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Thi s Internati onal Searchi ng Authori t y found mul t i pl e (groups of)
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1. cl aims : 1-10

A medi cal devi ce, compri si ng:
a t i ssue anchor havi ng a f i rst porti on and a second porti on ,
the t i ssue anchor bei ng confi gured t o be pl aced wi thi n
bodi l y t i ssue of a pati ent,
the f i rst porti on of the t i ssue anchor i ncl udes an extensi on
member confi gured t o engage the bodi l y t i ssue t o hel p retai n
the t i ssue anchor wi thi n the bodi l y t i ssue, the f i rst
porti on havi ng an i nner surface and defi ni ng a cavi ty,
the second porti on of the t i ssue anchor havi ng a hel i cal
r i dge, the hel i cal r i dge bei ng confi gured t o engage the
i nner surface of the f i rst porti on of the t i ssue anchor t o
movably coupl e the second porti on of the t i ssue anchor t o
the f i rst porti on of the t i ssue anchor.

2 . cl aims : 11-16

A medi cal devi ce compri si ng:
an el ongate member havi ng a proximal end porti on and a
di stal end porti on , the el ongate member defi ni ng a cavi ty;
a shaft member at l east parti al l y di sposed wi thi n the cavi t y
of the el ongate member, the shaft member bei ng confi gured t o
rotate wi t h respect t o the el ongate member; and
an actuator operati vely coupl ed t o the shaft member and
confi gured t o cause the shaft member t o rotate wi t h respect
t o the el ongate member.
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Conti nuati on of Box I I .

Cl aims Nos . : 17-20

Cl aims 17-20 di scl ose a method of treatment by surgery practi sed on the
human body contrary t o Rul e 39 . 1( ) PCT.

Cl aims 17-20 pertai n t o a
method for pl aci ng a medi cal devi ce wi thi n a body of a pati ent compri si ng
the step of i nserti ng a t i ssue anchor i nto the body of a pati ent
obvi ously formi ng part of a surgi cal procedure. The Authori t y i s
therefore not requi red t o carry out i nternati onal search prel imi nary
exami nati on .

The appl i cant ' s attenti on i s drawn t o the fact that cl aims rel ati ng t o
i nventi ons i n respect of whi ch no i nternati onal search report has been
establ i shed need not be the subject of an i nternati onal prel imi nary
exami nati on (Rul e 66. 1(e) PCT) . The appl i cant i s advi sed that the EP0
pol i cy when acti ng as an Internati onal Prel imi nary Exami ni ng Authori t y i s
normal l y not t o carry out a prel imi nary exami nati on on matter whi ch has
not been searched. Thi s i s the case i rrespecti ve of whether or not the
cl aims are amended fol l owi ng recei pt of the search report or duri ng any
Chapter I I procedure. I f the appl i cati on proceeds i nto the regi onal phase
before the EP0, the appl i cant i s remi nded that a search may be carri ed
out duri ng exami nati on before the EP0 (see EP0 Gui del i nes C-IV, 7.2) ,
shoul d the probl ems whi ch l ed t o the Arti c l e 17 (2) decl arati on be
overcome.
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