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This invention relates to a safety device for guns,

The all too frequent headlines relating to accidental

shooting of people illustrates the need for a safety device
for guns, such as rifles, revolvers, pistols and the like.
While many safety devices have been proposed, none can
be positively locked without immobilizing the gun.

It is, therefore, one object of this invention to provide
a lockable, safety device for guns. .

Also, in many applications, it is necessary to store
loaded guns and to dispense the gimns at periodic intervals.
Tlustrative of this type of application is that of guards
who are issued guns upon starting a tour of duty. Al-

though the guns are stored with the chamber under the-

hammer unloaded, many accidents have still occurred.
For example, with revolvers, the empty chamber under
the hammer prevents a blow on the hammer from acci-
dentally discharging the weapon but does not prevent an
accidental advancement of a fresh round by accidentally
pulling the trigger of the revolver.

It is, therefore, a further object of this invention to
provide an improved safety device for revolvers which
would prevent accidental rotation of the cylinder of the
revolver.

This invention will be more clearly understood by refer-
ence to the following description taken in combination
with the accompanying drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a revolver with the safety
device installed;

FIG. 2 is an exploded elevation view of the components
of the safety device in accordance with this invention;

FIG. 3 is a partially sectioned view showing the safety
device installed within the chamber of a revolver cylinder;

FIG. 4.is a partially sectioned view showing the safety
device within the chamber of a revolver cylinder and ex-
tending into the breech of the revolver; and

FIG. 5 is a view taken along lines 5—3 of FIG. 4.

In FIG. 1 there is shown a revolver 10 with the safety
device installed. As will be noted, the safety device is
extremely simple comprising a fiber washer 12 through
which extends. a bar 14 having apertures spaced along
the length of the bar through which a clip or a lock 16
may be inserted. . Thus, with the safety device installed,
the gun may still be handled and easily transported.
However,. transporting of the gun does not in any way
affect the security of the safety device.. The construction
of features of the safety device may best be seen by ref-
erence to FIGS. 2-5.

In the figures there is shown the safety device com-
prising the bar 14, the lock washer 12, the clip or lock 16
and a cartridge-like dummy round 18 having an extend-
able bullet portion 20.

The dummy round is formed to the same outline di-
mensions as that of the cartridge used in the revolver to
be safetied. It is then inserted within the chamber 22
of the cylinder 24 until the annular lip 26 of the dummy
round fits in the chamber in the same fashion as would
a normal round of ammunition. Mounted within the car-
tridge case 28 of the dummy round 18 is a movable
bullet. 20 ‘biased into the retracted position through the
co-action of spring 30 on the shoulder formed on the
bullet 20. The bullet is preferably formed of relatively
soft plastic to protect the breech of the gun against abra-
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sion by the bullet portion as the safety device is operated.

The bullet portion 28 is provided with a rectangular
aperture 34 extending'therethrough at the terminus of
which is provided a rectangular recess 36 the major axis
of which is at right angles to the major axis of the rec-
tangular aperture. To safety the gun, the rod 14 is in-
serted through the aperture until the ears 38 are within
cavity 40. ‘The rod is:then rotated 90 degrees and pulled
outward so that the ears 38 will engage the recess 36.
Once engaged, the rod is locked in position so that it can-
not be accidentally dislodged therefrom but must be
deliberately pushed further into the gun and rotated be-
fore it can be disengaged from the bullet portion 29.
Other locking means are, of course, equally effective.

The rod 14 s then pulled outwardly to extend the bullet
portion 29 into the breech 42 of the revolver as is best
shown in FIG. 4. The extension is continued for any
convenient distance until one of the apertures 44 through
rod 14 is aligned with the exterior of the washer 12. At
this time, a clip 26 may be inserted through the hole.
Alternatively, a lock may be applied through the hole.

As may thus be seen the safety device not only affords
safety against accidental discharge through a blow on the
hammer of a revolver but also prevents accidental ad-
vancement of a live round through accidental pulling of
the trigger of the revolver. It will be noted that the safety
device will similarly lock the operating mechanism of an
automatic pistol. !

While providing safety against accidental discharge, the
safety device can be easily, rapidly and conveniently re-
moved merely by freeing the rod, pushing the rod in-
wardly, rotating the rod and withdrawing the rod. The
dummy round need not be removed. ~With a revolver,
it will just remain in the cylinder. With an automatic
pistol or rifle the round will be ejected as the gun is
cocked. It will be noted that a simple .clip is advan-
tageous for use when the gun is handled as, for example,
in storage and dispensing of guns to gnards during their
tour of duty, For use as a safety as, for example, by
police officers at their homes, a lock is preferably used
to prevent accidents by children.

This invention will be variously embodied and modified
within the scope of the subjoined claim.

What is claimed is: s

A safety device for a revolver having a barrel and a
rotatable cylinder provided with chambers to carry rounds
of ammunition into alignment with said barrel of said
revolver, said safety device comprising: a dummy round,
said dummy round consisting of a cartridge case, a bullet
portion movably mounted within said cartridge case and
spring means biasing said bullet portion into said cartridge
case, said dummy round having the outline dimensions of
a live round when said bullet portion is in said biased posi-
tion, means insertable through said barrel of said revolver
to engage said bullet portion and extend said bullet por-
tion into said barrel of said revolver, and means to hold
said last-named means in the extended position.
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