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(57) Abréegée/Abstract:

Described Is a shower pan that includes a shower pan piece and a seat piece, either integrally or separately formed and attached
with one another. The seat piece Is formed to overlap a portion of the show pan piece during installation. The shower pan piece
Includes a drain hole designed to fit a drain pipe such that when the drain pipe Is fastened to the shower pan piece, the drain pipe
extends 1/2 to 2. Inches above the bottom of the shower pan piece. Thus, when cement or other adhesive Is floated on the interior
surface of the shower pan, tiles of varying thickness can be installed in such a manner that the top surface of the tiles are flush with
the top portion of the drain pipe. The shower pan piece also has a water dam with a tin as added protection against water migration
outside the shower pan.
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(57) Abstract: Described 1s a shower pan that includes a shower pan piece and a seat piece, either mtegrally or separately formed
and attached with one another. The seat piece 1s formed to overlap a portion of the show pan piece during installation. The shower
pan piece Includes a drain hole designed to fit a drain pipe such that when the drain pipe is fastened to the shower pan piece, the
e\ drain pipe extends 1/2 to 2. inches above the bottom of the shower pan piece. Thus, when cement or other adhesive 1s tloated on the
interior surface ot the shower pan, tiles of varying thickness can be installed in such a manner that the top surface of the tiles are
flush with the top portion of the drain pipe. The shower pan piece also has a water dam with a tin as added protection against water

mig]

ration outside the shower pan.
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|0001] UNDER MUD SHOWER PAN WITH SEAT

(0002] BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
10003 ] (1) Field of Invention
[0004] The present invention relates in general to shower pans and, more specifically,
to a prefabricated under mud shower pan with a seat that allows for tiles of

varying thickness to be installed on the interior surface of the shower pan.

[0005] (2) Description of Related Art

[0006] Most shower pans are either custom-made or have a drain pipe already built
into the shower pan. The problem with these 1s that it 1s difficult to install tiles 1n
the interior surface of the shower pan. This can be due to several problems. First,
some shower pans comprise curvatures that are not designed for placement of tile
on them. Second, other shower pans have a drain pipe pre-installed in the shower
pan so that 1f tiles were placed on the interior surface of the shower pan, they
would not be flush with the drain pipe, making the horizontal floor area of the
shower pan appear awkward. Third, custom-made shower pans with tiles pre-
installed are limited to the tiles available to the manufacturer. Fourth, while it may
be possible to glue tiles onto a shower pan, one cannot control the elevation of the
tiles by floating cement over the surface of the shower pan, including the
waterdam. Home builders or remodelers would not have the flexibility of
installing tiles of their choosing, such as imported tiles, nor control the elevation

of the tiles placed on the shower pan.

[0007] Various types of shower pans ar¢c known. By way of example, U.S. Pat. No.
6,990,695 1ssued to Grayson describes a shower pan for mounting in a shower
stall that includes a single integrally molded base with a drain hole. A sidewall
extends upward from the base and completely surrounds the base. A lateral ledge
extends outward from the sidewall and has an inner edge and an outer edge
defining a surface therebetween for mounting a shower stall door track. An outer
ridge extends upward from the outer edge of the lateral ledge and is in spaced-

apart relation to the door track. Water flowing through cracks between the door
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[0008]

[0009]

track and the shower pan is prevented from escaping the shower pan by the outer
ridge, which allows water to drain under the door track into the shower pan.

However, due to the curvatures in Grayson, it is not possible to install tiles.

Furthermore, Grayson is not designed to be used with a conventional drain pipe.

