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APPARATUSES AND METHODS FOR requiring fewer steps compared to prior art connectors , and 
NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY offers greater patient comfort and safety by being soft and 

conformable , thereby avoiding pressure ulcers and other 
complications caused by harder connectors . 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the Certain embodiments provide for a negative pressure 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica wound treatment system comprising a wound packing mate 
tion ; matter printed in italics indicates the additions rial configured to be positioned at a wound , a flexible drape 
made by reissue ; a claim printed with strikethrough configured to be positioned over the wound and wound 
indicates that the claim was canceled , disclaimed , or held packing material and sealed to the skin surrounding the 
invalid by a prior post - patent action or proceeding . 10 wound , and which further comprises a conduit configured to 

deliver negative pressure to the wound through an aperture 
CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED in the drape and through the wound packing material to the 

APPLICATIONS wound . Such embodiments further comprise a flexible suc 
tion adapter configured to surround the aperture and connect 

The present application is a reissue of U.S. Pat . No. 15 the conduit to the flexible drape and for transmitting nega 
9,327,065 , issued May 3 , 2016 and entitled " APPARA tive pressure from the conduit through the aperture . 
TUSES AND METHODS FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE In one embodiment , a negative pressure wound treatment 
WOUND THERAPY , ” which is a continuation of U.S. patent system is provided comprising a flexible drape configured to 
application Ser . No. 13 / 381,885 , filed on Dec. 30 , 2011 , be positioned over a wound and sealed to skin surrounding 
entitled “ APPARATUSES AND METHODS FOR NEGA- 20 the wound . A conduit is configured to deliver negative 
TIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY , ” which is a pressure to the wound , wherein negative pressure is deliv 
national phase application under 35 U.S.C. $ 371 of Inter ered through an aperture in the drape . A flexible suction 
national Application No. PCT / US2010 / 061938 , filed on adapter is configured to surround the aperture and connect 
Dec. 22 , 2010 , entitled “ APPARATUSES AND METHODS the conduit to the flexible drape , the flexible suction adapter 
FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY , ” 25 comprising upper and lower layers forming an elongate 
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. interior channel having a proximal end and a distal end , the 
61 / 289,358 , filed Dec. 22 , 2009 , U.S. Provisional Applica proximal end configured for fluid communication with the 
tion No. 61 / 332,440 , filed May 7 , 2010 , and U.S. Provisional conduit and the lower layer including at least one aperture 
Application No. 61 / 369,008 , filed Jul . 29 , 2010 , the entirety for communicating with the aperture in the drape . An 
of each of which is hereby incorporated by reference . 30 elongated foam spacer is within the interior channel extend 

ing between the proximal end and the distal end . 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION In another embodiment , a negative pressure wound treat 

ment system comprises a flexible drape configured to be 
Embodiments of the present invention relate generally to positioned over a wound and sealed to skin surrounding the 

the treatment of wounds using negative pressure wound 35 wound . The flexible drape defines an elongate channel 
therapy , and more specifically to an improved apparatus and extending between upper and lower portions of the flexible 
method thereof . drape , wherein the channel extends from an edge of the 

flexible drape to an interior portion thereof . The lower 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION portion of the flexible drape includes at least one aperture in 

40 communication with the elongate channel for transmitting 
The treatment of open or chronic wounds that are too negative pressure through the channel and through the 

large to spontaneously close or otherwise fail to heal by aperture . A conduit is configured to deliver negative pressure 
means of applying negative pressure to the site of the wound to the wound , wherein the conduit is connected to the 
is well known in the art . Negative pressure wound treatment channel to deliver negative pressure through the channel and 
systems currently known in the art commonly involve 45 the at least one aperture in the lower layer . 
placing a cover that is impermeable to liquids over the In yet another embodiment , a negative pressure wound 
wound , using various means to seal the cover to the tissue treatment system comprises a bridge with top , bottom , and 
of the patient surrounding the wound , and connecting a intermediate layers sandwiching top and bottom fluid chan 
source of negative pressure ( such as a vacuum pump ) to the nels , wherein the top channel comprises an air leak , and the 
cover in a manner so that an area of negative pressure is 50 bottom channel is connected to a source of negative pressure 
created under the cover in the area of the wound . suitable for drawing exudates from a wound site . The bridge 

is attached to an applicator portion including at least one 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION aperture and suitable for placement over a wound site , and 

may also include a visualization window for visualization of 
Embodiments of the invention disclosed herein are 55 the wound site . 

