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This invention relates to fastening means, and 
more particularly is concerned with wire clips 
for fastening Wire fabric lath, or the like, to 
furring bar or similar SupportS. 

5 Heretofore, various types of wire clips have 
been provided for securing paper-back wire fab 
ric lath to furring Supports. These clips while 
satisfactory in many uses are open to certain 
objections. For example, Some of the clips are 

10 expensive to manufacture and are difficult to se 
cure in fastening position. Specifically, no wire 
clip has been provided, so far as I am aWare, 
which can be secured in place with one hand 
thereby leaving one hand of the builder free, to 

ls hold the fabric. Moreover, many prior types of 
Wire clips when fastened in place do not provide 
adequate strength. 

It is the general object of my invention to 
provide an improved wire clip for fastening metal 

20 lath, for example, paper-back wire fabric lath, 
to furring barS or similar supportS. 
Another object of my invention is the provi 

Sion of an inexpensive, light weight but strong 
and sturdy wire clip whereby wire fabric or the 

25 like can be quickly and securely fastened to a de 
Sired Support. - 
Another object of my invention is the provi 

Sion of a wire clip for securing sheet material 
to a furring bar or other Support which clip 

30 can be readily fastened in place by one hand of 
the operator while he is employing the other 
hand to Support the sheet material or perform. 
any other desired operation. 
The foregoing and other objects of my inven 

tion are achieved by the provision of a wire clip 
for Securing metal lath or the like to a furring 
Support which clip comprises an elongated wire 
body generally having a bend therein adapted to 
engage resiliently With the fabric to be sup 

40 ported. The body is formed with a hook on One 
end which is adapted to hook around the furring 
Support, and an eye on the other end of the body 
through which the hook of the next adjacent 
clip is adapted to be passed so that One hook 

45 Supports the ends of two adjacent clips. Each 
eye of my improved clip has means associated 
therewith for temporarily holding the eye end 
of the body adjacent, the fabric until the hook 
of the next clip can be passed through the eye. 

Bo Stated in combination form, my improvement 
comprises paper-back wire fabric lath, furring 
bar Supports for the lath, wire clipS Securing the 
lath to the furring supports, each of said clips 
comprising a wire body lying against the lath 

3. 5 

55 on the side opposite the furring bars and a hook 
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on one end of the wire body and extending 
around a furring bar. The other end of each 
wire body is provided with an eye and the end 
of the eye has a leg secured thereto which ex 
tends substantially at right angles to the wire . 
body through the fabric to the back thereof so 
that the leg lies substantially in the plane of the 
fabric. The hook on the end of one wire clip 
extends through the eye on the next adjacent 
clip and moldable plastic covers one side of the 0 
fabric and buries the clips. 
For a better understanding of my invention, 

reference should be had to the accompanying 
drawing wherein Fig. 1 is a longitudinal Section 
all view through a ceiling including Wire fabric ls 
lath which is secured in place in accordance With 
my invention; Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view 
taken on the line II-II of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of my improved wire clip; Fig. 4 is a 
side elevation of my improved clip; and Fig. 520 
is an end view of the clip. 
While the improved clip of my invention may 

be employed in a number of fastening or secur 
ing capacities it is particularly adapted to se 
'cure paper-back wire fabric, such as manufac- 25 
tured under the trade name “Steeltex,' in place 
on a wall or ceiling, and it has been so illus 
trated in the drawings in this capacity and will 
be so described. 

Specifically, the numeral to indicates general- 80 
ly a paper-back wire fabric lath which is placed 
against furring supports 2 and which is held 
in this position by wire clips, indicated as a whole 
by the numeral 4. A moldable plastic 6, Such 
as plaster or the like, is coated over the outside 35 
of the wire fabric lath O' and buries the clips 
4 in the completed ceiling, as will be under 