Another example can be found in U.S. Pat. No. 6,003,169 i1ssued to Davis, Jr.,
which describes a prefabricated, custom-built shower pan with a drain hole for
use in a shower stall. The shower pan comprises an acrylic-based, solid surface
upper layer; a polystyrene foam layer and a planar base layer with raised edges.
The polystyrene foam layer is framed by the base layer and covered by the
acrylic-based, solid surface upper layer. Also provided is a shower pan
comprising an acrylic-based, solid surface upper layer; a base layer comprising a
planar base with raised edges, a system of stringers, and a water dam. The
stringers are substantially straight, horizontal wooden supports which collectively
incline toward the drain hole. They are relatively evenly distributed within and
adhere to the rectangular-shaped base. Each stringer has an incline on its upper
surface, and one end abutting one edge of the base. However, Davis 1s a custom-
built shower pan. It is not a shower pan that allows for a conventional drain pipe
to be inserted in the drain hole such that the drain pipe rises approximately 1/2 to
2 inches above the horizontal surface of the shower pan, allowing for tiles of

various thickness to be installed in a manner that the top of the tiles are flush with

the top portion of the drain pipe.

Another example is U.S. Pat. No. 4,541,132 issued to Long, which describes a
shower pan which forms a base of a shower stall. It has a one piece drain surface
and is capable of being built in various sloping configurations. The shower pan 1s
constructed of a top drain panel supported by graduated shims and perimeter
strips which are in turn mounted on a planar foundation. Perimeter strips and
graduated shims are secured to the foundation, concentrically spaced apart,
surrounding a variably located drain opening. The top drain panel 1s cut to the

same contour and size as the foundation and has a rear member, side members,
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and threshold members to provide lateral water barriers. Kerfed break lines in the
top drain panel permit the panel to bend to form a basin like drain surface. The
top drain panel is positioned and pressed down onto the shims at perimeter strips
forming a drain basin with sloping panel sections defined by the kerfed break
lines. A waterproof material such as hot mop tar is applied to the interior surfaces
of the shower pan. An adhesive is then applied to all exposed surfaces and a
finish covering such as ceramic tile or cultured marble is applied to the shower
pan. The problem with Long is that it is comprised of separate pieces (side
members and rear members) which create potential openings for water to escape,
thereby requiring the need for a hot mop tar for waterproofing. Furthermore, the
drain wipe does not rise up sufficiently high above the shower floor surface to

allow for different tile sizes to be used, and the drain hole may not be suited for

conventional drain pipes.

[00010]  Thus, a continuing need exists for a shower pan with a seat that addresses the

1ssues as presented in the prior art.

[00011] SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[00012]  The present invention relates in general to shower pans. More specifically,

described is a prefabricated shower pan with a seat that is designed for easy
installation of tiles of various thickness, having a drain hole designed to fit a
conventional drain pipe such that the pipe rises anywhere above the shower floor
surface (e.g., anywhere from 1/4 inch to 4 inches, desirably 1/4 to 2 inches) to
accommodate tiles of varying thickness so that the top of the tiles are substantially
flush with the top portion of the drain pipe. The prefabricated shower pan
includes a prefabricated shower pan piece and a prefabricated seat piece, either
integrally formed or separately formed and attached with one another. For
example, the prefabricated seat piece is formed to overlap a portion of the

prefabricated show pan piece during installation.

CA 2970487 2017-08-10



[00013] In another aspect, the prefabricated shower pan piece further comprises: a
horizontal floor area with at least one drain hole, the horizontal floor area being
gradually inclined towards the at least one drain hole; three sidewalls extending
upwardly from a peripheral edge of the horizontal floor area at a near 90 degree

5 angle; and a water dam extending upwardly from the at least one peripheral edge

of the horizontal tfloor area.

[00014] In yet another aspect, the prefabricated seat piece further comprises: a seat
portion surrounded on three sides by seat side walls; and a seat front projecting
10 downward from a front of the seat portion, wherein two of the seat side walls are

formed to straddle the seat tront.

[00015] In another aspect, the water dam has a lower height relative to the three

sidew_alls.

15
[00016] In yet another aspect, the water dam has a top surface slanted toward the

center of the shower pan piece and a fin extending vertically from the outside

edge of the water dam to safeguard against water migration outside the shower

pan piece.

