This arrange-
ment is shown in figure 4.

[0020] As shown in this figure, the two sides of the
duvet cover have sliding clasp fasteners 11 and 13
which do not extend quite to the closed end (usually the
head end) of the duvet cover, the short distance remain-
ing being permanently closed by means of stitching or
the like.

[0021] This construction provides for effective pock-
ets or ears to be located at the two corners of the cover.
The corners of the duvet can be inserted into these
pockets so as to ensure that the duvet is correctly locat-
ed and will not interfere with the closing operation.
[0022] Figure 5 shows a variation, not in accordance
with the invention, of the duvet cover shown in figure 1.
In this form of duvet cover, loops 23, 25 and 27 are pro-
vided at the inner top corners and centre of the duvet
cover to enable duvets, which are provided with suitable
tapes, to be secured inside the duvet cover, thus pre-
venting downward creep of the duvet within the cover.
The loops are suitably made from ether a plastics or tex-
tile material and may be sewn or otherwise attached to
the duvet cover. It is, of course not essential to have all
three loops, it being considered satisfactory if either the
comer loops 23 and 27 or the central loop 25 are pro-
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vided.

[0023] While the invention has been described using
two sliding clasp fasteners, it will be appreciated that a
single sliding clasp fastener could be provided which ex-
tends around all three of the open sides of the duvet
cover.

[0024] Itis also envisaged that, while itis believed that
the sliding clasp fastener is the most suitable fastening
particularly for use by disabled persons, nevertheless,
other fastenings can be used. Such fastenings include
press studs, buttons and button holes, Velcro pieces or
strips or any other suitable form of fastening. If desired,
and where sliding clasp fasteners are used, fasteners
of the so called invisible type may be used so as to cover
the mechanism thereof or a flap could be provided on
one or both of the base and top portions so as to provide
a cover for the mechanism of the sliding clasp fastener.

Claims

1. A duvet cover (3) comprising a base sheet portion
(5) intending to lie under the duvet, and a top portion
(7) intended to lie over the top of the duvet, wherein
the top portion (7) is attached to or made integrally
with the base portion (5) so as to be joined thereto
along one edge (9), and attachment means (11, 13)
are provided for attaching the remaining sides of the
base and top portions (5, 7) together along the other
three sides, characterised in that the two sides ad-
jacent to said one edge (9) of the base and top por-
tions (5,7) are joined for a short distance so as to
provide ears (21) for the location of the appropriate
corners of the duvet to assist in proper location
thereof.

2. A duvet cover as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that the attachment means comprises one or
more sliding clasp fasteners (11, 13).

3. A duvet cover as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that the attachment means comprises press
studs.

4. A duvet cover as claimed in claim 1, characterised
in that the attachment means comprise Velcro.

5. A duvet cover as claimed in claim 2, characterised
in that one sliding clasp fastener (11, 13) is provided
along each of the longer sides of the duvet cover
(3) and extends round to the middle of the third open
side (17) to meet the other two sliding clasp fastener
(13, 11) in the centre of the said third side (17).

6. A duvet cover as claimed in claim 2 characterised
in that a single sliding clasp fastener is provided
which extends around all three open sides.
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A duvet cover as claimed in any preceding claim,
characterised in that one or more loops are provid-
ed in the region of said one edge (9) for the attach-
ment thereto of tapes on the duvet to prevent down-
ward creep of the duvet within the duvet cover (3).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Deckbettbezug (3) mit einem unteren Lakenab-
schnitt (5), der unter dem Deckbett liegen soll, und
einem oberen Abschnitt (7), der Uber der Oberseite
des Deckbetts liegen soll, wobei der obere Ab-
schnitt (7) so an dem unteren Abschnitt (5) ange-
bracht oder einstuickig mit diesem ausgebildet ist,
daf} er entlang einer Kante (9) mit diesem verbun-
den ist, und wobei Anbringungsmittel (11, 13) zur
gegenseitigen Anbringung der verbleibenden Sei-
ten des unteren und des oberen Abschnitts (5, 7)
entlang den anderen drei Seiten vorgesehen sind,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daR die beiden Seiten na-
he der einen Kante (9) des unteren und des oberen
Abschnitts (5, 7) Uber eine kurze Strecke miteinan-
der verbunden sind, so daR sie Ohren (21) zur An-
ordnung der entsprechenden Ecken des Deckbetts
bilden, um dessen geeignete Lage zu unterstitzen.

Deckbettbezug nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daR die Anbringungsmittel eine oder meh-
rere Gleitklammerbefestigungen (11, 13) umfas-
sen.

Deckbettbezug nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, da® die Anbringungsmittel Druckkndpfe
umfassen.

Deckbettbezug nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dal’ die Anbringungsmittel einen Klettver-
schluf® umfassen.

Deckbettbezug nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dal eine Gleitklammerbefestigung (11,
13) entlang jeder der Iangeren Seiten des Deckbett-
bezugs (3) vorgesehen ist und bis zur Mitte der drit-
ten offenen Seite (17) herum verlauft, um die beiden
anderen Gleitklammerbefestigungen (13, 11) im
Zentrum der dritten Seite (17) zu treffen.

Deckbettbezug nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dalR eine einzelne Gleitklammerbefesti-
gung vorgeshen ist, die sich Uber alle drei offenen
Seiten erstreckt.

Deckbettbezug nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dal eine
oder mehrere Schlaufen im Bereich der einen Kante
(9) vorgesehen sind, um daran am Deckbett befe-
stigte Bander anzubringen, um ein Rutschen des
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Deckbetts in dem Deckbettbezug (3) nach unten zu
vermeiden.

Revendications

Housse de couette (3) comprenant une portion
d'enveloppe de base (5) congue pour se situer sous
la couette et une portion supérieure (7) congue pour
se situer sur le sommet de la couette, dans laquelle
la portion supérieure (7) est fixée ou s'intégre a la
portion de base (5) de fagon a y étre jointe le long
d'un bord (9) et on fournit des moyens de fixation
(11, 13) pour fixer les cotés restants des portions
de base et supérieure (5, 7) ensembile le long des
trois autres cOtés, caractérisée en ce que les deux
c6tés adjacents audit bord (9) des portions de base
et supérieure (5, 7) sont réunis sur une courte dis-
tance de fagon a fournir des anses (21) pour la mise
en place des coins appropriés de la couette pour
aider a sa mise en place adéquate.

Housse de couette selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que les moyens de fixation compren-
nent une ou plusieurs attaches a agrafes a glissiére
(11, 13).

Housse de couette selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que les moyens de fixation compren-
nent des bouton a pression.

Housse de couette selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que les moyens de fixation compren-
nent du VELCRO.

Housse de couette selon la revendication 2, carac-
térisée en ce qu'une attache a agrafes a glissiere
(11, 13) est fournie le long de chacun des cbtés plus
longs de la housse de couette (3) et s'étend autour
du milieu du troisiéme c6té ouvert (17) pour rejoin-
dre les deux autres attaches a agrafes a glissiére
(13, 11) au centre dudit troisieme cété (17).

Housse de couette selon la revendication 2, carac-
térisée en ce qu'une attache a agrafes a glissiere
unique est fournie, s'étendant autour des trois cétés
ouverts.

Housse de couette selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce
qu'une (ou plusieurs) boucle est fournie dans la ré-
gion dudit bord (9) pour la fixation des bandes sur
la couette pour empécher, vers le bas, le glissement
de la couette dans la housse de couette (3).



EP 0 853 907 B1




EP 0 853 907 B1




EP 0 853 907 B1




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