Stood. V 

Having particular reference to the Wire clips 
4, each comprises, as best seen in Figs. 3 to 5,40 
an elongated body portion 20 made of a single 
piece of Wire and usually at least six inches in 
length. A convenient length is eight inches. The 
body portion 20 is formed with a bend or off 
set near its center so that the body portion com- 45 
prises two parts which join each other at an 
angle somewhat less than 180 degrees. Pref 
erably the bend is made about One-quarter of an 
-inch in height and is on the side of the clip 
which engages with the fabric in the fabric secur- 50 
sing operation. The purpose of the bendis to pro 
vide a resilient portion on the body. which en 
gages with the fabric and urges the fabric into 
tight relation with the furring bar support there- 55 
for. ? 
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A hook is formed on One end of the body por 

tion 20 which hook is adapted to extend around 
a furring bar Support, as thus shown in Fig. 2. 
The hook generally takes the form of a legº por 
tion 22 which extends at right angles to the body 
portion 20 of the clip and in a direction per 
pendicular to the plane of the fabric to be se 
cured in place. The leg portion 22 has a limb 
portion 24 formed on its end which limb portion 
extends at right angles to the leg portion and in 
a direction substantially perpendicular to the 
body portion of the clip. The end of the limb 
portion 24 has an arm portion 26 secured there 
to which is substantially parallel with the leg 
portion but which extends Somewhat out of the 
plane defined by the leg and limb portions 22 
and 24 and in a direction away from the body 
portion 20 of the clip. This structure facilitates 
the placing of the hook over the furring bar and 
permits the arcuate movement of the clip as 
:hereinafter : described. The :end of the arm por 
stion 26 is cut to form a sharp point which is to 
adapt the hook so that it can readily pierce the 
paper back of the Wire fabric lath. 
The other end of the wire body if 0 is formed 

with an eye, indicated as a whole by the numeral 
30. The eye 30 lies in a plane substantially par 
allel to or coincident with the Wire fabric to be 
Supported by the clip and to the end of the eye 
is Secured a leg portion 32 which extends at sub 
stantially a right angle to the body portion 20 
and Substantially but not quite in the plane of 
the fabric to be supported by the clip. As best 
seen in Fig. 5, the leg portion 32 extends at an 
angle of usually between 5 and 20 degrees, with 

, the plane of the fabric to be; supported so that it 
'makes what might be termed a Small angle with 
the clip. The end of the leg portion 32 is also 
pointed to facilitate pushing it through the paper 
:back of the wire fabric lath. 
My improved clip as just described in detail is 

'conveniently and preferably made from a single 
length of wire so that the body, leg, limb, arm, 
and eye portions are all integral. 

In the use of my improved clip the operator or 
builder holds the wire fabric lath against the 
'furring bar support with: one hand and with the 
other hand threads the hook end of the clip 
through the paper fabric of the lath and up and 
around the furring bar support so that the hook 
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rend of the clip is securely locked in position as 
will be understood. The operator now pushes 
the eye end of the wire.clip with anarcuate swing 
ing imovement of the body of the clip about the 
hook as a pivot point to pierce the leg 32 through 
the paper back of the wire fabric. This move 
menit is continued to bring the eye substantially 
into alignment with the furring bar. The point 
in the paper, fabric through which the leg 32 is 
punched is selected to be quite near to the fur 
ring bar so that the accuate movement of the clip 
after punching, and to bring the eye into align 
ment, does not tear the paper. 
The arcuate or SWinging movement of the Wire 

clip also serves to position the outer end of the 
leg 32 behind the Wire fabric, as best seen in Fig. 2. 
This entire operation can be performed by the 
operator's one hand while the other hand is 
holding the fabric in position against the furring 
bar support. The leg 32 on the eye 30 thus serves 
as means for temporarily holding the eye end of 
the Wire clip in position and the bend or offset in 
the body portion 20 of the clip acts to resiliently 
position the clip during and after the movement 
of the leg 32 through the fabric. 
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Now the operation is repeated to position a 

second wire clip in securing relation. The Second 
wire clip taken by the operator is manipulated 
in his one hand while still holding the fabric SO 
that the hook portion of the clip is threaded 
through the eye 30 of the preceding clip and the 
hook is manipulated to Swing it around the fur 
ring bar support 2. When the hook on the sec 
ond or next adjacent wire clip is in locking or 
Supporting relation with the furring bar it will 
be seen that the hook serves not only to sup 
port its end of the wire clip 4 but in addition 
acts to hold up or position the eye end of the 
preceding Wire clip. The eye end of the second 
wire clip is moved in an arcuate manner as before 
to pierce the leg 32 through the paper and wire 
fabric and thereby hold the clip in position and 
leave the hand of an operator free to pick up still 
a third Wire clip. 
The securing of the clips as just described is 

