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Patented Nov. 9, 1948 

This invention appertains to indoor games 
generally, and more particularly to a surface 
projectile type thereof for playing the game of 
bowling. 
An object of the invention is to provide a com 

paratively simple and inexpensive game appara 
tus of this kind, which includes a game board, 
that is representative of a bowling alley, for either 
individual or team bowling. 
Another object of the invention has to do with 

the provision of a game apparatus as hereinber 
fore characterized, wherein, in lieu of the usual 
ball return gutters or trackways of the standard 
bowling alley, certain end and side walls of the 
game board are curved in a manner to effect the 
return of projected balls back to the point of play. 
A further object of the invention lies in the 

provision of a pocketed housing at one corner of 
the game board, preferably in proximity to the 
point of play, for the storage of the play pieces, 

With these and other objects in view, the in 
vention resides in the certain new and useful 
combination, construction, and arrangement of 
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully described, 
set forth in the appended claim, and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a game board 
constructed in accordance with my invention; 

Figure 2 is a view of one of the game pieces; 
Figure 3 is a view of another of the game 

pieces; 
Figure 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a detail sectional view on the line 

5-5 of Figure 1; 
Figure 6 is a view in end elevation of the game 

board, and 
Figure 7 is a section on the line 7-7 of Fig 

ure 6. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, the game 

board, as it is exemplified therein, is comprised 
in a flat oblong base 0; a foot piece 2 extend 
ing transversely of the under side of the base, 
toward its rear end, to slightly, incline the same 
in a downward and forward direction. The 
front edge of the base 0 is beveled as at 4. 
Mounted on the top plane surface of the base 
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2 
inner side curved in a manner to merge into the 
inner sides of the rearwardly directed ends of the . 

O 

5 

20 
both balls and pins, during periods of non-play. 

side walls 8 and 20. The forwardly directed 
end portion of the left hand side wall 2) is made 
considerably thicker or wider, as at 22, than the 
rearwardly directed end portion thereof, which 
may take the same thickness as that of the right 
hand side wall 8, except where it merges into 
the rear end wall f6 and the thickened portion 
22. At its junction. With the thickened portion 
22, the inner end 23 of the side, Wall portion 20 
curves inwardly and forwardly and as a ball 
engages this surface it is directed toward the 
front right hand corner of the game board. 
The equipment, in addition to the garne board 

as thus constructed, is comprised in a number of 
balls 28, four of the same being provided in the 
present instance, and ten pins 30, the latter to be 
set up in the usual order on spots 32 inscribed on 
the top plane surface of the base (), toward the 
rear end of the exposed area, thereof. When not 
in play, the balls 28 are retained in depressions 
24, formed in line in the top surface of the thicker : 
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are a rear end wall 6 and right and left hand. 
side walls 8 and 20, the inner sides of which de 
fine the bowling alley and the contiguous point of . . 
play and score record areas of the top plane Sur 
face. The right hand side. Wall 8 is made rela 
tively narrow and straight, while the rear end 
wall 6 is made to greater thickness and has its 55 

50 

or Wider portion 22 of the side wall 20, while the 
pins 30 are seated endwise in recesses 26, formed 
in the inner side edge of the portion 22, Substan 
tially as shown. 
The play of the game is substantially the same 

as in regular bowling; each bowler taking posi 
tion at the front end of the game board and roll 
ing a ball 28 along the exposed plane surface of 
the base. Otoward the pin Setup, from a point or 
area of play 34, which is immediately inward of 
the front end f4 and to the right of a Scoring 
record area 36 that is also inscribed on the plane 
surface, between the play area, 34 and the portion 
22 for housing the balls and pins, during periods 
of non-play. Each player in turn is allowed to 
bowl two balls, unless he knocks down all the 
pins with one. The front end of the game board 
is fully open. 
The game board, balls and pins, may be made 

to any desired size, suitable for indoor play, and 
from any suitable materials which will permit 
the play to closely approximate that of regular 
bowling. The rear wall 6 is provided in its rear. 
side With recesses 37 adapted to receive the balls 
when the game board is packed for shipping, the 
pins being placed in the recesses. 26. 

I claim: 
A toy bowling game comprising an oblong 

shaped game board simulating a bowling alley, 
said game board having side walls with the inner 
surfaces of the far ends thereof curving inwardly 
and together describing a semi-circle at the far 
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end of the board, the opposite end of said board 
being open, the end of one of Said Side Walls at 
the open end of the game board having a wide 
portion of greater width than the width of the 
wall end and having ball-receiving recesses in the 
upper surface and pin-holding recesses in the 
inner side surface, said wide portion having an 
arcuate inner end merging With the adjacent 
inner surface of the side Wall for directing balls 
traveling along the wall toward the opposite cor 
ner of the board, the upper surface of the far end 
of said board having a plurality of circles thereon 
positioned in a triangle to represent ten pins on 
a bowling alley, and a stationary foot-piece on 
the underside of the game board transversely 
positioned across the far end of the board for 
Supporting the far end of the game board whereby 
the board slopes downwardly and forwardly to 

() 
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4. 
facilitate the return of balls rolled toward the 
pins in said far end back to the open end of the 
board by gravity. 
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