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1
COMPOSITE TISSUE MARKERS
DETECTABLE VIA MULTIPLE DETECTION
MODALITIES

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure generally relates to the field of tissue
markers and detection of tissue markers, and in particular to
composite tissue markers comprising a gel carrier carrying
two or more different contrast materials.

BACKGROUND
Description of the Related Art

Various types of tissue markers exist for identifying,
locating, and marking bodily tissues over time and for
assisting in the biopsy, excision, or ablation of the marked
bodily tissue. Current diagnostic and therapeutic protocols,
including cancer diagnostic and treatment (e.g., surgical
procedures, radiation treatment), are impeded by existing
tissue marker technology for localization of lesions. For
instance, in clinical settings, a tissue lesion of interest may
be efficiently imaged and marked by radiologic markers
during diagnostic stage, but these radiologic markers are not
visible to surgeons intraoperatively in all surgical scenarios.
As another example, fluorescent dye markers have been used
widely in biomedical diagnosis and imaging. However, a
typical fluorescent dye, such as indocyanine green, still
suffers from major limitations for its utilization as a tissue
marker in vivo due to its fast clearance, concentration-
dependent aggregation, rapid protein binding, and bleaching
effect due to various physicochemical attributes. Other dif-
ficulties may arise when the detection modality available for
a particular clinical procedure is not compatible with the
type of tissue being detected. For instance, lung tissue is
porous with a high density of air to tissue interfaces, which
interfere with ultrasound energy propagation.

Therefore, there remains a continuing need in the art to
develop a simplified yet versatile and durable solution to
tissue markers that are detectable via multiple detection
modalities, retain and preserve the detectability of each
marker element in the tissue marker, and persist in the
tissues over a suitable time period.

SUMMARY

In at least one aspect, a composite marker may be
summarized as comprising a plurality of ultrasound reflec-
tive elements; at least one contrast material detectable via a
detection modality different than ultrasound imaging; and a
gel carrier. Each ultrasound reflective element respectively
comprises a body having at least one cavity and at least one
fluid in the at least one cavity to provide reflectivity of
ultrasound imaging signals. The at least one contrast mate-
rial is not included in an outer layer of each ultrasound
reflective element. The ultrasound reflective element and the
at least one contrast material are carried in or on the gel
carrier.

In another aspect, a composite marker may be summa-
rized as comprising an activated and/or hydrolyzed fluores-
cent dye; at least one contrast material detectable by a
detection modality different than detection of fluorescence;
and a gel carrier. The activated and/or hydrolyzed fluores-
cent dye and the at least one contrast material are carried in
or on the gel carrier.
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In yet another aspect, a kit for forming a composite
marker may be summarized as comprising a plurality of
ultrasound reflective elements; at least one contrast material
detectable via a detection modality different than ultrasound
imaging; and a gel or gel forming material. Each ultrasound
reflective element respectively comprises a body having at
least one cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one
cavity to provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals.
The at least one contrast material is not included in an outer
layer of each ultrasound reflective element. When being
mixed with the plurality of ultrasound reflective elements
and the at least one contrast material, the gel or gel forming
material results in a gel carrier which carries the plurality of
ultrasound reflective elements and the at least one contrast
material in or on the gel carrier to form a composite marker.

In yet another aspect, a kit for forming a composite
marker may be summarized as comprising a fluorescent dye;
at least one contrast material detectable by a detection
modality different than detection of fluorescence; and a gel
or gel forming material. When being mixed with the at least
one contrast material and the fluorescent dye, the gel or gel
forming material results in a gel carrier which carries the at
least one contrast material and the fluorescent dye in or on
the gel carrier to form a composite marker.

In at least one aspect, a method for forming a composite
marker may be summarized as comprising mixing 1) a
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements, each ultrasound
reflective element respectively comprising a body having at
least one cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one
cavity to provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals;
2) at least one contrast material detectable by a detection
modality different than ultrasound imaging, wherein the at
least one imaging material is not included in an outer layer
of each ultrasound reflective element; and 3) a gel or gel
forming material, to result in a gel carrier carrying the
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements and the at least
one contrast material in or on the gel carrier to form a
composite marker.

In at least one aspect, a method for forming a composite
marker may be summarized as comprising mixing 1) a
fluorescent dye; 2) at least one contrast material detectable
by a detection modality different than detection of fluores-
cence; and 3) a gel or gel forming material, to result in a gel
carrier carrying the fluorescent dye and the at least one
contrast material in or on the gel carrier to form a composite
marker.

In at least one aspect, a method of marking a target site in
a mammalian subject may be summarized as comprising:
administering parenterally to the target site in the mamma-
lian subject a composite marker comprising: a plurality of
ultrasound reflective elements, each ultrasound reflective
element respectively comprising a body having at least one
cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one cavity to
provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals; at least
one contrast material detectable via a detection modality
different than ultrasound imaging, wherein the at least one
contrast material is not included in an outer layer of each
ultrasound reflective element; and a gel carrier, wherein the
ultrasound reflective element and the at least one contrast
material are carried in or on the gel carrier. The method also
comprises detecting the target site and the composite gel
marker with ultrasound imaging or a detection modality
capable of detecting the at least one contrast material.

In at least one aspect, a method of marking a target site in
a mammalian subject may be summarized as comprising:
administering parenterally to the mammalian subject a com-
posite marker, comprising: an activated and/or hydrolyzed
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fluorescent dye; at least one contrast material detectable by
a detection modality different than detection of fluorescence;
and a gel carrier, wherein the activated and/or hydrolyzed
fluorescent dye and the at least one contrast material are
carried in or on the gel carrier. The method also comprises
detecting the target site and the composite gel marker with
a detection modality that detects fluorescence or a detection
modality different than detection of fluorescence and
capable of detecting the at least one contrast material.

Additional aspects, advantages and features of the various
embodiments and implementations of the invention(s) are
set forth in this specification, and in part will become
apparent to those skilled in the art on examination of the
following, or may be learned by practice of the invention(s).
The wvarious embodiments and implementations of
invention(s) disclosed in this application is not limited to
any particular set of or combination of aspects, advantages
and features. It is contemplated that various combinations of
the stated aspects, advantages and features make up the
various embodiments and implementations of the
invention(s) disclosed in this application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are intended to illustrate certain exemplary
embodiments and are not limiting. In the drawings, identical
reference numbers identify similar elements or acts. The
sizes and relative positions of elements in the drawings are
not necessarily drawn to scale. For example, the shapes of
various elements and angles are not drawn to scale, and
some of these elements are arbitrarily enlarged and posi-
tioned to improve drawing legibility. Further, the particular
shapes of the elements as drawn are not intended to convey
any information regarding the actual shape of the particular
elements, and have been solely selected for ease of recog-
nition in the drawings.

FIG. 1A is an isomeric view of a composite marker
according to at least one embodiment, showing the compos-
ite marker comprising a plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements, at least one contrast material, and a gel carrier,
with the ultrasound reflective elements and the contrast
material dispersed in the gel carrier.

FIG. 1B is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element according to at least one embodiment,
comprising a body having at least one cavity and at least one
fluid in the at least one cavity to provide reflectivity of
ultrasound imaging signals, the body being a shell having an
outer wall that forms the cavity.

FIG. 1C is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element according to at least one embodiment,
comprising a body having at least one cavity and at least one
fluid in the at least one cavity to provide reflectivity of
ultrasound imaging signals, the body being a porous particle
having more than one cavities.

FIG. 2A is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element embodiment of FIG. 1B, with an embodi-
ment of a contrast material inside the cavity of the ultra-
sound reflective element, and with an optional hydrophobic
coating on the ultrasound reflective element.

FIG. 2B is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element embodiment of FIG. 1B, with an embodi-
ment of a contrast material embedded in the ultrasound
reflective element, and with an optional hydrophobic coating
on the ultrasound reflective element.

FIG. 2C is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element embodiment of FIG. 1C, with an embodi-
ment of a contrast material inside the cavity of the ultra-
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sound reflective element, and with an optional hydrophobic
coating on the ultrasound reflective element.

FIG. 2D is an end elevational view of an ultrasound
reflective element embodiment of FIG. 1C, with an embodi-
ment of a contrast material embedded in the ultrasound
reflective element, and with an optional hydrophobic coating
on the ultrasound reflective element.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of a contrast material embodi-
ment in FIG. 1A, with the contrast material having an
optional coating or encapsulation of a shell.

