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7 Claims.

This invention relates to articles of furniture
capable of being changed or converted into differ-~
ent shapes whereby unlike purposes may be
served, and has particular reference to a trunk,

5 capable of use as a table or desk and dresser, or
other article of furniture,

An object of the invention is to provide an
article of this type, for the use of travellers,
transients, students, and even permanentiy locat-

10 ed persons, that is capable of being converted
for different purposes in each of which it fulfills
its functions as completely as would an independ-
ent, separate structure.

A further feature is in the provision of struc-

15 ture that can be readily converted without either
adding to or taking away any of its parts, re-
moval or change in the disposition of the articles
which may be contained in its several compart-
ments, and which requires the use of no tools or

24 appliances in changing from one form to another.

Another purpose is to produce a device that
is easy tc manipulate, posses requisite strength
and rigidity in any of its several forms, and which
is of neat and attractive appearance.

25  These and other allied objects, which will ap~-
: pear as the description progresses, are accom-
plished by the novel and practical construction,
combination and arrangement of parts herein-
after described and illustrated in the accompany-

50 ing drawings, constituting a material component
of this disclosure, and in which:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodi-
ment of the invention with the parts disposed to
congtitute a trunk.

33  Figure 2 is a similar view illustrating the man-
ner of unfolding to form other objects.

Bigure 3 is a perspective view of the device
arranged as a dresser.

Figure 4 is a like view of a modification of the

40 device shown in Figures 1 and 2, parmally dis-
posed as a desk.

Pigure 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1but showing
a- modification in construction.

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing the parts

43 prior to closing.

Figure 7 is a similar view indicating the device
as unfolded and presenting a seat and desk.

Stated in general terms, the structure may bé
converted into a trunk, in which no covers or

50 artificial means are necessary to make it appear
as such, when closed into a rectangular forim, and
when opened or unfolded becomes converted into
a desk, dresser or the like, without taking its ele~
ments apart or supplying any loose parts.

55 The main elements are so connected as to per-

(CL. 180—5)

mit of being folded inside out, presenting appro-
priate surfaces, as veneered wood, canvas, in-
durated fiber, leather, etc., ete., in each of its
several forms.

Referring now more in detail to the drawmgs, Co
the structure will be seen to comprise an integral
rigid back plate 10 connected by longitudinally
extending hinges 11—12 at its side edges with
the corners of independent containers generally
designated as 14—15, in such wanner that their
rear end walls 16—17 may be swung flat against
the plate 10, as in Fig. 1, in which their side
walls 18 and 19 adjacent the hinges, may be
folded to extend in an opposite direction, as in .
Figs. 2, 3 and 4, in which positioni their reatr end 7
walls are slightly in advance of the plane of the
plate 10 and spaced apart the full width of the
plate.

The opposite side walls 20—21 of these con- .
tainers are connected with the walls 18—19, by 75
bettoms 22—23 and have tops 24—25, the latter
being preferably connected by a hmge 25’ to the
wall 21, as best seen in Fig. 4, provision being
made to retain the top when in a raised posmon .

“The open fronfs of these containers are pro- 85
vided with closures 26—27 which extend irom
the bottoms part way only to the tops and are
connected by hinges 28—28 10 the sides 18 and 19.

A cover, generally designated by the numeral
30, of hollow box-liké construction is attached 85
by a longitudinal hinge 31 to the uppér edge of
the back plate 10 in a manner to overlie and
rest upon the tops of the containers, when folded
together, as in Fig. 1, or enfer between them
as shown in Figs. 3 and 4 when the containers gg
are in spaced apart relation.

A folding front plate or apron 32 is attached
by hinges 33 to the front, uppér edge of the
cover 30 to extend, when in one position, down-
wardly over the uncovered portions of the front ¢s
of the containers 14 and 15 and is provided with
flanges 34 at its end edges to engage over the
sides 18—19 of the container, retaining them
firmly when in closed position.

When the cover is reversed and folded between 100
the containers, it may be supported by the clo-
sures 26—27, at that tinie folded on theéir hinges
against the walls 18 and 19, as best séen in Figs.

