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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Isore J. Pramon-
DON, @ citizen of the United States, residing
at Dubuque, in the county of Dubuque and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Leaf-Holders,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

This invention relates to an improved leaf
holder or clamp shown and described in
Patent No. 1,19}7) 233, granted to Isidore J.

Plamondon and Robert Short, on September

5, 1916, and of which I am the sole inventor.

1t is the primary purpose of this invention
to produce a simple, effective and reliable
leaf clamping device particularly’ designed
for use in connection with a book holder or

support such as that disclosed in the patent

above referred to, whereby the opposite
leaves of the book, when the same i$ opened,
may be clamped and held irrespective of the
vertical inclination of the book, or the lateral
inclination of the opposite portions of the
book with respect to each other.

It is a more particular object of the inven-
tion to provide a clamping or holding device
for the above purpose embodying a pair of
angular rods pivotally mounted at one of
their ends upon the book support, and a pair
of reversible coil springs formed in a single
length of wire, said springs being engaged
upon the respective pivotally mounted ends
of the clamping rods and operated to yield-
ingly force the opposite ends of the rods
apart and into clamping engagement upon
the book leaves. ‘

It is an additional object of the invention
to provide an improved mounting for the
clamping rods and the actuating springs
therefor so that the latter will be protected
against possible injury and the device thus
rendered highly durable in practical use and
reliable and effective in operation.

‘With the above and other objects in view,
my invention consists in the novel features
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts to be hereinafter more fully
described, claimed and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, in which, -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a book
holder such as that shown in the prior ap-
plication hereinbefore referred to;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation, partly in section;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary plan view illus-
trating the mounting of the leaf holding or
clamping members; and '

Fig. 4 is a section taken on the line 4—4
of Fig. 3. ' ,

Referring in detail to the drawing, 5 des-
ignates the baseboard of the book support
and 9 the book support proper which is
hinged, as at 10, upon the front edge of the
base 5. Upon the center of the supporting
board 9, a narrow bar 15 is arranged and
suitably secured permanently thereto. To
the opposite edges of this centrally fixed bar
15, the adjustable leaves or sections 17 are
attached by means of hinges 18. These
leaves 17 are adjusted to vary their lateral
inclination with respect to each other by
means of the blocks 27 which are slidably
mounted upon the surface of the board 9.
To the forward edge of the board 9, the ver-
tically disposed metal plate 19 is secured,
said plate projecting for some distance
above the upper surface of said board and
constituting a stop or rest for the book, as
clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ing. '

Referring now more particularly to Figs.
8 and 4 of the drawing, it will be observed
that the opposed faces of the body board 9
of the book support and the bar 15 which is
fixed thereon, are recessed at their forward
ends, as indicated at 20, and at the inner end
of the recess in the board 9, parallel sockets
91 are provided. The upstanding plate 19
has spaced openings 22 formed therein
which are in registering relation with the
sockets 21. 23 designates the leaf holding
or clamping rods, each of which is of elon-
gated U-shape form and has one of its ends
disposed through one of the openings 22
in the stop plate 19 and extended through the
recesses 20. The extremity of this end of
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the rod 23 is engaged in one of the sockets 21 .

while the corresponding end of the other
clamping rod is engaged in the other of
said sockets.. The angularly disposed arms
on the opposite or outer ends of said rods
project over the upper edge of the stop plate
19 and are normally yieldingly held upon
the edge of said plate by means of coil
springs 24 which are formed in the opposite
end portions of a length of resilient wire,
said ‘spring coils being engaged upon the
ends of the respective clamping rods which
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extend through the recesses 20. These re-
cesses in the opposed faces of the board 9
and the bar 15 provide ample space for the
The ex-
tremity of the wire at one end of each of the
coil springs 24 is securely fixed to the respec-
tive rods 23. :

25 designates a slide block which is mount-
ed upon the upper surface of the base 5 be-

neath the board 9 and is adapted to cobper-
ate with said board in its sliding movement

. to position the same in various inclined
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planes with respect to said base. The mount-
ing and arrangement of these blocks as well
as the blocks 27, may be more fully ascer-
tained from an examination of the prior pat-
ent above referred to, and will not, there-
fore, be-specifically recited in the present
specification, as the same constitutes no
essential part of this invention.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying -draw-
ing, the construction and manner of opera-
tion of the device will be manifest. When
the blocks 25 and 27 are adjusted to elevate
the book to a desired angle and support the
covers thereof in open position, the relative
angular positions of the clamping rods 23
with respect to the plate 19 automatically
change, and the springs 24 cause the free
ends of the rods to exert a clamping pres-
sure upon the opposed pages at the point
where the book is opened. It is immaterial
whether the book be opened adjacent to its
front portion or near the back thereof, as
the ends of the rods will nevertheless be
held in their proper clamping positions on
the book leaves owing to the fact that these
rods are independently movable. This fea-
ture-is of -primary. advantage and particu-
larly when the device is used for holding

