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"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CASSIUS C. DONNELL, OF DES MOINES, IOWA.
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. Specification of Letters Patent...

Patented March 16, 1909.

- Application filed August 19, 1907, " Serial No. 389,745,

To all whom it may concern:

- _Beit known that I, Cassius C. DoNNELL, &
. citizen of the United States of America, and

resident of Des Moines, Polk county, Towa,

have invented a new and useful Vending De-

' vice, of which the following is a specification.

o

improved means for

The object of this invention is to provide

merchandise. ; _
"~ My invention consists in the construction,
arrangement and -combination of elements

hereinafter set forth; pointed out in my

claims and illustrated by the accompanying

] . .
. drawing, in which— :

‘Figure 1 is a front elevation of the com-
plete device. Fig. 2-is a longitudinal section
of the device. Fig. 3 is a face view of one
part of the device at one point in its .con-
struction.. _ :

In the construction of the device as shown
in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the numeral 10 designates

~ a base plate, preferably formed of wood and

covered on its rear face by a lining sheet 11.
A plate 12 is mounted on the front face of the
plate 10. The pldte 12 preferably is formed
of card board, tag board, straw board or simi-
lar material and is lined on opposite faces
with sheets of different’ color, which sheets
are shown by single lines in Fig. 3, the lining
13 of the front face preferably being yellow

and the lining 14 of the rear face preferably

- being red. ~On the central portion of the

front face lining 13 of the board 12 are print-
ed a plurality of numbers, symbols or indices,
preferably arranged in horizontal rows and

- vertical colunins as illustrated in Fig. 3 and

preferably composed of numerals ranging

from 1 to 100 inclusive. The numerals im-

- printed on thé front lining of the board 12

.- the same diameter and can be inserted inter- | that the customer removi

.whatever.

preferably are printed in black and are pro-

-miscuously arranged or mixed without any

regard to order, sequence or progression
The lined board or plate 12 is
perforated by cutting out plugs 15 preferabiy
on cireular lines surrounding the numerals,
indices or symbols on the front lining 3.
Each plug 15 is of a size to carry. a symbol,

- index or numeral, primarily printed on the

front lining 13, and the plugs are cut from
the plate 12 before said plate is mounted on
the plate 10. The plate 12 is then mounted
on and cemented to the front face of the
plate 10. The plugs 15 are then reversed

-and inserted in the holes or perforations in’

the plate 12. ‘The plugs preferably are of

changeably and promiscuousijf in the aper-
tures'in the plate. - The plugs 15 are inserted

in the apertures of the plate with the faces .

thereof bearing the numbers, symbols or in-
dices to-the rear and in contact with the

| front face of the plate 10.  This brings.the
‘ | red rear faces of the plugs to the front so that
promoting the sale of

they will contrast with the yellow front lining

~of the plate 12 and conceals the numbers, in-

dices- or symbols from view. Then a transe

‘parent sheet 16 preferably of very thin paper,

is mounted on and cemented to the front face
of the lining 13 and extends over and entirely
covers all of the plugs 15. The sheet 16
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preferably is comparatively colorless and of.
white tissue paper and is of such character

‘that the red faced plugs show clearly,
The -

brightly and prominently through it.
blank space surrounding the transparent

786

sheet 16 on the lining 13 may be employed to -

display advertising of any character, such as
reading matter descriptive of the goods
vended by this device and the directions for
operating the same. The device may be sup-

ported in any desired manner and as the sup-

80

porting means forms no part of my present

invention, I have not illustrated the same.
The device above described is used as fol-

lows: A customer makes a selection blindly

without any guide or suggestion whatever
and then by means of an edge tool, such as a
pocket knife, cuts the transparent sheet 16 on
a circular line at the rim of a plug and pries
out said plug from its seat. ~ The customer

85
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then reads the number on the back of the -

plug which he has removed dand pays to the.

merchant an amount indicated, represented -
or designated by such number and receives

for such payment a portion of merchandise.

For instance, it may be determined that this
device be employed to sell cigars of a retail
value of ten cents each. In that ‘event,
should a customer remove the plug bearing
the numeral 43, he would pay to the mer-
chant 43¢ and in return therefor would re-
ceive one cigar of unitary value. Should he
remove the plug containing the numeral one,
the customer would pay to the merchant one
cent and receive therefor a cigar of the same
unitary value.
serve as illustrations of the general operation
of the device. In addition provision is made
for giving premiums in addition to the uni- -
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These two instances may -

tary device either by marking the hidden 11¢

face of a plug in such a manner as to
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3 ug; 11 order that the plugs may
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ce of the class deseribed, an

titled to the premivm, as shown by the nu- |
meral *‘6’” in Fig. 3orin any desired manner.
Sometimes & duplicate number is marked on

. the lining 13 and covered by a gummed seal | imperforate base plate, a perforated plate

18 until such time as the ontirs number of | mounted thereon, plugs corresponding in ma-
plugs have been reinoved from the doviee. | teri and tiickuess with the perforated
after whick the seal is broken and the hy der | ably mounted in the perfo-
of the plug numbered to correspond to the | {f and filling said perforations,
number beneath the seal receives 1 5ol nt shest overlying said nhugs
mium of material and considerable v f 2 perforat
I clainyas my mvention— . ! be cut for the removal of individ-
L. In a device of the class desarib f ' )
tmperforate. buse plate, a perforated pls |
mounted thereon, plugs removably mounted | in
in and corresponding in material and thick- (
F
i
{

i adapted {o
}ual plugs. :

4 In o device of the class described, an
- base plate, u perforated plate
hereon, the perforations in the Iat-
ter plute being cireular, circular plugs re-
' infed in perforations of and cor-
i thickness with said perforated
ugs corresponding in dismeter

ness with the perforated plate, the faces of

sald plugs adjacent the iaperforate plaie |
i symbols, the symbols norma. v con-
Lirom front view by the piugs and from | ;
rear view by the imperforate plate, and a | w the pevforations in which they are
transparent sheet overlying said plugsand se- | mounted, ssite faces of ‘the perforated
cured to the perforafed plate, said sheet | plate and plugs lined with sheets, the frons
adapted to be cut coincident with the mag- tace of the plugs and the front face of the per-
gins.of the plugs. S , - | forated plate contrasting as to color, and a
2. In a device of the class described, an | transparent sheet, overlying said plugs and
umperforate base plate, o perforated plate | fixed to said perforated plate, said sheet
mounted thereon, perforated lining sheets on | adapted to he eut for the removal of individ-
vie, pl ual plugs.
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opposite faces of said perforated ik
removably iounted in and cor
material and thickness with 1
plate, lining sheots s
plugs, and a transparent sheet overlvi
plugs and secured to ‘the porforated
thereby confining said plugs, said sk
adapted to be cut coincident with the map-

I by me at Des Molnes, Towa, this
; May, 1597.

UASBIUS ¢ DONNELL
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