2, 3 and 4. ,

If the structure is to be used as a dresser it 105
is preferred to provide a mirror 35 suitably
framied, the frame being pivoted and ha,v'lng col-
lapsible supports 36 to either retain the mirror
erect or permit folding on fixed support 37 set
in the corners of the cover, see Fig. 3. 110
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One of the containers, as 14, may be provided
with a series of drawers 39 and if desired a drawer
40 may be arranged in the cover 30, as in Fig. 4.

In order to retain articles in the container 15,
a door 41 may be connected by hinges 42 to the
front edge of the wall 21, over which the closure
27 may be swung; the several doors and drawers
being provided with pull knobs as shown.

Obviously, supports and receptacles for cloth-
ing, ete., ete., may be carried in the confainer 15,
while other, smaller articles are conveniently lo-
cated in the drawers.

While locking or analogous securing devices
are not shown, they may be applied in such man-
ner as to be effective.

A similar but simplified arrangement is shown
and disclosed in Figs. 5, 6 and 7, the same con-
sisting of a pair of containers 44—45 having end
walls 46—47, side walls 48—49 and 50—51.

The end of the container 44, opposite the wall
46, is provided with a fixed wall 52 and the con-
tainer 45 presents an open iront in which are a
series of drawers 53, its top being covered by
a permanent plate 55.

The wall 48 has a lower section 48’ both sec-
tions being connected to the end wall 52 by a
hinge 54 in such manner as to operate independ-
ently.

The end wall 48’ carries at its outer edge a
hinge 56 connecting a plate 58, either plain or
fancifully formed as shown, capable of being
folded closely against the inner side of the wall
43’ or extended at a right angle as indicated and
means, not shown, are provided to refain the
plate when so extended.

By attaching a strip of canvas, indicated by
the broken lines x—zx in Fig. 7, to the upper
edges of the wall 48 and corresponding edge of
the plate 58 when secured in an extended posi-
tion, a comfortable seat is obtained.

The containers 44—45 are connected at the
edges of the end walls 46—47, adjacent the side
walls 48-—49 by a corner hinge 59, as best seen
in Figs. 6 and 7 and are provided with a cover
60, similar to that previously described, attached
by a hinge 61 to the side wall 51 of the con-
tainer 45.

The cover is further provided with a leaf 62,
attached by a hinge 63 having edge flanges 64.

A front cover or door 65, having a hinge 66
connected to the wall 51 of the container 45, is
foldable to extend over the front end walls of
both containers, as seen in Fig. 5, or folded along-
side the outer surface of the wall 51 at will, this
door being held when in closed position by the

" lower edge of the leaf 62.

66

65

70

Arranged in the under side of the cover 60 are
one or more foldable plates 67 capable of being
so positioned as to provide a flat surface for
writing and like purposes when the cover is ex-
tended as in Fig. 7, thereby furnishing a con~
venient article of furniture, which when folded
presents the appearance seen in Fig, 5.

From the foregoing it will be seen that a simple
device for this purpose has been disclosed in the
preferred form of its embodiment, but it is not
desired to restrict the details to the exact con-
struction shown, it being obvious that changes,
not involving the exercise of invention, may bhe
made without conflicting with the scope of the
appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to secure by Letters
Patent, is:—

1. A structure comprising a rigid back, a pair

1,956,097

of containers hinged to the upright edges of said
back to fold at right angles to the front and rear
selectively, said containers when disposed at the
front completely covering the back and when at
the rear being spaced apart the entire width of
said back, a cover hinged to the upper edge of
said back to fold over said containers when in
intimate relation at the front and to fill the space
between their tops when spaced at the rear, and
means carried by said containers to support said
cover when in the latter position.

2. A structure comprising a rigid back, a pair
of containers having open front ends and being
hinged to the upright edges of said back to fold
at right angles to the froni{ and rear selectively,
said containers when disposed at the front com-
pletely covering the back and when at the rear
being spaced apart the entire width of said back,
a cover hinged to the upper edge of said back to
fold over said containers when in intimate rela-
tion at the front and to fill the space beiween
their tops when spaced at the rear, and doors
hinged to said containers to partially cover their
front ends in one position and to fold against
their inner sides when in another position, said
doors when in the latter position acting as sup-
ports for said cover.