- 20

[00017] Additionally, in another aspect, the at least one drain hole has a circumterence
that allows for a conventional drain pipe to be inserted through it and a depression
around the borders of the drain hole to allow a conventional drain pipe to be
fastened to the horizontal floor area with the use of flanges, such that when the

25 conventional drain pipe is fastened to the horizontal floor area, the conventional
drain pipe extends above the horizontal floor area, and wherein there are no

openings in the shower pan piece for water to escape, other than the drain.

[00018] In another aspect, a drain is included that both rises up from and projects

30 down from the horizontal floor area, with the at least one drain hole formed

within the drain.
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[00019] Finally, as can be appreciated by one in the art, the present invention also

comprises a method for forming and using the invention described herein.

[00020]  Although particular embodiments of the present invention have been
5 described in the fore going description, it is to be understood that the present

invention is not to be limited to just the embodiments disclosed, but that they are

capable of numerous rearrangements, modifications and substitutions without

departing from the description herein.

10 [00021] BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[00022] The objects, features and advantages of the present invention will be apparent

from the following detailed descriptions of the various aspects of the invention in

conjunction with reference to the following drawings, where:

15  [00023] FIG. 1 is a perspective-view illustration of a one-piece prefabricated shower

pan with a seat according to the principles of the present invention, depicting an

aspect where the seat 1s to the left of an entrance;

[00024] FIG. 2 is a perspective-view illustration of the one-piece prefabricated shower

20 pan with a seat according to the principles of the present invention, depicting an

aspect where the seat is to the right of the entrance;

[00025] FIG. 3 is a sectional-view illustration of the present invention taken generally
along the lines A-A of FIG. 2;

25
[00026] FIG. 4 is a cut-away view of the present invention, illustrating a conventional
drain pipe fastened to the surface of the horizontal floor area of the shower pan,;
[00027] FIG. 5 is a cut-away view of the present invention, illustrating a drain as being
30 integrally formed with the shower pan;
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[00028] FIG. 6 is a perspective-view illustration of the one-piece prefabricated shower
pan with a seat as shown in FIG. 5, depicting an aspect where the seat is to the left

of the entrance;

5 [00029] FIG. 7 is a perspective-view illustration of the one-piece prefabricated shower
pan with a seat as shown in FIG. 5, depicting an aspect where the seat 1s to the leit

of the entrance;

[00030] FIG. 8 is a perspective-view illustration of an aspect where the prefabricated
10 shower pan with a seat is prefabricated as more than one piece (multi-piece)
according to the principles of the present invention, depicting an aspect where the

seat 15 to the right of the entrance;

[00031] FIG. 9 is a perspective-view illustration depicting the multi-piece

15 prefabricated shower pan with a seat as installed in a bathroom; and

[00032] FIG. 10 1s a cut-away view of the present invention, illustrating a drain as

being integrally tormed with the shower pan.

20 [00033] DETAILED DESCRIPTION
[00034] The present invention relates in general to shower pans and, more specifically,

to a prefabricated under mud shower pan with a seat that allows for tiles of
varying thickness to be installed on the interior surface of the shower pan, and for
added protection against water migration. The following description 1s presented

25 to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to make and use the 1nvention and to
incorporate it in the context of particular applications. Various modifications, as
well as a variety of uses in different applications will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and the general principles defined herein may be applied to a
wide range of embodiments. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be

30 limited to the embodiments presented, but is to be accorded the widest scope

consistent with the principles and novel features disclosed herein.
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[00035] In the following detailed description, numerous specific details are set forth in
order to provide a more thorough understanding of the present invention.

However, it will be apparent to one skilled in the art that the present invention
may be practiced without necessarily being limited to these specific details. In
other instances, well-known structures and devices are shown in block diagram

form, rather than in detail, in order to avoid obscuring the present invention.