FIG. 4A is an isomeric view of a composite marker
according to at least one embodiment, showing the compos-
ite marker comprising an activated and/or hydrolyzed fluo-
rescent dye, at least one contrast material, and a gel carrier,
with the contrast material and the activated and/or hydro-
lyzed fluorescent dye dispersed in the gel carrier. An
enlarged view shows that one contrast material is optionally
an ultrasound reflective element containing a fluid in the
cavity of the ultrasound reflective element.

FIG. 4B is an isomeric view of a composite marker
according to at least one embodiment, showing the compos-
ite marker comprising an activated and/or hydrolyzed fluo-
rescent dye, at least one contrast material, and a gel carrier,
with the contrast material dispersed in the gel carrier. An
enlarged view shows that one contrast material is optionally
an ultrasound reflective element containing a fluid in the
cavity of the ultrasound reflective element, and the activated
and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye is embedded in the con-
trast material.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS

In the following description, certain specific details are set
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of various
disclosed embodiments. However, one skilled in the relevant
art will recognize that embodiments may be practiced with-
out one or more of these specific details, or with other
methods, components, materials, etc. In other instances,
well-known structures associated with computing systems
including client and server computing systems, and/or com-
munication networks have not been shown or described in
detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring descriptions of the
embodiments.

Unless the context requires otherwise, throughout the
specification and claims which follow, the word “comprise”
and variations thereof, such as “comprises” and “compris-
ing” are to be construed in an open-ended, inclusive sense,
e.g., as “including, but not limited to.”

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment. Thus,
the appearances of the phrases “in one embodiment” or “in
an embodiment” in various places throughout this specifi-
cation are not necessarily all referring to the same embodi-
ment. Furthermore, the particular features, structures, or
characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments.

As used in this specification and the appended claims, the
singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the” include plural referents
unless the content clearly dictates otherwise. It should also
be noted that the term “or” is generally employed in its sense
including “and/or” unless the content clearly dictates other-
wise.
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The headings and Abstract of the Disclosure provided
herein are for convenience only and do not interpret the
scope or meaning of the embodiments.

The ability to identify, locate, and mark features within
the body of a patient has many useful indications. Identify-
ing a specific area within a patient’s body with a marker that
may be detected at a later time may be useful for a variety
of purposes including monitoring that marked area over
time, locating a tumor or other type of tissue lesion or
abnormality for subsequent study, and performing treatment
or surgical procedure such as ablation, adjuvant therapy, or
surgical removal. In certain clinical settings, difficulties may
arise where a tissue lesion of interest is most efficiently
detected and marked using a first detection modality, but
surgical removal of the tissue lesion is best accomplished
using a second detection modality. In such cases, a marker
embodiment that persists in the tissue and is stable in
position for a period time after deployment and that can be
detected by at least two distinct detecting modalities may be
useful. Some contrast materials, such as fluorescent dye
markers (e.g., indocyanine green), although have been used
widely in biomedical diagnosis and imaging, still suffer from
major limitations for its utilization as a tissue marker in vivo.
For instance, in the case of indocyanine green, the limita-
tions are due to its fast clearance, concentration-dependent
aggregation, rapid protein binding, and bleaching effect due
to various physicochemical attributes. In such cases, a
marker embodiment that can encapsulate the contrast mate-
rial and “lock™ it in its activated form may be useful.

The structures, articles and methods described herein
provide useful solutions to identify, locate, and mark fea-
tures within the body of a patient for various purposes.
Provided here are new composite tissue markers that employ
a gel carrier to carry two or more contrast materials, each
detectable by a detection modality different than one
another.

A composite marker may comprise a plurality of ultra-
sound reflective elements, at least one contrast material
detectable via a detection modality different than ultrasound
imaging, and a gel carrier. Each ultrasound reflective ele-
ment respectively comprises a body having at least one
cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one cavity to
provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals. In the
case where the ultrasound reflective element has an outer
layer (i.e., a layer formed on an outer surface of the
ultrasound reflective element, e.g., an outer silica layer), the
at least one contrast material is not included in the outer
layer of each ultrasound reflective element. The ultrasound
reflective element and the at least one contrast material are
carried in or on the gel carrier.

FIG. 1A shows an exemplary embodiment of a composite
marker 100 that can be used to mark a target site in a
mammalian subject. In at least one embodiment, the com-
posite marker 100 comprises a plurality of ultrasound reflec-
tive elements 102 (only one called out) and at least one
contrast material 103 carried in or on the gel carrier 104. The
gel carrier 104 binds the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements 102 and contrast material 103 together.
Ultrasound Reflective Element

The ultrasound reflective element 102 has the structural
characteristics to provide reflectivity of ultrasound signals.
For instance, each ultrasound reflective element can com-
prise a body having at least one cavity and at least one fluid
in the at least one cavity. The ultrasound reflective element
may have irregular surface, for example having a rough
outer surface to cause scattering or dispersion of ultrasound
energy.
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The ultrasound reflective element may take a wide variety
of forms. In some embodiments, each ultrasound reflective
element is formed of a shell having an outer wall that forms
a cavity or a porous particle having more than one cavities.

In at least one embodiment, the ultrasound reflective
element comprises a shell having an outer wall that forms a
cavity. The shell may be a multi-layer hollow shell, for
example a shell with an inner layer and an outer layer. FIG.
1B shows an exemplary embodiment of an ultrasound
reflective element 102 comprising a body 102¢ having at
least one cavity 102¢ and at least one fluid 105 in the at least
one cavity 102¢ to provide reflectivity of ultrasound signals.
The body 1024 is a shell having an outer wall that forms the
cavity.

In at least one embodiment, the ultrasound reflective
element is a porous particle having more than one cavities.
FIG. 1C shows an exemplary embodiment of an ultrasound
reflective element 102 comprising a body 102¢ having at
least one cavity 102¢ (only one called out) and at least one
fluid in the at least one cavity 102c¢ to provide reflectivity of
ultrasound signals. The body 1024 is a porous particle
having more than one cavities.

The body of the ultrasound reflective element may have a
spherical shape or a non-spherical shape.

The body of the ultrasound reflective element may be
made from a variety of inorganic material that may exist in
an amorphous (or glass) state or in a crystalline state or in
a mixture of amorphous and crystalline forms. Suitable
inorganic materials include, but are not limited to, borate,
alumina, carbonate, bicarbonate, silica, silicate, aluminosili-
cate, titanium dioxide, and phosphate. Any of these inor-
ganic materials may be in the form of a monomeric salt or
in a polymeric or condensed form. Any of these inorganic
materials may be mixed with one or more other inorganic
materials. Exemplary inorganic materials are silica and
titanium dioxide.

In some embodiments, the shell or porous particle of the
ultrasound reflective element comprises silica or titanium
dioxide. In at least one embodiment, the shell or porous
particle is silica shell or silica particle.

The techniques to form shells (such as silica shells)
suitable for the ultrasound reflective element may be found,
for example in: U.S. Pat. Nos. 8,440,229; 9,220,685; 10,328,
160; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/706,446; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 15/559,764; and U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 15/946,479; all of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entirety. The techniques to
form porous particles suitable for the ultrasound reflective
element may be found, for example in U.S. Pat. No. 6,254,
852, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

The at least one fluid 105 in the at least one cavity of the
ultrasound reflective element may be entrapped gas or liquid
to provide reflectivity of ultrasound signals. The cavity
containing the entrapped gas or liquid may act as acoustic
wave reflectors because of the acoustic differences between
the cavity and the body of the ultrasound reflective element.
The entrapped fluid (gas or liquid) may provide a suitable
echogenic interface to enhance an ultrasound signal.

