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The present invention relates in general to
a fastening device and more particularly has
reference to an attachment for a tread mem-
ber.

An object of this invention is to provide a
fastening device in which a wedge fit over
an extended surface may be obtained. ,

Another object is to provide-a fastening
device which may be applied without modify-

10 ing existing constructlons.
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A further object is to provide a fastening
device for a detachable tread for shoe heels.
The invention consists in general of a plate

carried by a base, having a tread member to -
bl o)

be attached thereto, the plate being provided
with elongated slots for the reception of over-
lying lugs carried by the detachable tread
member, to enter the slots and engage with
said ends thereof, and retain the tread mem-

20 ber in position, with means to prevent slid-
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ing movement of the tread member, and to
prevent detachment thereof.

The invention consists further in providing
the faces of the plates which engage with the
base with elongated grooves adjacent one end
of the slots, the bottoms of the grooves being
inclined and adapted to be engaged by over-
lying tongues to effect a wedging action be-
tween the tread meimber and the base.

With these and other objects in view, which
may be incident to my improvements, the in-
vention consists in the parts and combina-
tions to be hereinafter set forth and claimed,
with the understanding that the several neces-
sary elements comprising my invention may
be varied in construction, proportions and
arrangement without departing from the
spirit and scope of the appended claims.

Tn order to make my invention more clearly
uanderstood, I have shown, in the accompany-
ing drawingss, means for carrying the same
into practical effect without limiting the im-
provements in their useful applications to the
particular constructions which, for the pur-
pose of explanation, have been made the sub-
ject of illustration.

In the drawings:

Tigure 11is a vertical sectional view through
a base, showing a detachable tread member
in section.

Tigure 2 is a bottom plan view of Figure 1.
Tigure 8 is a detailed perspective view of
the metal plate 5, showing one face thereof.
Tigure 4 is a detailed perspective view of

the metal plate showing the opposite face ;

thereof. =~ )

Tigure 5 is a detailed perspective view of
the tread member or cushion 1. .

Figure 6 is‘a detailed perspective view of
the lower portion of the base showing the
metal plate 5 fastened thereto.

Figure 7 is a detailed perspective view of
the tread member.

Referring to. the drawings, 1 identifies a
tread member, such as on a shoe heel, made of
any .suitable material such as leather or rub-
ber, and 3 the heel. Fastened to the.base
8 is a thin metal plate 5, the fastening means
for the plate being either screws or small
nails denoted by the numeral 7. These fas-
tening screws or nails are driven through
the plate and into the bottom of the heel, so

that when the detachable tread member to

be: hereinafter more fully described is re-
moved, the plate remains attached to the heel.

The plate 5is provided with an elongated
slot 8. “While only one slot 8 is shown formed
in the base plate, any desirable number may
be employed, such as, for example, is shown
in Figure 6. One end of the:slot 8 in the
base plate is provided with -elongated
grooves 10, the bottoms of which are inclined
or beveled as shown at 11: -

The detachable tread member 1 is provided
with overlying tongues 12 which. retained
thereby are adapted to be fitted in the slots 8.
The tongues 12 are formed with separable
prongs 12¢ which when driven.in the tread
member, are adapted to spread in opposite
diréctions and thus embedded insure a firm
fixture of the tongues on the tread.

The overlying parts of the tongues are
tapered, so as to cooperate with the inclined
bottoms of the grooves at the ends of the slots,
to effect a wedging therewith and fix the
detachable member toward and in close con-
tact with the plate.

In order to prevent sliding movement of
the detachable tread member with respect to
the plate, a screw 14 is extended through the
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tread member and is threaded into the plate.
When the screw is in position as shown in
Figure 1, it prevents longitudinal movement
of the detachable tread member. It is obvi-
s ousthat by removing the screw the detachable
tread member may be moved longitudinally
and removed by withdrawing the tongne from -
the aperture 8.
The invention having been set forth, what
10 Is claimed is:

1. The combination with-a supporting base
having a bottom portion, of a metal plate
fastened to the bottom portion, said plate
having an elongated slot, one end of the slot

15 adjacent the face of the plate next to the
bottom portion of the base having an elon-
gated groove, the bottom of the groove being
inclined to form a tapering space between it
and the top of the plate, a detachable tread

90 member having a lug provided with an over-
lying tongue having its underlying face
tapered, said lug passing through the slot
and engaging within the groove and effect-
ing a wedging action with the inclined bottom

25 thereof, the groove being sufficiently deep
enough to prevent the tongue from engaging
with the bottom portion of the base, and
means passing through the tread member and
detachably connected with the plate to main-

30 tain the member in position.

2. A fastening device comprising a receiv-
ing member, an inclined groove within said
recelving member forming a tapering space
between the bottom of the groove and the

35 top of the receiving member, a detachable
tread member, a tongue retained on said de-
tachable member with its underlying face
tapered for engaging the space between the
bottom of the groove and the top of the re-

40 celving member to effect a wedge fit over an
extended surface. ' ‘

3. A fastening device comprising a receiv-
ing member, inclined grooves within said re-
celving member forming tapering spaces be-

45 tween the bottoms of the grooves and the top
of the receiving member, a detachable tread
member, tongues retained on said detachable
tread member with their underlying faces
tapered for engaging the space between the

50 bottom of the grooves and the top of the re-
ceiving member to effect wedge fits over ex-
tending surfaces, said retaining tongues be-
ing adapted to fit flush with the top of the re-
ceiving member and means to prevent move-

55 ment of the tongues with respect to the
grooves.

In testimony whereof he affixes his signa-

ture.
0 BENJAMIN RUBIN.
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