3. A structure comprising a rigid upright back
plate, a pair of containers, each being hinged at

one of its upright rear edges to the side edges iG&

of said plate to fold thereagainst when two side
walls are in juxtaposition, or to extend from the
plate in spaced relation when folded into an op-
posite position, plate closures hinged to the front
edges of the container side walls to fold over the
front walls of said containers or against their
adjacent side walls when the containers are
moved into spaced relation, a hollow box-like
cover hinged to the uppsr edge of said back
plate to extend over the tops of said containers
when juxtaposed and to extend between them
to rest upon the upper edges of said closure
plates when the containers are moved into said
spaced relation, and means carried by said cover
to secure said containers in a juxtaposed position.

4. A structure comprising a rigid upright back
plate, a pair of containers having open front sides,
said containers being hingedly connected at their
upright rear edges to the side edges of said back
plate to permit folding their rear walls against
said back plate with side walls in juxtaposition,
said containers being movable to extend from the
opposite side of said back plate in spaced relation,
a series of drawers in one of said containers op-
erable from the front thereof, closures hinged to
the front edges of the container side walls which
are hinged to said back plate to fold over the
lower portions of the front or proximate side
walls of said containers, and a cover hinged to

said back plate to swing through an angle of 180 j

degrees to extend over the tops of the containers
when the containers are juxtaposed and to seat
on the upper edges of said closures when the
containers are in spaced relation and the closures
are folded against the side walls.

5. A structure comprising a rigid upright back
plate, a pair of rectangular containers hinged at
their upright rear edges to the side edges of said
plate to fold thereagainst in juxtaposed position,
said containers being movable to another posi-
tion to extend from said plate in spaced relation,
closure plates hinged to the front edges of the
container side walls which are hinged to said back
plate to feld over portions of the front walls of
said containers, a hollow box-like cover hinged
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fo the upper edge of said back plate to extend
when in one poesition over the tops of said con-
tainers when juxtaposed and when folded re-
versely to extend between said containers to rest
upon the upper edges of said closure plates when
said plates are folded against the hinged side
walls, a mirror supported by said cover to fold
therewithin, a hinged plate on said cover to ex-
tend over said containers when juxtaposed, and
flanges on the ends of said hinged plate to en-
gage over the side edges of said containers.

6. A structure comprising a rigid upright back
plate, a pair of rectangular containers hinged at
their upright rear edges to the side edges of said
plate, said containers being movable to fold
against said back plate, with two side walls in
Jjuxtaposition or to extend in parallel spaced rela-
tion from said plate, closure plates hinged to the
front edges of the side walls which are hinged
to said back plate to fold over portions of their
front walls when the containers are in said spaced
relation, a hollow box-like cover hinged to the up-
per edge of said back plate to extend over the
tops of said containers when said containers are
in juxtaposed position and when folded reverse-
ly info said spaced relation to extend between the
containers to rest upon the top edges of said elo-

3

sure plate when said plates are folded against
the hinged side walls, plates hingedly mounted to
form a level table-like closure over the open
space in said cover, a hinged plate on said cover
to extend over said containers when the contain-
ers are juxtaposed, and flanges on the ends of
said hinged plate to engage over the side edges
of said containers.

7. A structure comprising a rigid upright back
plate, a pair of oblong rectangular containers
hingedly connected at their upright rear edges
to the side edges of said back plate, said contain-
ers being movable to extend at right angles there-
from at one side in juxtaposed relation and at the
opposite side in spaced relation, a cover hinged
to said back plate to fold over the top portions
of said containers, a member hinged to said cover
to fold over portions of the front sides of the con-
tainers when the containers are juxtaposed and
said cover and hinged member adapted to
enter between the containers when the contain-
ers are moved to extend in spaced relation, and
means on said hinged cover member to secure said
containers together when juxtaposed.

FRIDTJOF HOFSTAD.
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