Any fluid (gas or liquid) that can be present during the
process of preparing the ultrasound reflective element may
be suitable. For instance, the entrapped gas may be an
elemental gas or a compound gas such as O,, H,, CO,, an
inert gas (e.g., N,, helium, argon, or other noble gases).
Exemplary entrapped fluids also include a volatile fluid with
a boiling point below a bodily temperature (e.g., below 37°
C.), such as a fluorocarbon (such as a perfluorocarbon have
less than six carbon atoms, e.g., CF,, C,F, C;Fg, C,Fy,,
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cyclo-C,Fg, CSF,,, cyclo-CSF,,, cyclo-C,F, (1-trifluorom-
ethyl), 2-(trifluoromethyl)-1,1,1,3,3,3-hexafluoro propane,
2-(trifluvoromethyl)-1,1,1,3,3,3,4,4,4-nonafluoro butane, per-
fluorooctane, perfluoro-2-methylpentane, perfluoro-1,3-di-
methylcyclohexane, perfluorodecalin, or perfluoromethyl-
decalin) that is expected to provide useful ultrasound
contrast properties. The entrapped fluid may be a mixture of
the aforementioned fluids, e.g., air. Additional examples of
suitable liquids may be found in U.S. Pat. No. 5,595,723,
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

In an exemplary embodiment, shown in FIG. 1A and FIG.
1B, the cavity 102¢ of the shell body 102a or the porous
particle body 102a contains a fluid 105 (gas or liquid).
Suitable fluids in the cavity of the ultrasound reflective
element have been discussed above.

In at least one embodiment, the at least one fluid has a
vaporization threshold that a liquid-gas transition of the at
least one fluid can be triggered by an acoustic energy. For
instance, a physical process of vaporization of the liquid can
be induced by the pressure waves of ultrasound that cause
superheated liquid nanodroplets to form gas bubbles, which
can provide ultrasound imaging contrast. A typical candidate
for this acoustic vaporization is fluorocarbon fluid. Suitable
fluorocarbon fluids have been discussed above. The acoustic
vaporization of the fluid may be induced by high intensity
focused ultrasound (HIFU) or by low intensity focused
ultrasound (LIFU).

In some embodiments, the ultrasound reflective element
may comprise one or more layers made from the same or
different materials than the body of the ultrasound reflective
element.

In some embodiments, each ultrasound reflective element
may be porous. For instance, the ultrasound reflective ele-
ments may be porous particles as shown, e.g., in FIG. 1C.
When the ultrasound reflective element is a shell as shown,
e.g., in FIG. 1B, the body of the shell 102a may be porous.
Each ultrasound reflective element may optionally comprise
a coating, to at least temporarily seal one or more pores
thereof, so that the fluid in the at least one cavity of the
ultrasound reflective element is entrapped in the cavities or
pores of the ultrasound reflective element. FIGS. 2A-2D
show exemplary embodiments of an ultrasound reflective
element 102 with an optional coating 106 (e.g., a hydro-
phobic coating) on the ultrasound reflective element.

The coating 106 may be a natural material such as a
protein (e.g., collagen, gelatin, fibrin, fibronectin, or albu-
min), or a polysaccharide (e.g., cellulose or methyl cellu-
lose, hyaluronic acid, chitin, chitosan, or calcium alginate).
The coating may be a synthetic polymer such as polyvinyl
alcohol (PVA), polyglycolic acid (PGA), polylactic acid
(PLA), poly(glycolic-co-lactic acid) (PLGA), polycaprolac-
tone (PCL), polymethacrylate (PMA), polymethylmethacry-
late (PMMA), polyethylene oxide (PEO), polyamine, poly-
oxaamide, polyoxaester, polyethylene glycol (PEG),
polypropylene (PP), polytetratluoroethylene (PTFE), poly-
ester, polyetheretherketone (PEEK), or a copolymer of any
of the aforementioned polymers. The coating may be a
mixture of any two or more aforementioned materials.

The coating may optionally be a hydrophobic coating. For
instance, the coating may be a mono-, di-, tri-, or tetra-
alkoxysilane, including but not limited to, propyltrimethox-
ysilane, hexyltrimethoxysilane, heptyltrimethoxysilane,
octyltrimethoxysilane,  nonyltrimethoxysilane,  decylt-
rimethoxysilane, dodecyltrimethoxysilane,  tridecylt-
rimethoxysilane, tetradecyltrimethoxysilane, pentadecylt-
rimethoxysilane, hexadecyltrimethoxysilane,
heptadecyltrimethoxysilane, octadecyltrimethoxysilane,
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phenyltrimethoxysilane, propyltriethoxysilane, hexyltri-
ethoxysilane, heptyltriethoxysilane, octyltriethoxysilane,

nonyltriethoxysilane, decyltriethoxysilane, dodecyltriethox-
ysilane, tridecyltriethoxysilane, tetradecyltriethoxysilane,
pentadecyltriethoxysilane, hexadecyltriethoxysilane, hepta-
decyltriethoxysilane, octadecyltriethoxysilane, phenyltri-
ethoxysilane, methoxy (triethyleneoxy) propyltrimethoxysi-
lane, 3-(methacryloyloxy) propyltrimethoxysilane, m,
p-ethylphenethyltrimethoxysilane, 2-[methoxy (polyethyl-
eneoxy) propyl]-trimethoxysilane, 3-aminopropylt-
rimethoxysilane, 3-mercaptopropyltrimethoxysilane, 3-iso-
cyanatopropyltriethoxysilane,
3-isocyanatopropyltrimethoxysilane, and glycidoxypropylt-
rimethoxysilane. In at least one embodiment, the hydropho-
bic coating takes the form of a hydrophobic polymer, for
instance a hydrophobic polymer comprising octyltriethox-
ysilane.

Methods for coating particles are described by Lachman
et al., The Theory and Practice of Industrial Pharmacy (L.ea
& Febiger, 1986), which is incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety. The techniques for coating particles less than
about 100 microns typically include air suspension, coacer-
vation-phase separation, multi-orifice centrifugal, and sol-
vent evaporation.

The ultrasound reflective element can have a distinct
signal in ultrasound, such as in Doppler ultrasound imaging.
In some embodiments, the composite marker comprising
such ultrasound reflective elements, when administered to a
target site in a mammalian subject, can provide significantly
less marker migration relative to traditional wire localiza-
tion. In at least one embodiment, the ultrasound reflective
elements may be identified intraoperatively with color Dop-
pler ultrasound imaging and B-mode ultrasound imaging in
an intraoperative setting.

Under B-mode ultrasound imaging, the ultrasound reflec-
tive element in some composite gel marker embodiments
discussed herein may appear similar to other commercially
available ultrasound markers. In some cases, under Doppler
mode, the ultrasound reflective elements in some composite
gel marker embodiments discussed herein may generate a
robust, highly-colored signal. Therefore, they may emit a
colorful signal under Doppler ultrasound, allowing for rapid
identification with any standard ultrasound machine.

The ultrasound reflective element may have a size ranging
from about 50 nm to about 20 microns. For instance, the
ultrasound reflective element may range from about 50 nm
to about 500 nm, from 50 nm to about 350 nm, from about
100 nm to about 2.2 microns, or from about 200 nm to about
2 microns. The ultrasound reflective element may have a
larger size that may promote stronger reflective ultrasound
signals, ranging from about 1 micron to about 20 microns,
e.g., from about 1 micron to about 5 microns, or from about
1.8 microns to about 2.2 microns.

Other Contrast Materials

The composite marker 100 also comprises at least one
contrast material 103. Suitable contrast materials may
include a wide variety of materials that can produce a return
signal distinct from that of the surrounding tissue and can be
detected via a variety of corresponding detection modalities
different than ultrasound imaging and including, such as
X-ray imaging, visual observation, fluoroscopy, MRI,
nuclear-based imaging, and the like.

The at least one contrast material 103 may include two or
more different contrast materials, each detectable by a
respective detection modality that is different from one
another and different from ultrasound imaging.
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The at least one contrast material may include, for
instance, a radiopaque material, detectable via X-ray imag-
ing (e.g., computed tomography, fluoroscopy). Suitable
radiopaque materials include a radiopaque metal, such as
stainless steel, platinum, gold, iridium, titanium, tantalum,
tungsten, silver, rhodium, nickel, bismuth, and barium. Suit-
able radiopaque materials also include an alloy of two or
more of the radiopaque metals, an oxide of the radiopaque
metal, a sulfate of the radiopaque metal, and a carbonate of
the radiopaque metals. A combination of any two or more
aforementioned radiopaque materials can be used as the
contrast material.