. or supporting large heavy dictionaries or

like volumes. It will thus be seen that I

- have produced a very simple, effective and
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reliable leaf clamp or holding device for
book easels or supports, and one which will

. not constitute an obstruction in the use of
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the book. Either of the rods 23 may be
readily lifted at its free end and momen-
tarily disengaged from the book leaf in
order to turn the leaves. I have found the

. particular form or shape of these rods and
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the manufacture of the same as disclosed
in the accompanying drawing, to be a very
practical one, though it is to be understood
that I also contemplate the use of various
other alternative constructions in this re-
gard. The invention is further susceptible
of many modifications in the form, propor-
tion and arrangement of the several struc-
tural details, and I, therefore, reserve the
privilege of adopting all such legitimate
changes as may be fairly embodied within
the spirit and scope of the invention as
claimed. . o

Having thus fully described my inven-
tion, what I desire to claim and secure by
Letters Patent is:—

1. The combination with a book holder
including a support and a rest plate for the
book fixed to the support, of clamping rods
having angular end portions rotatably
mounted in the rest plate, and a single length
of resilient wire having spring coils formed
in each end thereof loosely engaged upon
the respective angular ends of said rods
and fixed at their extremities to the rods,
said spring coils acting independently upon
the rods to yieldingly hold the other ends
thereof in clamping engagement upon the
opposed leaves of an open book arranged
on the support.

2. The combination with a book holder
including a support, of clamping rods pivot-
ally mounted at one of their ends upon the
support, and a resilient wire having spaced
spring coils formed therein encircling the
respective pivotally mounted ends of the
rods and fixed at their extremities to said
rods, said springs acting independently
upon the rods to hold their free outer ends
in clamping engagement upon the opposed
leaves of an open-book arranged on the sup-
port.

3. The combination with a book holder
including a support, said support having
a recess in one edge thereof and spaced
sockets at the inner end of said recess, of
clamping rods rotatably engaged at their
corresponding ends in the respective sockets
and extending through said recess, and
spring coils engaged upon said ends of the

rods within said recess and independently.

acting upon the rods to force the outer free
ends of the same apart and into clamping
engagement with the opposed leaves of an
open book arranged on the support.

4. The combination with a book holder
including a support provided with a recess
in one edge and spaced sockets at the inner
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end of said recess, of clamping rods having -

their corresponding ends extended through
said recess and rotatably engaged in the re-
spective sockets, coil springs engaged upon
the said ends of the rods and independently
acting thereon to force the other ends of
the rods apart and into clamping engage-
ment with the opposed leaves of an open
book arranged on the support, and a bar
fixed to the support over the recess therein
and said bar being recessed to accommodate
said springs.

5. The combination with a book holder
including a support, and a stop plate or rest
for the book fixed to said support, of U-
shaped clamping rods having one of their
ends. rotatably mounted in said stop plate
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and their other ends projecting over the up- .

per edge of said plate, and a resilient wire
baving spaced series of spring coils formed
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therein engaged upon said rotatably mount-
ed ends of the rods and fixed at their ex-
tremities thereto, said springs acting inde-
pendently upon the rods to urge the free
ends of the same apart and into clamping
engagement with the opposed leaves of an
open book arranged on the support.

6. The combination with a book holder
including a support and a stop plate or rest
for the book fixed to said support, U-shaped
clamping rods having one of their ends ro-
tatably mounted in said stop plate and pro-
jecting at their other ends over the upper
edge of said plate, said support being pro-
vided with a recess therein and sockets at
the inner end of the recess to receive the

8

extremities of the first-named ends of the
respective rods, coil springs arranged with-
in said recess and fixed at one of their ends
to the respective rods to independently act
upon said rods and urge the other ends of
the same apart and into clamping engage-
ment with the opposed leaves of a book ar-
ranged upon the support, and a cap mem-
ber fixed upon the support over the recess
therein and housing said springs.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
ISIDORE J. PLAMONDON.
Witnesses:
F. T. Mzmz,
E. H. WmieIne.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.””
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