“continued untila, whole string of interlocked and 
: connected Wire clipsis positioned along the whole 
length of wire fabric to be secured in place. The 
eye end of the last clip is secured in place against 
-the fuering bar by any suitable means, as for ex 
ample, a wire or similar-tie 34. Thus the series of 

: clips forms a chain; across the face of the fabric 
and provides a continuous Support for the fabric 
(from end to end. 

It is believed that the objects of my invention 
have been fulfilled by the provision of the com 
bination and the improved wire clip herein spe 
'cifically illustrated, and described. Suffice it to 
say that the:improved fastening clip of my inven 
tion is inexpensive, easily made, and can be 
areadily utilized by the ordinary laborer or con 
struction man to rapidly and strongly secure 
paper back Wire fabric lath or the like to a fur 
iring or other support. It can be snapped into 
position by one hand of a single operator which 
leaves his other hand free to hold the fabric or 
for other Work. 

In accordance With the provisions of the patent 
:statutes I have specifically illustrated and de 
scribed one particular form of my invention. 
However, it will be understood that my invention 
is not limited thereto or thereby but is defined in 
the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. A wire clip for securing metal lath or the 

like to a furring Support comprising an elongated 
'Wirebody, a hook On One end of the body adapted 
to hook around the furring support, an eye on 
the other end of the body and through which 
Ithe hook of the next clip is adapted to be passed 
so that one hook supports the ends of two ad 
jacent clips, and means aSSociated with the eye 
for itemporarily holding the eye end of the body 
radjacent the fabric until the hook of the next clip 
:can be passed through the eye. 

2. A wire clip for Securing metal lath or the 
like to a furring Support comprising an elongated 
wire body having a bend therein adapted to 
engage resiliently with the fabric to be supported, 
a hook on one end of the body adapted to hook 
around the furring Support, an eye on the other 
end of the body and through which the hook of 
the next clip is adapted to be passed so that one 
hook supports the ends of two adjacent clips, 
and means associated with the eye for temporarily 
holding the eye end of the body adjacent the 
fabric until the hook of the next clip can be 
paSSed through the eye. 

3. A Wire clip adapted to secure paper-back 
"Wire fabric lath or the like to furring bars or 
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similar supports comprising a wire body portion 
formed with a bend or offset near its center por 
tion and in a direction adapted to engage With 
the fabric, a locking leg portion formed integrally 
With one end of the body portion and adapted 
to hook around a furring bar, an eye formed in 
tegrally With the other end of the body portion, 
and a leg formed integrally with the end of the 
eye and adapted to extend at a relatively small 
angle through and to the back of the plane of 
the fabric when supported. 

4. A wire clip adapted to Secure paper-back 
Wire fabric lath or the like to furring bars and 
comprising an elongated wire body having a bend 
therein near the center with the two parts of the 
body making an angle of a few degrees less than 
180° with each other, an integral right angle leg 

portion at One end of the body and extending in 
the same direction as the bend in the body, an 
integral right angle limb portion formed on the 
end of the leg portion and extending Substantially 
in a plane perpendicular to the body, an integral 
right angle arm portion formed on the end of 
the limb portion and extending at a slight angle 
to the said plane and away from the body por 
tion, an eye formed integrally on the other end 
of the body portion and lying in a plane substan 
tially perpendicular to the leg portion, and an 
integral extension on the end of the eye and posi 
tioned substantially at right angles to the body 
but rising out of the plane of the eye on the leg 
portion side thereof. 

ARTHUR. E. MCNABB. 
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