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(57) Abstract: A drive device drives a power switching ele-
ment (200) having a control electrode (210) for controlling
the output current supplied to a load by the application of
voltage. The drive device is provided with a control unit (10)
for controlling the timing of the application of voltage to the
control electrode. The control electrode has a plurality of di-
vided electrodes. The plurality of divided electrodes includes
a first electrode (211) and a second electrode (212). During a
short-circuit detection period for detecting a short circuit of
the load, the control unit drives the switching element in a
safe mode in which voltage is applied to the first electrode or
the second electrode, and during a normal drive period for
normal driving of the load, the control unit drives the switch-
ing element in a normal mode in which voltage is applied at
least to the divided electrode, among the first and second elec-
trodes, to which voltage is not applied in safe mode.
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