[00036]  All the features disclosed in this specification, (including any accompanying
claims, abstract, and drawings) may be replaced by alternative features serving
the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly stated otherwise. Thus,
unless expressly stated otherwise, each feature disclosed is only one example of a

generic series of equivalent or similar features.

[00037] Please note, if used, the labels left, right, front, back, top, bottom, forward,
reverse, clockwise and counter clockwise have been used for convenience
purposes only and are not intended to imply any particular fixed direction.
Instead, they are used to reflect relative locations and/or directions between

various portions of an object.

|00038] (1) Description

[00039] As noted above and as illustrated in FIG. 1, described is a prefabricated under
mud shower pan 10 with a seat 11 that allows for tiles of varying thickness to be
installed on the interior surface of the shower pan. The shower pan 10 is designed
for tiling and with additional protection against water migration outside the
shower pan 10. Also included in the prefabricated shower pan 10 1s a seat 11
form that allows the entire shower pan 10 (with its seat 11) to be installed at a site
with mud and tile thereafter being applied. For illustrative purposes, the shower

pan 10 1s illustrated as installed at the site between studs 13 and adjacent a
bathtub 14.

CA 2970487 2018-02-16



[00040] Referring to FIG. 1, the prefabricated shower pan 10 comprises a pair of
opposing sidewalls 26 extending upwardly from a peripheral edge 28 of a

horizontal floor area 20 and a third sidewall 30 extending upwardly from the
peripheral edge 28 of the horizontal floor area 20 so that the side walls and the
5 horizontal floor area form a near 90 degree angle. The angle is a near 90 degree

angle because the horizontal floor area is inclined toward the center portion of the
shower pan so that, depending on the extent of the incline, the angle formed by
the meeting of the sidewalls and the horizontal floor area can be 90 degrees or
more. Thus, although the horizontal floor area 20 is not entirely horizontal as 1t 1s

10 desirably sloped or inclined slightly toward the center portion of the floor area 20.
The slope or incline is any suitable or desired slope as understood by those skilled

in the art, non-limiting examples of which include being between 1 degrees and

30 degrees off of horizontal.

15 [00041] The third sidewall 30 is in contact with a back end 32 of the pair of opposing
sidewalls 26. The pair of opposing sidewalls 26 and the third sidewall 30 are

arranged to form any desired shape therebetween, non-limiting examples of which

include a rectangular shape and a square shape.

20 [00042]1 Still referring to FIG. 1, the horizontal floor area 20 has at least one drain hole
22 positioned substantially on a center portion (or at any suitable or desired
portion). The circumference of the drain hole 22 1s wide enough for a
conventional drain pipe to be inserted through it and a depression (shown in FIG.
3 as 45) borders the drain hole 22 so that a conventional drain pipe can be

25 fastened to the horizontal floor area 20 with flanges.

(00043] Notably, one of the side walls (either one of the opposing side walls 26 or the
third side wall 30) rises to a vertical edge 15, with the seat 11 extending laterally
from the vertical edge 15. It should be noted that the seat 11 can be formed to

30 extend laterally from any of the side walls. However, desirably and in one aspect,
the seat 11 extends laterally from one of the opposing side walls 26. In this

aspect, the third sidewall 30 is in contact with a back end of the pair of opposing

CA 2970487 2018-02-16



sidewalls 26 and the seat 11 extending laterally. In one aspect, the third sidewall
30 1s sufficiently long such that it extends at least along the entire length of the
seat 11. Further, the seat 11 1s formed at an incline slightly with respect to the side

wall 26 and its vertical 15, such that water will drain down the seat and toward the
5 drain hole 22.

[00044] It should be noted that the under mud shower pan 10 with its seat 11 can be
formed in a variety of configurations according to the principles of the present
invention. For example, FIG. 1 illustrates an aspect in which a water dam 34 1s

10 formed at a front side or entrance to the shower pan 10.