The at least one contrast material may include, for
instance, a visually detectable materials such as a dye or a
pigment. Exemplary visually detectable materials are a
pigment, a visible dye, a fluorescent dye, a near-infrared dye,
and a UV dye. In some embodiments, the at least one
contrast material includes a cyanine dye selected from the
group consisting of a carbocyanine, an oxacarbocyanine, a
thiacarbocyanine, and a merocyanine. In some embodi-
ments, the at least one contrast material includes at least one
of: methylene blue, indigo dye, or indocyanine green. In at
least one embodiment, the at least one contrast material
includes indocyanine green.

The at least one contrast material may include, for
instance, a material detectable via magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI), such as a paramagnetic, superparamagnetic,
ferrimagnetic or ferromagnetic compound, or a compound
containing other non-zero spin nuclei than hydrogen. Exem-
plary MRI-detectable materials are a manganese or manga-
nese-based compound; a gadolinium or gadolinium-based
compound (e.g., gadolinium DTPA); and ferrous gluconate,
ferrous sulfate, iron oxide, or iron platinum.

The at least one contrast material may include, for
instance, a radioactive material, detectable via nuclear-based
imaging (e.g., scintigraphy, positron emission tomography,
or single-photon emission computed tomography). Exem-
plary radioactive material are radioiodinated compounds,
"ndium labelled materials, **"Tc labelled compounds

(e.g., "TcDTPA, *°"TcHIDA and **"Tc labelled poly-
phosphonates), and >'Cr labelled compounds (e.g.
>ICrEDTA).

The at least one contrast material 103 may be carried in
or on the gel carrier 104 in a dispersion therein, optionally
in a colloidal dispersion. In some embodiments, the plurality
of ultrasound reflective elements 102 and the at least one
contrast material 103 are carried in or on the gel carrier 104
in a dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal dispersion.
FIG. 1A shows an exemplary embodiment of a composite
marker 100 where the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements 102 and the at least one contrast material 103 are
carried in or on the gel carrier 104 in a dispersion therein,
optionally in a colloidal dispersion.

When the at least one contrast material is dispersed in the
gel carrier, to prevent the at least one contrast material from
effusing out of the gel carrier, the at least one contrast
material may further comprise a coating or encapsulation of
a shell. FIG. 3 shows an exemplary embodiment of a
contrast material, with an optional coating or encapsulation
of a shell 107 on the outer surface of the contrast material
103. This optional coating or encapsulation of a shell can be
formed from a variety of inorganic materials including but
not limited to borate, alumina, carbonate, bicarbonate, silica,
silicate, aluminosilicate, titanium dioxide, and phosphate.
Any of these inorganic materials may be in the form of a
monomeric salt or in a polymeric or condensed form. Any of
these inorganic materials may be mixed with one or more
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other inorganic materials. Exemplary inorganic materials are
silica and titanium dioxide. In at least one embodiment, the
at least one contrast material further comprises a silica or
titanium dioxide coating or encapsulation of a silica or
titanium dioxide shell.

The at least one contrast material 103 may be carried by
the ultrasound reflective elements 102. In at least one
embodiment, at least one contrast material may be inside the
cavity of the ultrasound reflective element. For instance, in
FIG. 2A and FIG. 2C, a contrast material 103a, together with
a fluid 105, is inside the cavity of the ultrasound reflective
element 102¢. In at least one embodiment, at least one
contrast material may be embedded in the body of the
ultrasound reflective element. For instance, in FIG. 2B and
FIG. 2D, a contrast material 1035 is carried in the body of
the ultrasound reflective element 1024. When the ultrasound
reflective element comprises one or more layers, at least one
contrast material is not in these layers of the ultrasound
reflective element.

In at least one embodiment, the at least one contrast
material can be entrapped in the ultrasound reflective ele-
ment (e.g., silica shell or silica particle) together with a fluid
(e.g., a perfluorocarbon fluid) using single emulsion method.
Gel Carrier

The composite marker 100 also comprises a gel carrier
104, which may comprise a natural gelatinous material, a
synthetic polymer, or a combination thereof. Suitable natural
gelatinous materials include a protein (e.g., collagen, gela-
tin, fibrin, fibronectin, and albumin), and a polysaccharide
(e.g., cellulose or methyl cellulose, hyaluronic acid, chitin,
chitosan, and calcium alginate). Suitable synthetic polymers
include polyvinyl alcohol (PVA), polyglycolic acid (PGA),
polylactic acid (PLA), poly(glycolic-co-lactic acid)
(PLGA), polycaprolactone (PCL), polymethacrylate (PMA),
polymethylmethacrylate (PMMA), polyethylene oxide
(PEO), polyamine, polyoxaamide, polyoxaester, polyethyl-
ene glycol (PEG), polypropylene (PP), polytetrafluoroeth-
ylene (PTFE), polyester, polyetheretherketone (PEEK), and
a copolymer of any of the aforementioned polymers. A
mixture of any two or more materials selected from any
aforementioned natural gelatinous materials and synthetic
polymers can be used as the gel carrier. In at least one
embodiment, the gel carrier comprises a natural collagen or
gelatin. In at least one embodiment, the gel carrier comprises
a synthetic PVA or PEG.

The gel carrier 104 may degrade in vivo in the tissues of
a host mammalian subject within of a short period of time (a
few weeks to a few months) or may persist in the tissues of
a host mammalian subject over a long period of time (e.g.,
60 years or longer). The gel carrier may be at least partially
crosslinked to decrease the rate of degradation and to persist
in the tissues of the host mammalian subject for a prolonged
period of time, for instance, over a period of hours, days, a
week or weeks, a month or months, or even for a year or
years. When degradable, the rate of degradation of the
composite marker in the tissues of a host mammalian subject
may be controlled by the degree of crosslinking of the gel
carrier. The biological degradation takes place at a slower
rate as the degree of crosslinking increases.

In some embodiments, the gel carrier may have at least
partially degraded over a period of time, exposing at least
some of the contrast materials carried in or on the gel carrier
to the bodily tissues. The exposed contrast materials may
degrade in vivo in the tissues of a host mammalian subject
within of a short period of time (a few weeks to a few
months) or may persist in the tissues of a host mammalian
subject over a long period of time (e.g., 60 years or longer).
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In some embodiments, the degree of crosslinking of the
gel carrier is pre-determined by the rate of degradation of the
composite marker in the tissues of a host mammalian
subject. In at least one embodiment, the rate of degradation
is such that the composite marker persists in the tissues of
the host mammalian subject for a period of at least three
weeks, at least four weeks, at least three months, at least six
months, or at least nine months.

The crosslinking or partial crosslinking of the gel carrier
may be achieved by a physical process or a chemical
modification (with or without using a crosslinking agent).
Suitable physical processes are those known to one skilled
in the art, including but not limited to, drying (e.g., freeze-
drying, critical point drying, or air drying), thermo-dehy-
dration, and radiation (e.g., UV radiation or y-ray radiation).
Suitable chemical modifications are those known to one
skilled in the art, including but not limited to, liquid phase
crosslinking (e.g., the gel is immersed in a solution of a
crosslinking agent to react, and the unreacted crosslinking
agent is washed off), vapor phase crosslinking (e.g., the
crosslinking reaction of the gel is performed under the vapor
of the crosslinking agent, and the unreacted crosslinking
agent is flushed off with an air flow), and supercritical fluid
crosslinking (e.g., the gel is contacted with a supercritical
fluid containing a crosslinking agent to react).

In at least one embodiment, the gel carrier is rendered at
least partially crosslinked by freezing and/or thawing.

In at least one embodiment, the gel carrier is rendered at
least partially crosslinked by using a crosslinking agent.
Suitable crosslinking agents are those known to one skilled
in the art for use in crosslinking of polymers, including but
not limited to, an aldehyde (e.g., formaldehyde), glutaral-
dehyde, glyceraldehyde, dialdehyde, starch, epoxide, dim-
ethyl adipimidate, glucosepane, carbodiimide, pentosidine,
isocyanate or polyisocyanate, metallic crosslinker, ionic
crosslinker, acrylic compound, alginate, sulthydryl, genipin,
and a combination thereof.

The degree of crosslinking of the gel carrier may be
tailored by altering the crosslinking processing duration (for
a physical process), the crosslinking reaction time (for a
chemical process), the concentration of the crosslinking
agent (for a chemical process), the operating temperature or
pressure, and other process parameters or reaction condi-
tions.