directed to a negative pressure appliance and methods of Methods of treating wounds with negative pressure are 
treatment using a negative pressure appliance , and may be also described . A method of treating a wound with negative 
useful in the treatment of wounds using negative pressure . pressure may include applying a flexible drape over a wound 

Certain embodiments of the invention employ fluidic site , applying a flexible suction adapter over the wound site , 
connectors and / or suction adapters for connecting a source 60 where the flexible adapter comprises an applicator and 
of negative pressure to a dressing positioned over a wound bridge portion provided with an air leak . The suction adapter 
site . These fluidic connectors and / or suction adapters offer is then connected to a source of negative pressure , and 
advantages over the prior art . For example and for illustra negative pressure is applied to the wound until it has reached 
tive purposes only , some of the embodiments may offer a a desired level of healing . 
softer , kink - free fluidic connector for connecting a wound 65 Also disclosed herein are embodiments of an apparatus 
site to a source of negative pressure for treatment . Such a for providing suction to a wound site comprising a top and 
fluidic connector and / or suction adapter is faster to apply , bottom layer constructed from a liquid - impermeable mate 
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rial with a 3D knitted or 3D fabric material located between structed so as to resist compression to less than half its 
these top and bottom layers . An aperture in the bottom layer original thickness when subjected to a load of 15 psi . 
is in fluid communication with the 3D knitted or 3D fabric The suction adapter embodiments above may be used in 
material . An elongate channel extends between the top and embodiments of a negative pressure wound treatment sys 
bottom layers containing the 3D knitted or 3D fabric mate- 5 tem comprising a flexible drape configured to be positioned 
rial . The top layer , bottom layer , and 3D knitted or 3D fabric over a wound and sealed to the skin surrounding the wound , 
material include enlarged distal ends with the elongate and where the suction adapter is configured to be attached to 
channel extending in a proximal direction away from the the drape so as to surround at least one aperture formed in 
enlarged distal ends . the drape . A vacuum pump is preferably connected by at 

In some embodiments , the elongate channel comprises a 10 least one conduit to the suction adapter . 
lower fluid passage , and the apparatus comprises an upper Further embodiments of negative pressure wound treat 
fluid passage disposed above and separate from the 3D ment systems described herein may comprise a flexible 
knitted or 3D fabric material that is connected to an air leak . drape configured to be positioned over a wound and sealed 
In some cases , the upper fluid passage may contain foam or to skin surrounding the wound , a conduit configured to 
another compliant spacer material . In other embodiments , an 15 deliver negative pressure to the wound , wherein negative 
air leak communicates with a wound site through a conduit pressure is delivered through an aperture in the drape , and a 
extending in a proximal direction away form the enlarged flexible suction adapter configured to surround the aperture 
distal ends and may in some cases include a looped portion . on the drape and connect the conduit to the flexible drape . 
The enlarged ends of the top and bottom layers may be The flexible suction adapter can comprise upper and lower 
rectangular or square , or may form a teardrop shape , and the 20 layers forming an elongate interior channel with proximal 
3D knitted or 3D fabric material may have a circular and distal ends , where the proximal end is configured to 
enlarged end . The 3D knitted or 3D fabric material may also communicate fluidically with the conduit and wherein the 
be in fluid communication with a source of negative pres lower layer has at least one aperture for communicating with 
sure , such as a pump . The bottom layer may be configured the aperture in the drape . An elongated spacer extending 
to be attached to a drape , or may be attached to an applicator . 25 between the proximal and distal ends may also be placed 
The bottom layer may also comprise an adhesive disposed within the interior channel . 
on its wound - facing side , and can in some cases be provided In some embodiments , the elongated spacer may become 
with multiple apertures . In some embodiments , the 3D progressively larger toward the distal end . The interior 
knitted or 3D fabric material may be in fluid communication channel may incorporate a looped portion that extends 
with a dual lumen tube that incorporates an air leak at a 30 toward and away from the at least one aperture in the lower 
proximal portion thereof . The air leak may in some cases layer , and the spacer may be configured similarly . The 
comprise a plurality of discrete air channels , and may be channel in the suction adapter may also comprise an air leak , 
located on the enlarged distal end of the top layer . The 3D which may be disposed between the proximal and distal end 
knitted or 3D fabric material can be provided with a flattened of the channel , and may also incorporate a filter . The lower 
distal end . 35 layer of the suction adapter may comprise more than one 

