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To alZaphom zómay conaern? 
Beit known that I JosEPH H PROCTER, 

a citizen of the United States and a resident 
of Wilkinsburg?in the county of Allegheny 
and State of Pennsylvania have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Coin-Re 
geptacles of which the followingis a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to.coin receptacles 

and particularly to means for automatically 
Glosing such receptacles when they are with 
drawn from their holders. 
One object of my invention isto proyide 

a coin receptacle ofthe aboveindicated char 
acter that shall have means for quicklyclos 
ing its coin opening when the receptacle is 
withdrawn from its holder. 
Another object of my invention isto pro 

vide a closing device for a receptacle of the 
above indicated character that shall be 
adapted to be easily reset be cheap to con 
struct and eficient in its operation. 

It has been proposed to Supply automati 
cally-closing Coin regeptaeles for prepay 
ment metersin order that collectors may fa 
cilitatetheirwork of collectingthe.coins and 
thereby decrease the expense of biling and 
checking accounts Inview of the above I 
provide a coin receptacle haying 8 slitinits 
cover The receptacle is adapted to be in? 
sertedin a holder that may form a part of 
the.casing of a prepayment meter or.other 
device to whichit is connected A shutter 
is provided for the slit and is.adapted to be 
biased by a spring toward bothits open and 
itsclosed positions Theshutteris normally 
biasedtowardits open position andisadapt 
ed to coöperate with a projection on the 
holder formovingit acrossits dead center 
position towardits Glosed position when the 
receptacle is insertedin the holder A Sec 
ond projection on the holderis adapted to 
resträin the shutter from closing until the 
receptacle is withdrawn from the holder. 
Whenthe receptacleis withdrawn from the 
holder the spring is adapted to.smap the 
shutter quicklyirto its closed position and 
a latch is provided for holding it in Such 
position until the lid of the receptacle is 
opened by the proper party. 
In the accompanying drawings Eigure 1 

is a fragmentary front view with parts 
broken away of 8 prepayment meter em 
bodyingmyinvention; Fig.2isasideview, 
partially in section and partially in eleva 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Mar.5?1918. 
Serial No 97,815. 

tion ofthemete sbownin Fig 1: Fig?8is 
top View partiallyin plan &nd partialy 

in section of an aütomätic closing device 
for a.goin receptacle embodying my inven 
tion; Fig.4 is a_fragmentary view partially 
in.elevation and partially in section of the 
goin regeptacleembodying myinvention and 
Fig.5 is a top view partially in plan and 
partially in section of a modified form of 
automatically-closing coin receptacle em 
bodying my invention. - 
The coin receptacle 1 comprises a cylin 

drical member 2 that is closed at one end 
and has a lid3 atits other end The recep 
tacle 1 is adapted to be disposedin a holder 
4thatismounted on the cover5 of a prepay 
ment watthour meter 6 which may be coll 
structedin accordance with the meter shown 
in co-pending application?Serial No.84,860, 
filed March 17?1916 by William M. Brad 
shaw and Walter G Mylius and assigned to 
the Westinghouse Electric and Manufactur 
ing Company However my device is not 
limited to this particular appliCation asit 
may be used with any other form of coin 
controlled device. * 

The lower end of the receptacle 1 is pro 
vided with a Small opening and the cover 3 
is also provided with a Small opening near 
its peripbery to_receive a_rod 7 having an 
enlarged head Sthereon The rod7 isadapt 
ed to extend through the openings in the 
lower end of the Teceptacle andin the Cover 
3 and is provided with an opening at one 
ofits endsto receive a lock 9. The cover 3 is 
provided with a hinge 10to permitit to be 
cpened when the lock 9 and the rod 7 are 
removed. 
A plate11is attached to and spaced apart 

from the cover 3 by spacing members 12. 
An opening13is providedinthe covermem 
ber 8 and a similar openingis provided in 
the plate11to permit coins to pass from the 
Coinslot 14 of the meter 5 into the recepta 
cle 1?A shutter member 15 is pivotally 
mounted to the under side of the cover 3. 
and a spring 16 is attached at one of its 
ends to a pin 17 on the under side of the 
shutter 15?at its other end to a pin 18that 
is mounted on the plate 11 The spring 16 
is so.disposed.that the shutter 15 may be 
biased towardits open and towardits closed 
position withrespegtto the opening13. Two 
projections 19 and 20 are provided on the 
inner surface of the holder 4 and may be 
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formed from material punched from the 
holder 4 itself However these projections 
may be welded or otherwise secured to the 
inner surface of the holder 4 The projec 
tion 19 is adapted to extend through ln 
opening in?the receptacle 1 to engage the 
shutter15 in such manner that when the 
receptacle1 is insertedin the holde 4 the 
shutter will be biased over its dead-center 
Dosition until a projection 21 on the shutter 
engages the projection 20 on the holder 4 
whichis also adapted to extend through an 
openingin the receptacle1 Thus the ope"- 
ing 13 will remain open until the regeptagle 
1is withdrawn from the holder 4 Thatis, 
when the receptacle 1 is so withdrawn that 
the projection 20 does notengage the projec 
tion 21 the spring 16 will quickly snap the 
shutter 15 across the opening 13to elose the 
same Portions of the casing 2 of the re 
ceptacle 1 are so bent inwardly where the 
projections 19 and 20 extend within the re 
Ceptacleasto preclude communication to the 
interior of the device. 
A latch member 22is provided on the un 