The gel carrier may be prepared from a gel or gel forming
material. For instance, a dry gel or gel forming material may
be mixed with distilled water in a variety of concentrations
to tailor the resulting properties to a particular indication or
use, for example, in a concentration of about 1 wt % 1 g gel
or gel forming material per 100 ml distilled water) to about
50 wt %, such as about 1 wt % to about 10 wt %, about 4
wt % to about 10 wt %, or about 4 wt % to about 6 wt %.

A composite marker may comprise an activated and/or
hydrolyzed fluorescent dye; at least one contrast material
detectable by a detection modality different than detection of
fluorescence; and a gel carrier. The activated and/or hydro-
lyzed fluorescent dye and the at least one contrast material
are carried in or on the gel carrier.

FIG. 4A shows an exemplary embodiment of a composite
marker 400 that can be used to mark a target site in a
mammalian subject. In at least one embodiment, the com-
posite marker 400 comprises an activated and/or hydrolyzed
fluorescent dye 403 and at least one contrast material 402
carried in or on the gel carrier 404. The gel carrier 404 binds
the activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye 403 and the
at least one contrast material 402 together.
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Fluorescent Dye

The activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye 403 may
be formed by activating and/or hydrolyzing a fluorescent
dye when exposing the fluorescent dye to the gel carrier
when forming the composite marker. The phrase “activated
and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye” refers to a form of a
fluorescent dye molecule that is formed when exposing the
fluorescent dye material to the gel carrier to prepare the
composite marker, during which process the fluorescent dye
molecule is activated and/or hydrolyzed so that it can emit
fluorescence. By forming a composite marker using a gel
carrier, the fluorescent dye molecule is “locked” (or at least
prolonged) in its activated and/or hydrolyzed form so that
the photobleaching effect may be minimized. Taking ICG as
an example, in aqueous solution, ICG has the maximum
absorption at 780 nm and a relatively low quantum yield for
fluorescence. Nevertheless, free form of ICG can be rapidly
cleared from the blood stream and photobleaching. When
incorporating ICG into the gel carrier to form the composite
marker, ICG is exposed to the water component in the gel
carrier to be activated and/or hydrolyzed, which may pro-
vide a same or similar absorption signature as ICG in
solution. Moreover, incorporating the activated and/or
hydrolyzed ICG in the composite marker may decrease the
bleaching effect of the ICG dye and increase the effective
length of time in which the ICG dye can be detected and
monitored.

Suitable fluorescent dyes include, but are not limited to, a
cyanine dye, such as a carbocyanine, an oxacarbocyanine, a
thiacarbocyanine, and a merocyanine. An exemplary cya-
nine dye is indocyanine green.

The composite marker 400 also comprises at least one
contrast material 402. The at least one contrast material 402
may include two or more different contrast materials, each
detectable by a respective detection modality that is different
from one another and different than detection of fluores-
cence.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a plurality of ultrasound reflective elements
102 each respectively comprising a body having at least one
cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one cavity to
provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals. In some
embodiments, the at least one contrast material 402 com-
prises a plurality of ultrasound reflective elements 102 each
respectively comprising a body having at least one cavity
and at least one fluid 405 in the at least one cavity to provide
reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals.

In these embodiments, all above descriptions and embodi-
ments relating to the ultrasound reflective element 102,
including the variety of forms that the ultrasound reflective
element 102 takes, the shape and materials of the body of the
ultrasound reflective element 1024, the techniques for form
the ultrasound reflective element, the fluid 105 entrapped in
the cavity of the ultrasound reflective element, the coating
106 on the ultrasound reflective element, the size of the
ultrasound reflective element, and the exemplary embodi-
ments shown in FIGS. 1B-1C and FIGS. 2A-2D, are all
applicable to the embodiment(s) or implementation(s) relat-
ing to the at least one contrast material 402 in the composite
marker 400.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a plurality of ultrasound reflective elements
102, each being formed of a shell 1024 having an outer wall
that forms a cavity 102¢ or a porous particle 102¢ having
more than one cavities 102¢ (as shown in FIGS. 1B and 1C).
In some embodiments, the shell or porous particle comprises
silica or titanium dioxide. In at least one embodiment, the
shell or porous particle is silica shell or silica particle.
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In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a plurality of ultrasound reflective elements
102, each respectively comprising a body having at least one
cavity containing entrapped fluid (gas or liquid) 405 to
provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals. In at least
one embodiment, the at least one fluid has a vaporization
threshold that a liquid-gas transition of the at least one fluid
can be triggered by an acoustic energy. The acoustic vapor-
ization of the fluid may be induced by high intensity focused
ultrasound (HIFU) or by low intensity focused ultrasound
(LIFU).

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a radiopaque material, detectable via X-ray
imaging (e.g., computed tomography, fluoroscopy). Suitable
radiopaque materials have been discussed above relating to
the at least one contrast material 103.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a material visually detectable materials in a
detection modality other than detection of fluorescence, such
as a dye or a pigment, that is not a fluorescent dye.
Exemplary visually detectable materials are a pigment, a
visible dye, and a UV dye. In at least one embodiment, the
at least one contrast material includes at least one of:
methylene blue and indigo dye.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a material detectable via magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI). Suitable MRI-detectable materials have
been discussed above relating to the at least one contrast
material 103.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
402 comprises a radioactive material, detectable via nuclear-
based imaging (e.g., scintigraphy, positron emission tomog-
raphy, or single-photon emission computed tomography).
Suitable radioactive materials have been discussed above
relating to the at least one contrast material 103.

The activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye 403 may
be carried in or on the gel carrier 404 in a dispersion therein,
optionally in a colloidal dispersion. In some embodiments,
the at least one contrast material 402 and the activated and/or
hydrolyzed fluorescent dye 403 are carried in or on the gel
carrier 404 in a dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal
dispersion. FIG. 4A shows an exemplary embodiment of a
composite marker 400 where the at least one contrast
material 402 and the activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent
dye 403 are carried in or on the gel carrier 404 in a
dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal dispersion.

When the fluorescent dye is dispersed in the gel carrier, to
prevent the activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye
from effusing out of the gel carrier, the activated and/or
hydrolyzed fluorescent dye may further comprise a coating
or encapsulation of a shell. This coating or encapsulation of
a shell can be formed from a variety of inorganic material
including but not limited to borate, alumina, carbonate,
bicarbonate, silica, silicate, aluminosilicate, titanium diox-
ide, and phosphate. Any of these inorganic materials may be
in the form of a monomeric salt or in a polymeric or
condensed form. Any of these inorganic materials may be
mixed with one or more other inorganic materials. Exem-
plary inorganic materials are silica and titanium dioxide. In
at least one embodiment, the activated and/or hydrolyzed
fluorescent dye further comprises a silica or titanium dioxide
coating or encapsulation of a silica or titanium dioxide shell.

When the at least one contrast material is dispersed in the
gel carrier, the at least one contrast material may also further
comprise a coating or encapsulation of a shell, to prevent the
at least one contrast material from effusing out of the gel
carrier.
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In some embodiments, the activated and/or hydrolyzed
fluorescent dye may be carried on or embedded in the at least
one contrast material 402. For instance, in FIG. 4B, the
activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye 403 is carried
on or embedded in the at least one contrast material 402.

In at least one embodiment, the at least one contrast
material 402 comprises a plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements 102, each respectively comprising a body having at
least one cavity containing entrapped fluid (gas or liquid)
405 to provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals;
and the activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye may be
carried on or embedded in the at least one contrast material
402. For instance, in FIG. 4B, the activated and/or hydro-
lyzed fluorescent dye 403, together with the entrapped fluid
405, is carried on or embedded in the ultrasound reflective
element 402 (or 102). In this embodiment, the activated
and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent dye may be inside the cavity
of the ultrasound reflective element and/or embedded in the
body of the ultrasound reflective element, similar to the
exemplary embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 2A-2D.

In at least one embodiment, the activated and/or hydro-
lyzed fluorescent dye, such as ICG, can be entrapped in the
ultrasound reflective element (e.g., silica shell or silica
particle) together with a fluid (e.g., a perfluorocarbon fluid)
using single emulsion method.

The composite marker 400 also comprises a gel carrier
404, which may comprise a natural gelatinous material, a
synthetic polymer, or a combination thereof.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed relat-
ing to the gel carrier 104, including suitable materials for the
gel carrier, crosslinking of the gel carrier, the form and size
of the gel carrier, and the preparation of the gel carrier, are
all applicable to the embodiment(s) or implementation(s)
relating to the gel carrier 404 in the composite marker 400.

