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Claims Nos.: 21,22,49,50,54,56,57

The above mentioned claims contain undefined and obscure subject-mattér :
and does not comply with the Rule 6.2(a) PCT.
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Chapter I1 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-20,24,26-48,51,55,60,61

Oxide dispersion strengthened Ni-Cr-Fe alloy, containing Hf
as fine oxide particies, at least one carbide forming
element other than Cr, Nb, Ti, W, Ta and Zr, having improved
creep resistance, carburisation resistance at high
temperatures; method of alloy production

The subject-matter of group 1 concerns the problem of
jmprovement of carburisation and creep resistance at high
temperature of Ni-Cr-Fe alloys, which is solved by having
fine Hf oxide particles, hence the presence of Hf oxide
particles is considered to be the special technical feature.

2. claims: 23, 52, 53

Ni-Cr-Fe alloy comprising up to 5%Hf-containing particles.
It is known to have a Ni-Cr-Fe alloy containing up to 5%
hafnium carbide particles (see Partial International Search
Report, D2, col. 1, 1ine 45-56; col. 2, 1. 14-17). Since
these claims do not define alloys containing Hf oxide
particles, the special technical feature is absent from
these claims. )

3. claims: 25, 58, 59

Ni-Cr-Fe alloy comprinsing up to 15%A1 and up to
5%Hf-containing particles.

As mentioned above, it is known to have a Ni-Cr-Fe alloy
containing up to 5%Hf and its hafnium particles being
carbides (see Partial International Search Report D2, col.
1, Tine 45-56; col. 2, line 14-~17).

The subject-matter of these claims is distinguished by the
presence of up to 15%A1 in the alloy. The technical effect
of Al in the alloy js different to the one of Hf oxide, such
that there is no common special technical feature.
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