derside of the cover 3 andis adapted to en 
gage a notch 23 formedinthe underside of 
the shutter 15. Thus when the shutter 15 
is Snapped into its closed position it is se 
curely held there by the latch 22untilitis 
released by the proper party It will be 
seen from Fig 3 of the drawing that the 
shutter 15 does not completely cover the 
opening 13 hence to prevent the Teleasing 
of the latch 22 for the purpose of extract 
ingthe coins from the receptacle1 the plate 
11is provided with a projection 24 that ren 
ders the latch 22 completely inaccessible 
from the opening 13 The plate 11 is also 
provided with a projection 25thatis adapt 
ed to guide the movement of the shutter 
15 While the opening13is here shown of 
a relatively large size it will be understood 
that it may be of such size that it can be 
completely closed by the shutter 15. 
The receptacle 1 is adapted to be sup 

plied to the coin collectors when the shutter 
15 is yieldingly held in its open position 
and the cover 3 securely locked in position. 
After the receptacle 1 is inserted in the 
holder 4 a retaining member 26 is inserted 
in openings in the holder 4 and provided 
with a lock 27 for preventing its with 
drawal As hereinbefore set forth whei the 
receptacle 1 is inserted in position the pro 
jection 19 so moves the shutter 15 thatit 
is biased over its dead-center position 
against the projection 20 in which position 
it is held until the receptacle 1 is with 
drawn from a predetermined position in the 
holder 4 by the proper party. 
In Fig.?5 of the drawing I provide a 

shutter 28 that is provided with a projec 
tion 29 having an enlarged rounded gentral 
portion 30 A garter or annular helical 
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Spring 31 is disposed around the projection 
29 and attached at diametral points to the 
cover3 ofthe receptacle1 The shutter 2Sis 
provided with a projection32 thatis adapt 
ed to engage the projection 20 on the holder 
4 when the projection 19 on the holder 4 
moves the shutter 28 by reason of its en 
gagement with the projection 29 That is, 
the projection 19 engages the projection 29 
when the receptacle 1 is inserted in the 
holder 4 to Cause the enlarged portion 30 to 
move to such position with respect to the 
Spring 31 that the spring tends to close 
the opening13. In other words the projec 
tion 29 is moved to Such position that the 
spring 31 engages the opposite side of the 
portion 30 from that shown in the draw 
ing In this position the spring 31 so co 
operates with the rounded edges of the por 
tion 30 asto bias the same overits neutral or 
dead-center position towardits closed posi 
tion until the projection 32 engages the 
projection 20 A latch 22.is also provided 
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forsecuring the shutter28inits closed posi 
tion when the receptacle 1 is withdrawn 
from the holder 4 Guidingmembers 33 are 
provided for guiding the movement of the 
shutter 28 In otherrespects?the automatic 
closing device shown in Fig.5 issimilar to 
that shown in Figs?1?2 3 and 4 of the 
drawing * 

A guiding strip 34 is provided in the 
holder 4 and is adapted to engage a slot35 
in the outer wall of the reeeptacle 1 for the 
purpose of causing the receptacle to be in 
serted in its correct position with respect 
to the projections 19 and 20. 

It willbe understood that my inventionis 
Ilot limited to the particular devices illus 
trated asit may be variously modified with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of 
the appended claims, * 
I claim as my invention: 
1. The combination with a coin receptacle 

and a holder therefor having a projection 
thereon of ashutter for the receptacle and 
means for biasing the shutter toward its 
open and closed positions the projection on 
the holder being adapted to move the shut 
ter over its dead-center position when the 
receptacle is inserted in the holder. 