In at least some implementations, the composite marker
may be expandable, for example when implanted into bodily
tissue. The composite marker may be able to hydrate rapidly,
achieving full hydration when disposed within an aqueous
environment within 24 hours in some cases.

In some embodiments, the composite marker may, in an
unexpanded state, have a length of about 2 mm to about 40
mm and a transverse dimension of about 0.5 mm to about 2
mm. The composite marker may have a ratio of size expan-
sion from a dried unexpanded state to a water saturated
expanded state of about 1:1.5 to about 1:10. The composite
marker may have a ratio of size expansion from a dried
unexpanded state to a water saturated expanded state of
about 1:2 to about 1:3.

The composite marker may take a variety of forms,
depending on the mold used when molding the composite
marker.

In some embodiments, the composite marker may have an
axial length of about 1 cm to about 10 c¢m, for instance, from
about 2 cm to about 8 cm. In an exemplary embodiment, an
outer transverse dimension of the composite marker molded
in a 2 mm silicone tube may be about 0.025 to about 0.031
inches, about 0.026 to about 0.030 inches, or about 0.027 to
about 0.028 inches. It may have a dry weight of about 7 to
about 7.8 mg and in some cases, an axial length of about 22
mm to about 24 mm. Upon soaking the composite marker in
water, it may expand to an outer transverse dimension of
about 1.5 mm with an axial length of about 23 mm to about
25 mm in some cases. In an exemplary embodiment, an
outer transverse dimension of the composite marker molded
in 2.4 mm silicone tubes may be about 0.026 to about 0.034
inches, about 0.029 to about 0.033 inches, or about 0.031 to
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about 0.032 inches after being freeze dried and subsequently
compressed. It may have a dry weight of about 6.2 mg to
about 8 mg.

In some embodiments, the composite marker may have a
pellet shape, i.e., having a relatively shorter axial length. For
instance, the composite marker may have a transverse
dimension of about 1 mm to about 3 mm and an axial length
of about 2 mm to about 10 mm.

A kit for forming a composite marker may comprise a
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements; at least one
contrast material detectable via a detection modality differ-
ent than ultrasound imaging; and a gel or gel forming
material. Each ultrasound reflective element respectively
comprises a body having at least one cavity and at least one
fluid in the at least one cavity to provide reflectivity of
ultrasound imaging signals. The at least one contrast mate-
rial is not included in an outer layer of each ultrasound
reflective element. When being mixed with the plurality of
ultrasound reflective elements and the at least one contrast
material, the gel or gel forming material results in a gel
carrier which carries the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements and the at least one contrast material in or on the
gel carrier to form a composite marker. The kit may further
comprise a crosslinking agent.

All above descriptions and embodiments relating to the
composite marker 100, including descriptions and embodi-
ments relating to the ultrasound reflective element 102, the
at least one contrast material 103, and the gel carrier 104, are
all applicable to the embodiment(s) or implementation(s) of
a kit for forming a composite marker.

A kit for forming a composite marker may comprise a
fluorescent dye; at least one contrast material detectable by
a detection modality different than detection of fluorescence;
and a gel or gel forming material. When being mixed with
the at least one contrast material and the fluorescent dye, the
gel or gel forming material results in a gel carrier which
carries the at least one contrast material and the fluorescent
dye in or on the gel carrier to form a composite marker. The
kit may further comprise a crosslinking agent.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed in the
above aspect relating to the composite marker 400, includ-
ing descriptions and embodiments relating to the fluorescent
dye 403, the at least one contrast material 402, and the gel
carrier 404, are all applicable to the embodiment(s) or
implementation(s) of a kit for forming a composite marker.

A method for forming a composite marker may comprise:
mixing: 1) a plurality of ultrasound reflective elements, each
ultrasound reflective element respectively comprising a
body having at least one cavity and at least one fluid in the
at least one cavity to provide reflectivity of ultrasound
imaging signals; 2) at least one contrast material detectable
by a detection modality different than ultrasound imaging,
wherein the at least one imaging material is not included in
an outer layer of each ultrasound reflective element; and 3)
a gel or gel forming material, to result in a gel carrier
carrying the plurality of ultrasound reflective elements and
the at least one contrast material in or on the gel carrier to
form a composite marker.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed in the
above aspect relating to the composite marker 100, includ-
ing descriptions and embodiments relating to the ultrasound
reflective element 102, the at least one contrast material 103,
and the gel carrier 104, are all applicable to a method for
forming a composite marker 100.

In some embodiments, the plurality of ultrasound reflec-
tive elements are mixed with the at least one contrast
material first, so that the contrast material may be carried by
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the ultrasound reflective elements. In some embodiments,
the plurality of ultrasound reflective elements are mixed
with the at least one contrast material during the process of
preparing the ultrasound reflective elements, so that the
contrast material may be carried by the ultrasound reflective
elements. Mixing may infuse the at least one contrast
material into the cavity of the ultrasound reflective element.
Mixing may infuse the at least one contrast material in the
body of the ultrasound reflective element.

The plurality of ultrasound reflective elements carrying
the at least one contrast material are then mixed with the gel
or gel forming material to result in a gel carrier carrying the
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements and the at least
one contrast material in or on the gel carrier to form a
composite marker.

In some embodiments, the at least one contrast material
and the gel or gel forming material are mixed together in one
step, so that the contrast material may be carried in or on the
gel carrier in a dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal
dispersion.

In some embodiments, the plurality of ultrasound reflec-
tive elements, the at least one contrast material, and the gel
or gel forming material are all mixed together in one step, so
that the plurality of ultrasound reflective elements and the
contrast material may be carried in or on the gel carrier in a
dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal dispersion.

A method for forming a composite marker may comprise:
mixing: 1) a fluorescent dye; 2) at least one contrast material
detectable by a detection modality different than detection of
fluorescence; and 3) a gel or gel forming material, to result
in a gel carrier carrying the fluorescent dye and the at least
one contrast material in or on the gel carrier to form a
composite marker.

In some embodiments, the mixing further comprises
exposing the fluorescent dye to the gel or gel forming
material to form an activated and/or hydrolyzed fluorescent
dye, carried in or on the gel carrier.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed in the
above aspect relating to the composite marker 400, includ-
ing descriptions and embodiments relating to the fluorescent
dye 403, the at least one contrast material 402, and the gel
carrier 404, are all applicable to a method for forming a
composite marker 400.

In some embodiments, the fluorescent dye is mixed with
the at least one contrast material (e.g., a plurality of ultra-
sound reflective elements) first, so that the fluorescent dye
may be carried by the at least one contrast material (e.g., the
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements). In some embodi-
ments, the fluorescent dye is mixed with the at least one
contrast material (e.g., a plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements) during the process of preparing the at least one
contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements), so that the fluorescent dye may be carried by the
at least one contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound
reflective elements). Mixing may infuse the fluorescent dye
into the cavity of at least one contrast material (e.g., the
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements). Mixing may
infuse the fluorescent dye in the body of the at least one
contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements).

The at least one contrast material (e.g., the plurality of
ultrasound reflective elements) carrying the fluorescent dye
is then mixed with the gel or gel forming material to result
in a gel carrier carrying the fluorescent dye and the at least
one contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound reflec-
tive elements) in or on the gel carrier to form a composite
marker.
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In some embodiments, the fluorescent dye and the gel or
gel forming material are mixed together in one step, so that
the fluorescent dye may be carried in or on the gel carrier in
a dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal dispersion.

In some embodiments, the fluorescent dye, the at least one
contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements), and the gel or gel forming material are all mixed
together in one step, so that the fluorescent dye and the
contrast material (e.g., the plurality of ultrasound reflective
elements) may be carried in or on the gel carrier in a
dispersion therein, optionally in a colloidal dispersion.

A method for forming a composite marker may further
comprise carrying out a physical process or a chemical
modification to the gel carrier to at least partially crosslink
the gel carrier.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises
drying (e.g., freeze-drying, critical point drying, or air
drying), thermo-dehydrating, or radiating (e.g., UV radiating
or y-ray radiating) to at least partially crosslink the gel
carrier. In at least one embodiment, the method further
comprises freezing and/or thawing to at least partially cross-
link the gel carrier.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises
adding a crosslinking agent to the gel or gel forming material
to at least partially crosslink the gel carrier. Suitable cross-
linking agents have been discussed above.

