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This invention relates to a thimble and in par-
ticular to a thimble provided with a permanent
magnet. This magnet is surrounded by the walls
of the thimble, as more fully described in the co-
pending patent application Ser. No. 100,853, filed
June 23, 1949 by Charles Zentner, now aban-
doned.

The thimble according to this invention com-
prises a commercial thimble carrying at its closed
or top end a cup-shaped member of non-mag-
netic material, thus forming a closed chamber for
the reception of magnetic material.

It is one object of the present invention to sim-
plify and reduce the cost of manufacture of a
magnetic thimble by using a commercially avail-
able thimble and adding a cheap additional cup-
shaped cap. Insertion of a magnet into a com-
mercial thimble would considerably shorten the
space for the finger of the wearer, thereby caus-
ing disproportioning of the dimensions of the
thimble.

Further objects and advantages of this inven-
tion will become apparent from the following de-
scription in connection with the associated draw-
ings in which:

Fig. 1 is a top view, partly in section, of a
thimble according to this invention;

Fig. 2 is a front view, partly in section, of a
thimble according to this invention; and

Pig. 3 is a top view, partly in section, of a
thimble according to this invention.

Referring to the figures, the body | of the .

thimble consists of a thimble of any commercial-
1y available type and may be made of any suitable
material. A permanent magnet 2 is placed in-
side a tip or cap 3, shaped as a cup, and forming
the continuation of the body ! of the thimble.
The cap 3 may be affixed to the body | in any
manner, for instance by cementing.

The magnet 2 may be loose in the chamber be-
tween the body | and the cap 3 or may be ce-
mented or otherwise affixed to the chamber walls.
It may consist of one magnetic piece, shaped as a
slab, as shown in PFigs. 1-and 2, or of a plurality
of small magnetic irregularly shaped pieces, as
shown in Pig. 3; alternatively magnetic powder
may be used.

The cap or tip 3 preferably has the same sur-
face roughening as is found in conventional
thimbles for the needle to take hold; its wall
thickness may be the same as that of the thimble
body . The rim of the cap is firmly attached to

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

2

the top of the thimble body at 5. This rim may
be slanted to snugly fit the outer edge of the
thimble top so that a continuous outer surface is
formed where the tip 8 joins the body { of the
thimble.

The manufacture of a thimble according to this
invention starts with a thimble made of metal,
plastic, or any other suitable material. It is one
of the advantages of this invention that magnetic
material, such as iron, steel or nickel, can be used
for the body | of the thimble. The cap or tip 8
is preferably made of plastic and may be molded.
It is then filled with a permanent magnet 2, such
as Alnico, and securely attached to the body {.

Altheough particular embodiments of this in-
vention have bezen shown and described in detail,
it is desired that the appended claim be con-
strued as broadly as its terminology permits.

What I claim is: .

1. In combination a thimble of conventional
shape and size, a cup-shaped cap having a sur-
face roughened like the surface of a thimble, said
thimble having a side wall and a bottom wall,
said side wall and said bottom wall forming a
hollow body cpen at one end, said cup-shaped cap
being attached to said thimble at its closed end to
form a chamber between the bottom wall and
said cup-shaped cap, and magnetic material in
said chamber and substantially filling said
chamber.

2. In combination a thimble of conventional
shape and size, a cup-shaped cap having a sur-
face roughened like the surface of a thimble, said
thimble forming a hollow body open at one end
and closed at the other end, said cap being at-
tached to said closed end to form a chamber be~
tween said closed end and said cap, and magnetic
material loosely positioned in said chamber.
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