[00045] In a desired aspect, the water dam 34, pair of opposing sidewalls 26 and third
sidewall 30, seat 11, and other componets of the shower pan 10 described herein,
are all seamlessly connected with one another to provide a water proot barrier and

15 a one-piece prefabricated component. Thus, in one aspect, the components
described herein are prefabricated of any suitable material, non-limiting examples

of which include fiberglass and plastic.

100046] In the aspect depicted in FIG. 1, the seat 11 1s formed to the left of the water
20 dam 34 and floor area 20. Alternatively and as shown in FIG. 2, the shower pan
10 can be formed such that the seat 11 is to the right of the water dam 34
(entrance) and floor area 20. In yet another aspect (not depicted), the shower pan
10 can be formed such that the seat 11 extends off of the sidewall 30 that opposes
the water dam 34 such that 1t 1s neither left or right, but in front of the user as the
25 user enters the shower. Thus and as can be appreciated by those skilled in the art,

the seat 11 can be formed to extend laterally off of any of the sidewallis as desired.

[00047]  For turther understanding, FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of an aspect

generally taken along the lines A-A of FI1G. 2. FIG. 4 1s a cut-away view of the
30 present invention, illustrating a conventional drain pipe 44 fastened to the surface

of the horizontal floor area 20 of the shower pan 10.

CA 2970487 2018-02-16



[00048] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, when a conventional drain pipe 44 1s inserted
through the drain hole (shown as element 22 in FIG. 1) and fastened to the shower
pan (using flanges 38 and weep holes), at least 1/2 to 2 inches of the pipe extends
above the interior surface of the horizontal floor area. In this way, an adhesive 40

S (e.g., cement, mortar, thin-set, etc.) can be floated on the interior surface of the
horizontal floor area and tiles 41 of varyihg thickness can be placed on top of the
adhesive 40 such that the top surface of the tiles 41 are even with the top portion
of the conventional drain pipe 44. Allowing for a drain pipe to extend beyond the
interior surface of the horizontal floor area by 1/2 to 2 inches allows for tiles 41 of

10 varying thickness to be placed on the horizontal floor area. The more thin a tile
41 18, the more adhesive 40 will be required so that the top surface of the tile 41
will be even with the top of the conventional drain pipe 44, and the more thick a
tile 41 1s, the less adhesive 40 would be used to make the top of the tile
substantially flush with the top portion of the conventional drain pipe 44. Since

15 the horizontal floor area 20 is inclined toward the center portion of the shower pan
10, 1t 1s more important that the tiles 41 bordering the drain hole are substantially
tlush with the top portion of the conventional drain pipe 44. The adhesive 40 is

also placed over the waterdam 34, sidewalls 26 and 30, and seat 11, all of which

can also have tile 41 applied thereto.
20

[00049]  In FIG. 3, the broken lines simulate the placement of tile 41 on cement or
other adhesive 40 so that the top of the tiles 41 are flush with the top of the
conventional drain pipe 44. In a desired aspect, the horizontal floor area 20 of the
prefabricated shower pan 10 has a sand finished surface (not shown) to provide

25 good bonding with the adhesive 40 for placing shower tiles 41.

[00050]  FIG. 3 provides an illustration depicting tile being placed over a walling
system 46 used in conjunction with the shower pan 10, wherein the walling
system 46 1s inserted in the inside of at least one sidewall of the shower pan and

30 wrapped 1n butyl tape 48 (or any other suitable adhesive and barrier material) to

10
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ensure a strong bond and create a water proof barrier to prevent water migration

up the wall system 46. The wall system can be a foam-based backer board.

[00051] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the horizontal floor area 20 is gradually inclined
5 towards the drain hole 22.

