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This invention relates to a swimming pool cover; and
deals more particularly with a cover that may be rolled
up and removed, leaving the pool clear of any elements
that comprise the cover.

An object of this invention is te provide improved
means for holding a flexible pool-covering sheet in place
and whereby said sheet may be rolled up from one end
of the pool so as to obviate debris -collected upon the
cover falling into the pool water.

Another object of the invention is to provide a swim-
ming pool cover that is characterized by safety in that
the same, while quite light in weight, is yet strong enough
to support substantial weight as that 'of a child or even
an adult.

The invention also has for its objects to prov1de such
means that are positive in operation, convenient in use,
easily installed in a working position and easily : dis-
connected therefrom, economical ‘of manufacture, rela-
tively simple, and of general superiority and service-
ability.

The invention also comprises novel details -of -con-
struction and novel combinations and -arrangements -of
parts, which will more fully appear in the course of the
following description. However, the ‘diawing ‘merely
shows and the following description merely describes one
embodiment of the present invention, which is :given by
way of illustration or example only.

In the drawing, like reference characters 'designate
similar parts in the several views.

Fig. 1 is a top plan view, considerably foreshortened,
of a swimming pool provided with a cover according to
the present invention.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view as taken on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a further enlarged cross-sectional view as
“taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a similarly enlarged sectional view as taken
on line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

‘The swimming pool ‘that is illustrated is generally typi-
cal of rectangular pools, being provided with a cement
or similar frame or curb 5 extending laterally from the
walls 6 of the pool within which the pool water 7 is
stored. ‘The pool shown is without an overflow gutter,
which may be part of the pool, the present invention be-
ing adapted to pools with or without such gutters. Also,
the shape of the pool is not material to the invention
and the same may be oval or irregularly shaped instead
of rectangular.

The pool cover according to the present invention com-
prises, generally, a sheet 8 large enough to span the area
of the pool, means 9 applied along three sides of the pool
for holding said sheet 8 in pool-covering position, and
means 10 along the fourth side for both holding the sheet
in said position and constituting means on which said
sheet is adapted to be rolled up.

The sheet 8 is preferably water impervious and may
be made of one of the rubber or plastic materials of which
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the vinyls are examples. However, in the interest of
improved strength and high resistance to tearing, ‘the
sheet is preferably woven of fhreads and impregnated
or coated with such rubber or plastic material. The
market ‘affords extremely Tight and thin, yet quite strong
fabric materials suitable for the present purposes.

Said sheet, in the present instance, is ‘generally Tec-
‘tangular and is provided with a welted or ‘thickened -end
"edg'e 11 and side edges 12, said ‘three edges being shown
as formed with a loop into which a cord or ‘the like 13
is sewn. The size of said sheet s made to be such
that the same not only spans the area of the pool within
‘curbs 5 but has a genereus overlap 'onto said curbs sub-
stantially as showh.  On its fourth edge, said sheet is
formed to have a loop 14 encircling the means 10 or is
provided with any ‘suitable means for effecting connec-
tion with said mieans 18 and facilitating rolling up of
the :sheet on szid medns.

The means 9 is substantially similar on each of the
thiee sides of the pool o which applied. For any one
of said sides, said means 9 comprises an elongated mem-
ber 15 adapted to be disposed along the curb 5, a set of
clips 16 engaged with longitudinally ‘spaced portions of
said member 15, and releasable means 17 separably con-
necting ‘said clips to the curb 5.

Said means 9 is so disposed with respect to the pool
area that the member 15 thereof resides on the pool side
of the thickened edge welt 11 or 12, as the case may be,
and, when gripped by «clips 16, forms a retainer that
prevents movement of said welt in a direction toward
the pool area. Consequently, the mentioned oveérlap of

' ‘cover sheet with the curb is retained for the three sides
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shown.

The elongated member 15 dis shown as a channel al-
though the same may have an ‘angle cross-section since
the important parts are the horizontal gripping flange 18
and the vertical retaining flange 19.

Each iclip. 16 is shown as a channel €lement having a
horizottal web 20 from which depend flanges 21 and 22.
The former is oveilapped with flange 19 of member 15
's0 s to bear on flange 18 of said member and ‘the latter
is ‘arranged to bear against the top face of pool curb- 5.
Said fatter flange 22 is-shown as wider than flange 21 to

45 have web 20 horizontal, as shown.
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The medns 17 is preferably of the quick-release type
and is here shown as a metal socket member 23 em-
bedded in 'the ‘cement -of ‘curb 5 and provided ‘with a
transverse pin 24, a stud 25 ‘having a ‘bayonet slotted end
26 adapted to be introduced into socket member 23 and

engaged with pin 24, said stud being carried by the web
20 of clip 16 and extending through a hole in ‘said ‘web,
‘and a spring 27 between said web and a head 28 of said

stud. The head 28 is provided with' a wrench socket or
a slot for a tool which is adapted to turn the same. The
spring 27 exerts its force in a direction to withdraw the
stud end 26 from socket member 23, the movement of
said stud being limited by engagement of a flange or
washer 29 on the stud and engaging the under face of
clip web 20.