Embodiments of systems for the treatment of wounds aperture , for example four apertures . The wound may also be 
using negative pressure using embodiments of the suction packed with a wound packing material placed under the 
adapters disclosed above are also disclosed . These systems flexible drape . 
can comprise a suction adapter as described previously , a Another embodiment of a negative pressure wound treat 
flexible drape configured to be positioned over a wound and 40 ment system described herein includes a wound packing 
sealed to the skin surrounding the wound , and where the material configured to be positioned at a wound , a flexible 
suction adapter is configured to be attached to the drape so drape configured to be positioned over the wound packing 
as to surround an aperture formed the drape . A vacuum material and over the wound and sealed to skin surrounding 
pump may be connected by at least one conduit to the the wound , a conduit configured to deliver negative pressure 
suction adapter . 45 to the wound through an aperture in a drape and through the 

In another embodiment of a suction adapter , this adapter wound packing material placed in the wound , and a flexible 
has an applicator with an upper and lower surface , with the suction adapter configured to surround the aperture and 
upper surface connected to the distal end of a bridge . The connect the conduit to the flexible drape and for transmitting 
bridge has a proximal end and a distal end , and has an upper negative pressure from the conduit through the aperture . 
fluid passage connected to an air leak and a lower fluid 50 In some embodiments , the suction adapter may be a 
passage in fluid communication with a source of negative flexible shroud having a distal end configured to seal with 
pressure , with the lower fluid passage comprising a 3D the flexible drape around the aperture and a proximal end 
knitted or 3D fabric material . configured to seal about the conduit , where the conduit is 

In some embodiments of the suction adapter , the upper configured to extend through the flexible shroud into the 
fluid passage may comprise foam . The bridge portion may 55 aperture . The suction adapter may also be a sealing disc 
further comprise a top layer , a bottom layer and an inter sandwiched between annular upper and lower support discs , 
mediate layer , each of the layers having proximal ends and where the lower support disc is configured to be adhered to 
distal ends and elongate portions extending therebetween , the flexible drape around the aperture , and the conduit is 
where the upper fluid passage extends between the top and configured to extend through openings in the sealing disc 
intermediate layers , and the lower fluid passage extends 60 and upper and lower support discs into the aperture . In other 
between the intermediate and bottom layers . The distal end cases , the flexible suction adapter may be a sealing ring 
of the bridge may also have an enlarged shape . The air leak integrated with the aperture in the drape , with the conduit 
may be disposed at the proximal end of the bridge . The 3D being sized and configured to make a sealing contact with 
knitted or 3D fabric material may include a top knitted layer , the sealing ring . The flexible suction adapter may also 
a bottom knitted layer , and a middle area with vertically 65 comprise upper and lower support layers sandwiching a 
extending fibers , and may be approximately 1.5 to 6 mm looped portion of the conduit , where the lower layer includes 
thick . The 3D knitted or 3D fabric material may be con at least one aperture and the conduit includes a plurality of 






















