A method for forming a composite marker may further
comprise molding/casting the composite marker by a mold
based on the shape desired (e.g., a tubular mold). For
instance, the composite marker may be molded into an inner
cylindrical cavity of a silicone tube; the composite marker
may be frozen and/or freeze dried; the composite marker
may be pushed out of the inner cylindrical cavity; and the
composite marker may be pressed (or compressed) to
remove air and reduce the volume and outer profile such that
the composite marker will fit in an inner lumen of a cannula
of a syringe applicator. The composite marker may also be
compressed and de-aired after being freeze-dried while still
disposed within an inner lumen of a silicone tube. In some
embodiments, the freeze-dried composite markers may be
compressed by rolling them between two silicone sheet
surfaces to remove air pockets and reduce profile.

In a method for forming a composite marker, the total
amounts of all types of contrast materials (including ultra-
sound reflective elements, fluorescent dye, and other con-
trast materials) and gel or gel forming material may be used
in a ratio ranging from about 0.1 mg/ml (i.e., 0.1 mg contrast
material per 1 ml gel or gel forming material) to about 10
mg/ml, for instance, from about 0.1 mg/ml to about 8 mg/ml,
or from about 2 mg/ml to about 5 mg/ml.

In an exemplary embodiment for forming a composite
marker, a methylene blue or ICG solution/suspension (in
ethanol) (about 5%) is mixed with about 2 mg silica shells
and about 1 ml chitosan. The mixture is dispensed (e.g.,
injected) into an inner cylindrical cavity of a tubular mold
made from a soft elastic material (e.g., a tubular silicone
mold having an inner lumen diameter of about 2.3 mm to
about 2.5 mm). The silicon tube is then frozen and subse-
quently freeze dried with a 20-25% sodium hydroxide
solution.

In an exemplary embodiment for forming a composite
marker, a methylene blue or ICG solution/suspension (in
ethanol) (about 5%) is mixed with about 2 mg silica shells
and about 1 ml 5 wt %-10 wt % PVA aqueous solution (99%
hydrolyzed; MW 78,000). The mixture is injected into a
silicone tube. The tube is then frozen and subsequently
freeze dried with a 20-25% sodium hydroxide solution.
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The freeze dried composite marker may then be removed
from the mold (e.g., silicone tube), and may be sized and
configured to fit into a various size syringe applicator device
(e.g., standard 14-gauge, or 19- or 20-gauge) with sufficient
interference for an accurate and timely deployment.

A method of marking a target site in a mammalian subject
may comprise: administering parenterally to the target site in
the mammalian subject a composite marker comprising: a
plurality of ultrasound reflective elements, each ultrasound
reflective element respectively comprising a body having at
least one cavity and at least one fluid in the at least one
cavity to provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals;
at least one contrast material detectable via a detection
modality different than ultrasound imaging, wherein the at
least one contrast material is not included in an outer layer
of each ultrasound reflective element; and a gel carrier,
wherein the ultrasound reflective element and the at least
one contrast material are carried in or on the gel carrier. The
method also comprises detecting the target site and the
composite gel marker with ultrasound imaging or a detection
modality capable of detecting the at least one contrast
material.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed in the
above aspect relating to the composite marker 100, includ-
ing descriptions and embodiments relating to ultrasound
reflective element 102, at least one contrast material 103,
and gel carrier 104, are all applicable a method marking a
target site in a mammalian subject.

In some embodiments, the target site comprises a tumor.
The method further comprises surgically excising the tumor
using ultrasound imaging or the detection modality capable
of detecting the at least one contrast material as a detecting
guidance, wherein the detecting guidance is different than
the detection modality used in the detecting the target site
and the composite gel marker.

A method of marking a target site in a mammalian subject
may comprise: administering parenterally to the mammalian
subject a composite marker, comprising: an activated and/or
hydrolyzed fluorescent dye; at least one contrast material
detectable by a detection modality different than detection of
fluorescence; and a gel carrier, wherein the activated and/or
hydrolyzed fluorescent dye and the at least one contrast
material are carried in or on the gel carrier. The method also
comprises detecting the target site and the composite gel
marker with a detection modality that detects fluorescence or
a detection modality different than detection of fluorescence
and capable of detecting the at least one contrast material.

All above descriptions and embodiments discussed in the
above aspect relating to the composite marker 400, includ-
ing descriptions and embodiments relating to the fluorescent
dye 403, the at least one contrast material 402, and the gel
carrier 404, are all applicable to a method marking a target
site in a mammalian subject.

In some embodiments, the target site comprises a tumor.
The method further comprises surgically excising the tumor
using a detection modality that detects fluorescence or the
detection modality different than detection of fluorescence
and capable of detecting the at least one contrast material as
a detection guidance, wherein the detection guidance is
different than the detection modality used in the detecting
the target site and the composite gel marker.

In a method of marking a target site in a mammalian
subject, the composite marker may be administered to the
target site in a mammalian subject parenterally via any
administration route known to one skilled in the art. For
instance, parenteral administration of the composite marker
can be performed by injection, for example, by using a
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needle and a syringe, or by the insertion of an indwelling
catheter. In this case, the size and shape of the composite
marker can be adjusted to fit in the internal size and shape
of the needle, syringe, or catheter. More detailed descrip-
tions about specific techniques that may be used for admin-
istering and delivering a gelatin marker to a tissue and
suitable applicators may be found, for example in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 15/946,479, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

Unless otherwise indicated, use of the term “detecting” or
“detection of” a composite marker herein refers to recogni-
tion of a return signal from a composite marker that is
distinct from a return signal of tissue (or other material) at
the target site surrounding or adjacent to the composite
marker. For example, direct visual detection of a composite
marker may include the ability of an observer to see the
composite marker relative to the surrounding tissue due to a
difference in color or fluorescence contrast, for example,
between the marker and the surrounding tissue. A composite
marker detected by ultrasound may reflect an ultrasound
signal that is distinct in intensity, wavelength, phase, etc.,
relative to an ultrasound signal reflected by tissue surround-
ing or adjacent such a composite marker. In addition,
effective detection in many cases does not need to include
image projection onto a display screen for viewing by an
operator such as is typically the case with fluoroscopic,
ultrasonic, and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). Detec-
tion of a composite marker may include reflection or return
of some type of an energetic signal by the composite marker
that may be projected from multiple points of origin to
specify the location of a composite marker in three-dimen-
sional space by methods such as triangulation. Such a
technique may provide location information of the compos-
ite marker relative to the position of the multiple points of
origin of the energetic signal. With regard to audio detection,
an audible sound may be configured to increase in pitch,
intensity, frequency or the like as a function of a probe’s
proximity to a composite marker and/or such a probe’s
appropriate directionality with respect to a composite
marker.

In some instance, the composite marker may be detected
by two or more different detection modalities. Certain detec-
tion modalities, such as fluoroscopy, computed tomography
(CT) imaging, and/or MRI, are used by a specialist such as
a radiologist to identify the location of the tissue lesion.
Certain different detection modalities, such as visual imag-
ing (direct viewing of the markers by color or fluorescence)
and/or ultrasound imaging (e.g., color flow Doppler ultra-
sound imaging) may be used by a specialist such as a
surgeon to facilitate the subsequent therapeutic procedure,
possibly during surgical removal or other type of treatment
of the tissue lesion. Certain different detection modalities
may be used to evaluate excised tissue after surgical removal
from the patient or for any other suitable indication.

Embodiments illustratively described herein suitably may
be practiced in the absence of any element(s) not specifically
disclosed herein. Thus, for example, in each instance herein
any of the terms “comprising,” “consisting essentially of,”
and “consisting of” may be replaced with either of the other
two terms. The terms and expressions which have been
employed are used as terms of description and not of
limitation and use of such terms and expressions do not
exclude any equivalents of the features shown and described
or portions thereof, and various modifications are possible.
The term “a” or “an” can refer to one of or a plurality of the
elements it modifies (e.g., “a reagent” can mean one or more
reagents) unless it is contextually clear either one of the
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elements or more than one of the elements is described.
Thus, it should be understood that although embodiments
have been specifically disclosed by representative embodi-
ments and optional features, modification and variation of
the concepts herein disclosed may be resorted to by those
skilled in the art, and such modifications and variations are
considered within the scope of this disclosure.