It will be clear that said stud, by use of a suitable tool,
may be turned to release stud end 26 from pin 24 and
thus enable spring 27 to refract the stud and thus release
the clip 16 from clamping engagement with member 15.
Consequently, said member 15 and as many clips that
press the same into gripping engagement with the mar-
ginal portions of the cover 8, may be removed, leaving
only the embedded socket members 23. Since the latter
are flush, they offer no obstruction on the surface of
curb 5.

In practice, members 15 may be made to a convenient
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handleable length of say eight to twelve feet and two or
more clips 16 used for each such length.

The means 10 is shown as a tube or pipe 30 disposed
in the loop 14 provided in cover sheet 8 and hook-like
portions 31 formed on the ends of members 15 that are
disposed along the longer sides of the pool. Said hook-
like portions 31 are designed to hook over the ends of
tube or pipe 30 substantially as shown and inward of the
welded edges 12.

It will be noted, particularly from Figs. 2 and 4, that
said welted edges encircle the tube 30 and, thus, space
the same from the surface of the curb 5 that surrounds
the pool area. Said means 10 holds the fourth side of
the cover sheet taut since tube 30 is substantially
inflexible.

The elongated members 15 on which hooks 31 are pro-
vided may be initially located with respect to the pool
by a pin and socket arrangement, such as shown in Fig. 4.
By providing the end of each hook 31 with a depending
pin 32 and embedding a socket member 33 in the curb
5 to receive each said pin, assembly of the cover-holding
means 9 and 10 is greatly facilitated.

When putting the cover in place, the tube 30 with
the rolled up sheet 8 thereon is placed at the shorter
end of the pool that has socket members 23 embedded
in the curb thereof. The welt 11 is unrolled and member
15 placed thereon. Now, the clips 16 are applied, fixing
the end of the sheet in place. The sheet is further un-
rolled to allow the side welts 12 to be similarly gripped,
the assembly of parts progressing toward the opposite
end of the pool until, finally, the tube 30 is engaged by
hooks 31. Removal of the cover is accomplished by a
reverge procedure.

As~shown in Fig. 3, the cover 8 need not be tautly
applied, since the same would be quite difficult, but may
have sag therein that is supported by the pool water 7.
Therefore, one person may accomplish installation of the
cover or removal thereof.

While the foregoing has illustrated and described what
is now contemplated.to be the best mode of carrying out
the invention, the construction is, of course, subject to
modification without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention. It is, therefore, not desired to restrict
the invention to the particular form of construction illus-
trated and described, but to cover all modifications that
may fall within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed
and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is:

1. A cover for a swimming pool having a pool-surround-
ing generally flat curb, said cover comprising a thin pli-
able water-impervious rectangular sheet spanning across
the entire pool area and overlapping onto the curb, three
of the edges of said sheet being substantially thickened,
removable means to grip the sheet inward of said three
edges and to clamp the same against the pool curb, and
an inflexible and elongated member connected to the
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fourth edge of the sheet and constituting means on which
said sheet is adapted to be rolled up upon removal of
the mentioned removable means.

2. A swimming pool cover according to claim 1: said
removable means being engaged with the mentioned elon-
gated member and, upon removal, releasing said member
to move in sheet winding direction.

3. Means to clamp the edge of a pool-covering sheet
against the top of the wall surrounding a pool, said sheet
having a thickened edge, an elongated member posi-
tioned on the sheet inward of said thickened edge, and
removable means to create a clamping pressure on the
elongated member and by the latter member on the sheet
immediately adjacent the thickened edge.

4, Means according to claim 3: the removable means
comprising a clip engaged with both the elongated mem-
ber and the top of the pool wall, and quick-release means
connecting said clip to the top of the pool wall.

5. Means according to claim 3: the removable means
comprising a clip engaged with both the elongated mem-
ber and the top of the pool wall, and quick-release
means connecting said clip to the top of the pool wall,
a rotational stud carried by the clip and provided with a
bayonet-slotted end, and a socket member affixed to
the top of the pool wall and receptive of said stud end.

6. Means to cover a swimming pool comprising a sheet
having a thickened edge, an elongated and rigid member
disposed inwardly of and adjacent to the thickened edge,
and removable means to bias said member into clamp-
ing engagement with the sheet, said means comprising
a stud adapted to enter a socket in the pool wall and a
clip mounted on said stud.

7. Means to cover a swimming pool according to claim

-6, in which said stud makes a connection with said socket,
-and in which said clip is U-shaped to span the thickened

edge of the sheet.

8. Means to cover a swimming pool comprising a rec-
tangular sheet having thickened edges on three sides, an
clongated tubular member attached to the fourth side
of said sheet, three elongated rigid members adapted to
hold the sheet adjacent the three thickened edges, two
of said rigid members having hooks adapted to hold said
tubular member, and removable means fo bias said rigid
members into clamping engagement with the sheet, said
means comprising a stud adapted to enter into and con-
nect with a socket in the pool wall and a U-shaped clip
mounted on said stud.
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