[00052]  With reference to FIGS. 1 through 4, the prefabricated shower pan 10 turther

includes a waterdam 34 extending upwardly from the at least one peripheral edge
28 of the horizontal floor area 20. The waterdam 34 has a lower height relative to

10 the pair of opposing sidewalls 26 and the third sidewall 30. In one aspect, the
waterdam 34 1s in contact with a front end 36 of the pair of opposing sidewalls 26.
The top surface of the waterdam 34 1s sloped inward toward the center portion of
the shower pan 10. In addition, the waterdam 34 has a fin 35 extending vertically
on its outside edge to provide additional protection against water migration

15 outside the shower pan in the event water penetrates the overlaid tile and cement.
Notably, the seat 11 also includes such a fin 35 that extends vertically on its

outside edges. In this way, migrating water will fall back into the shower pan 10.

|00053]  In another aspect, troughs 50 jut outwardly from the drain hole 22 to facilitate

20 the exit of water down the drain hole 22.

|00054]  Another aspect is depicted in FIG. 5, which illustrates the under mud shower

pan 10 with its seat 11. Although similar to the aspects as illustrated in FIGs. 1
through 4, the shower pan 10 shown in FIG. 5 shows a drain 60 that is formed as

25 part of the pan 10 and made of the same material as the pan 10. As a non-limiting
example, the drain 60 1s integrally molded or formed with the pan 10 as a single
piece. The drain 60 can be formed in any desired shape or dimension. As a non-
limiting example, the drain 60 can be formed to look like and be shaped similar to
that ot a conventional cast iron drain and/or plastic drain. For example, the drain

30 60 can be formed to rise from the pan 10 floor from between approximately two
to three inches, and project down from the pan 10 floor between approximately

two to three inches (or any other suitable dimensions as desired and/or needed),

11
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with the actual drain hole 22 within the drain 60. Weep holes 62 can be formed
through the drain 60 to allow any errant fluid to drain from the pan 10 into the
drain hole 22. The drain 60 can also be formed to accommodate a drain cover

SCICCIL.

|00055] An advantage to the aspect as illustrated in FIG. 5 is that the integrally molded
or formed drain 60 can be used in place of a conventional drain, thereby
decreasing the likelihood of leakage points. In this aspect, the pan 10 1s fastened

to a drain pipe that is glued or otherwise adhered to the bottom portion of the pan.

10
[00056]  For turther understanding, FIG. 6 1s a perspective-view illustration of the one-

piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as shown in FIG. 5, depicting an aspect
where the seat 1s to the left of the entrance. FIG. 7 is a perspective-view
illustration of the shower pan as shown in FIG. 5, depicting an aspect where the

15 seat 18 to the left of the entrance. Thus, as can be appreciated, the invention 1s not

limited to any specific configuration.

|00057] It should also be noted that although the invention is described above as being
a one-piece pretabricated show pan, the invention is not intended to be limited
20 thercto as all the features described above can also be incorporated into a multi-
piece design. An advantage of a multi-piece design is that the individual
components are smaller (than the one-piece) which allows for easier manipulation

and installation of the shower pan. For example, FIGs. 8 through 10 illustrate a
multi-piece aspect that includes a prefabricated shower pan piece 80 and an

25 overlapping pretabricated seat piece 82. The multiple pieces are installed in a
bathroom or other suitable location prior to the cement board, Butyl gasket, mud

and tile, or other applicable components.

[00058]  As was the case above, the shower pan piece 80 includes a horizontal floor
30 area with at least one drain hole, with the horizontal floor area being gradually
inclined towards the at least one drain hole. The sidewalls 81 extend upwardly

from a peripheral edge of the horizontal floor area at a near 90 degree angle. Also

12

CA 2970487 2018-02-16



as was the case above, a water dam 34 extends upwardly from a peripheral edge
of the horizontal floor area. The three sidewalls 81 are of any suitable size or
height. As a non-limiting example, the three sidewalls 81 forms walls that are
approximately ten inches high. The threshold formed by the waterdam 34 can be
5 hollow or supported with inner ribs or any other suitable supporting mechanism or

device. Notably, the two-piece overlapping installation can be molded for both

right and left (or front entry) installations.