The teachings of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 62/941,
336, filed Nov. 27, 2019 and entitled “COMPOSITE TIS-
SUE MARKERS DETECTABLE VIA MULTIPLE
DETECTION MODALITIES”; Ser. No. 62/941,337, filed
Nov. 27, 2019 and entitled “COMPOSITE TISSUE MARK-
ERS DETECTABLE VIA MULTIPLE DETECTION
MODALITIES INCLUDING RADIOPAQUE WIRE”; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 63/073,285, filed Sep. 1, 2020
and entitled “COMPOSITE TISSUE MARKERS DETECT-
ABLE VIA MULTIPLE DETECTION MODALITIES
INCLUDING RADIOPAQUE ELEMENT”; and U.S. pat-
ent application Ser. No. 15/946,479, are incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety.

With regard to the above detailed description, like refer-
ence numerals used therein refer to like elements that may
have the same or similar dimensions, materials and configu-
rations. While particular forms of embodiments have been
illustrated and described, it will be apparent that various
modifications can be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the embodiments of the invention. Accordingly,
it is not intended that the invention be limited by the
forgoing detailed description.

We claim:

1. A composite marker, comprising:

a plurality of sealed ultrasound reflective elements, each
ultrasound reflective element respectively comprising a
porous body having an irregular outer surface, at least
one cavity and at least one gas in the at least one cavity
to provide reflectivity of ultrasound imaging signals,
wherein each ultrasound reflective element comprises a
hydrophobic coating that at least temporarily seals the
at least one cavity thereof to retain the gas therein,
wherein the hydrophobic coating comprises a mono-,
di-, tri-, or tetra-alkoxysilane;

at least one contrast material detectable via a detection
modality different than ultrasound imaging, wherein
the at least one contrast material is not included in an
outer layer of each ultrasound reflective element; and

a gel carrier that is at least partially crosslinked, wherein
the plurality of sealed ultrasound reflective elements
and the at least one contrast material are carried in or
on the gel carrier.

2. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein each sealed
ultrasound reflective element is formed of a shell having an
outer wall that forms one cavity of the at least one cavity or
a porous particle having more than one cavity of the at least
one cavity, wherein the shell or porous particle comprises
silica or titanium dioxide.

3. The composite marker of claim 2, wherein the shell or
porous particle is silica shell or silica particle.

4. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes two or more different contrast
materials, each detectable by a respective detection modality
that is different from one another and different from ultra-
sound imaging.

5. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material is carried in or on the gel carrier in a
colloidal dispersion therein.
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6. The composite marker of claim 5, wherein the plurality
of sealed ultrasound reflective elements and the at least one
contrast material are carried in or on the gel carrier in a
colloidal dispersion therein.

7. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes a radiopaque material, detect-
able via X-ray imaging.

8. The composite marker of claim 7, wherein the
radiopaque material is a radiopaque metal selected from the
group consisting of stainless steel, platinum, gold, iridium,
titanium, tantalum, tungsten, silver, rhodium, nickel, bis-
muth, and barium; an alloy of the radiopaque metals; an
oxide of the radiopaque metals; a sulfate of the radiopaque
metals; a carbonate of the radiopaque metals; or a combi-
nation thereof.

9. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes at least one of: a dye or a
pigment, visually detectable.

10. The composite marker of claim 9, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes at least one of: a pigment, a
visible dye, a fluorescent dye, a near-infrared dye, or an
ultraviolet (UV) dye.

11. The composite marker of claim 10, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes at least one of: methylene
blue, indigo dye, or indocyanine green.

12. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes at least one of: a paramag-
netic, superparamagnetic, ferrimagnetic or ferromagnetic
compound, or a compound containing other non-zero spin
nuclei than hydrogen, detectable via magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI).

13. The composite marker of claim 12, wherein the at
least one contrast material includes at least one of: a man-
ganese or manganese-based compound; a gadolinium or
gadolinium-based compound; or ferrous gluconate, ferrous
sulfate, iron oxide, or iron platinum.

14. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material contains a radioactive material, detect-
able via nuclear-based imaging.

15. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the gel
carrier comprises a natural gelatinous material, a synthetic
polymer, or a combination thereof.

16. The composite marker of claim 15, wherein the gel
carrier comprises:

1) a protein selected from the group consisting of collagen,

gelatin, fibrin, fibronectin, and albumin;

ii) a polysaccharide selected from the group consisting of
cellulose or methyl cellulose, hyaluronic acid, chitin,
chitosan, and calcium alginate;

iii) a synthetic polymer selected from the group consisting
of polyvinyl alcohol (PVA), polyglycolic acid (PGA),
polylactic acid (PLA), poly(glycolic-co-lactic acid)
(PLGA), polycaprolactone (PCL), polymethacrylate
(PMA), polymethylmethacrylate (PMMA), polyethyl-
ene oxide (PEO), polyamine, polyoxaamide, poly-
oxaester, polyethylene glycol (PEG), polypropylene
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(PP), polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), polyester,
polyetheretherketone (PEEK), and a copolymer
thereof;, or

a mixture of any two or more members from 1), ii), or iii).

17. The composite marker of claim 15, wherein the gel
carrier is at least partially crosslinked, via a physical pro-
cess, a chemical modification, and/or using a crosslinking
agent.

18. The composite marker of claim 17, wherein the gel
carrier is rendered at least partially crosslinked by using a
crosslinking agent selected from the group consisting of an
aldehyde, glutaraldehyde, glyceraldehyde, dialdehyde,
starch, epoxide, dimethyl adipimidate, glucosepane, carbo-
diimide, pentosidine, isocyanate or polyisocyanate, metallic
crosslinker, ionic crosslinker, acrylic compound, alginate,
sulthydryl, genipin, and a combination thereof.

19. The composite marker of claim 17, wherein the gel
carrier is rendered at least partially crosslinked by freezing
and/or thawing.

20. The composite marker of claim 17, wherein a degree
of crosslinking of the gel carrier is pre-determined by a rate
of degradation of the gel carrier a tissue of a host mamma-
lian subject.

21. The composite marker of claim 20, wherein the rate of
degradation of the gel carrier in the tissues of the host
mammalian subject is such that the gel carrier persists in the
tissues of the host mammalian subject for a period of at least
three weeks, and optionally for a period of about 9 months
or longer.

22. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the mono-,
di-, tri-, or tetra-alkoxysilane of the hydrophobic coating is
selected from: the group consisting of: propyltrimethoxysi-
lane, hexyltrimethoxysilane, heptyltrimethoxysilane, octylt-
rimethoxysilane, nonyltrimethoxysilane, decyltrimethoxysi-
lane, dodecyltrimethoxysilane, tridecyltrimethoxysilane,
tetradecyltrimethoxysilane, pentadecyltrimethoxysilane,
hexadecyltrimethoxysilane,  heptadecyltrimethoxysilane,
octadecyltrimethoxysilane, phenyltrimethoxysilane, propyl-
triethoxysilane, hexyltriethoxysilane, heptyltriethoxysilane,
octyltriethoxysilane, nonyltriethoxysilane, decyltriethoxysi-
lane, dodecyltriethoxysilane, tridecyltriethoxysilane, tetra-
decyltriethoxysilane, pentadecyltriethoxysilane, hexadecyl-
triethoxysilane, heptadecyltriethoxysilane,
octadecyltriethoxysilane, phenyltriethoxysilane, methoxy
(triethyleneoxy) propyltrimethoxysilane, 3-(methacryloy-
loxy) propyltrimethoxysilane, m, p-ethylphenethylt-
rimethoxysilane, 2-[methoxy (polyethyleneoxy) propyl]-
trimethoxysilane, 3-aminopropyltrimethoxysilane,
3-mercaptopropyltrimethoxysilane, 3-isocyanatopropyltri-
ethoxysilane, 3-isocyanatopropyltrimethoxysilane, and gly-
cidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane.

23. The composite marker of claim 1, wherein the at least
one contrast material includes an activated and/or fluores-
cent dye or a pigment that is visually detectable and that is
carried in or on the gel carrier.

#* #* #* #* #*