2. The combination with a coin receptacle 
and a holder therefor having projections 
thereon of a Shutter for the receptacle and 
a double-agting means for biasing the shut 
ter toward its open and closed positions, 
the projections on the holder being adapted 
to move the shutter overits dead-center po 
sition and to hold it open in this position 
until the receptacle is removed from the 
holder. 
3.The combination.with a coin receptacle 

having a coin slit therein and a holder 
therefor of a shutter for the slit a double 
acting spring for normally biasing the shut 
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ter toward its open position a.projection 
onthe holder forso moving the shutterthat 
the spring tendsto close.it when the recep? 
tacle is inserted in the holder and means 
for holding the shutter open so long as the 
receptacle is in the holder. 
4??The combination with a receptacle hav 

ing a slit in one of its ends and a holder 
for the receptacle of a shutter forthe slit, 
means for mormally biasing the Shutter to 
wardits open position means for mowing 
the shuttertowardits closed position when 
the receptacle is inserted in the holder and 
means for restraining the closing of the slit 
until the receptacle?is removed from the 
holder. 
5.The combination with a receptacle hav 

inga slitin one ofits ends anda holder for 
thé reeeptacle of a shutter?for the slit; 
meansför normally biasing the shutter to 
ward its open position means for moving 
the shuttertoward its closed position when 
the receptacle is?inse?ted in the holder, 
means for restraining the closing of the slit 
until the receptacle is removed from the 
holder and meansforlatchingthe shutterin 
its closed position. 

6. The combination with a receptacle hav 
ingan openinginone ofitsendsanda holder 
for the?receptacle of a?movable.shutter 
forthe opening a spring for normally hold 
ing the shutterin its open position means 
formoving the saidshutterto such position 
whenthe reeeptacleisinsertedin the holder 
that the spring tends to closeit and means 
for restraining the closing of the shutter so 
long as the receptacle is disposed in the 
holder. - 

7 The combination with a receptacle hav 
ing a slitinitsupper end and a holder for 
the receptacle of a movable shutter for the 
slit a spring for biasing the shutter toward 
two positions means forsomovingthe.shut 
ter when the receptacle is inserted in its 
correct position in the holderthat the spring 
tends to close it and means for restraining 
the closing of the shutter until the recepta 
cle is removed fromits correct position in 
the holdor. ? 

S. The combination with a receptacle hav 
ing a slit in itsupper end and a holder for 
the receptacle of a movable shutter for the 
slit a spring for biasing the shuttertoward 
two positions means for so moving the 
shutter when the receptaele is inserted in a 
predetermined_position in the holder that 
the Spring tends to close it means for per 
Imitting the closing of the shutter when the 

@ 

receptacle is removed from its predeter 
mined position inthe holder and means for 
latching the shutterin its closed position. 

9. The combination with a coin receptacle 
having a slitin one ofits ends and a holder 
for the receptacle of a.pivotally mounted 
shutter for the slit a spring adapted to bias 
the shutter toward either one of two po 
sitions a project1on on the holder adapt 
ed to move the shutter into such posi 
tion when the receptacle is inserted in the 
holder that it is biased toward its closed 
position and a second projection on the 
holder for holding the shutter open Until 
thereceptacleis withdrawn from the holder? 
10.The combination with a coin recepta 

cle having an opening in one of.its ends, 
and a holder forthe regeptacle of a pivot 
ally mounted shutter for the opening a 
spring for biasingthe shutter toward either 
one of two positions a projection on the 
holderadapted tomovethe Shutterintosugh 
position when the receptacle is inserted in 
[he holder thatitis biased towardits closed 
position a second projection on the holder 
for restraining the closing of the shutter 
until the receptacle is removed from the 
holder and a latch for securing the shutter 
in its closed position. 
11 The combination with a coin recepta 

cle and a holder therefor of a hinged cover 
for the receptacle having a coin opening 
therein a shutter for the opening means 
for normally holding the shutter open, 
means for moving it toward its closed posi 
tion means for restraining the closing of 
the shutter and means for latching the shut 
ter in its closed position Said means for 
normally holding the shutter open being 
adapted to Snapit into its closed position 
whenthe said restraining meansis removed. 

12. The combination with a receptacle 
having a slitin one ofits ends a holder for 
the receptacle of a shutter for the slit re 
silient means for biasing the shuttertoward 
its open and towardits closed position said 
shutter being adapted to be normally in its 
open position means for moving the shut 
ter toward its Glosed position under prede 
termined conditions and means forrestrain 
ing the closing of the shutter said resilient 
meansbeingadapted tosnapthe shutterinto 
its closed position when the receptacleis re 
moved from the holder. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

subscribed my namethis28th day of April, 
1916. 

JOSEPH H. PROCTER. 
Copleg of this patent may be obtained for five cents each by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington,D.C." 
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