10 [00059] For further understanding, FIG. 9 depicts the multi-piece prefabricated shower
pan with a se¢at as installed in a bathroom. The seat piece 82 includes a seat
portion 90 surrounded on three sides by seat side walls 92. A seat front 94
projects down from a front of the seat portion 90. Two of the seat side walls 92
that oppose each other continue to follow and straddle the seat front 94. Notably

15 and as shown during installation, the prefabricated seat piece 82 overlaps the
shower pan piece 80 so that the seat front 94 covers a portion of one of the side
walls 81. Further, the two seat side walls 92 that straddle the seat front 94 reside
between one of the walls 81 A of the shower pan piece 80 and a front flange 95.
The front flange 95 rises from the water dam 34 and is connected with one of the

20 side walls 81. Thus, when installed, water in the seat piece 82 can only drain

from the seat piece 82 into the shower pan piece 80.

100060]  Further and as was the case above, the drain 60 can be separately formed or,

as shown in FIG. 10, integrally formed (molded) as part of the shower pan piece
25 80.

100061]  All features disclosed in this specification, including any accompanying
claims, abstract, and drawings, may be replaced or interchanged with one another

by alternative features serving the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless
30 expressly stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated otherwise, each feature

disclosed is one example only of a generic series of equivalent or similar features.

13
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[00062]  Although preferred embodiments of the present invention have been shown
and described, various modifications and substitutions may be made thereto
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, 1t is to

be understood that the present invention has been described by way of illustration

and not limitation.

14
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CLAIMS
1. A multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat, comprising:

a prefabricated shower pan piece, the prefabricated shower pan piece having a
horizontal floor area with at least one drain hole, the horizontal floor area having a top
surface and a bottom surface, the top surface being gradually inclined towards the at
least one drain hole;

a drain that 1s integrally formed with the horizontal floor area and that includes
surrounding walls that both rise up from the top surface and project down from the
bottom surface, with the at least one drain hole formed within the drain and
surrounded by the surrounding walls; and

a prefabricated seat piece, the prefabricated seat piece formed to overlap a

portion of the prefabricated show pan piece during installation.

2. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 1, wherein
prefabricated shower pan piece further comprises:

three sidewalls extending upwardly from a peripheral edge of the horizontal

floor area at a near 90 degree angle; and

a water dam extending upwardly from the at least one peripheral edge of the

horizontal tloor area.

3. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 2, wherein
the prefabricated seat piece further comprises:
a seat portion surrounded on three sides by seat side walls; and

a seat front projecting downward from a front of the seat portion, wherein two

of the seat side walls are formed to straddle the seat front.

4. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 3, wherein

the water dam has a lower height relative to the three sidewalls.

15
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5. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 4, wherein
the water dam has a top surface slanted toward the center of the shower pan piece and
a fin extending vertically from the outside edge of the water dam to safeguard against

water migration outside the shower pan piece.

6. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 2, wherein
the water dam has a top surface slanted toward the center of the shower pan and a {in

extending vertically from the outside edge of the water dam to safeguard against water

migration outside the shower pan.

7. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 2, wherein
the at least one drain hole has a circumference that allows for a conventional drain
pipe to be inserted through it and a depression around the borders of the drain hole to
allow a conventional drain pipe to be fastened to the horizontal floor area with the use
of flanges, such that when the conventional drain pipe is fastened to the horizontal
floor area, the conventional drain pipe extends above the horizontal floor area, and

wherein there are no openings in the shower pan for water to escape, other than the

drain.

8. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat of claim 1, wherein the
horizontal floor area includes a top side, and further comprising a plurality of distinct

troughs formed in the top side of horizontal floor area that jut outwardly trom the at
least one drain hole to facilitate the exit of water down the drain hole.
9. The multi-piece prefabricated shower pan with a seat as set forth in Claim 1, wherein

the drain rises from the top surface of the horizontal floor area from between two to

three inches and projects down from the bottom surface between two to three inches.

16
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