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SAMUEL BODEN, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.
Letters Patent No. 87,461, dated March 2, 1869.

VIOLIN-BRIDGE,.

Tho Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. -

—————————

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SayMuEL BopEN, of Louisville,
county of Jefferson, State of Kentucky, bave invented
anew and improved Viol-Bridge; and I hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact desecription
thereof, which will enable those skilled in the art to
make and use the same, reference being had to the ae-.
companying drawings, making a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

_ Figure 1 is a-perspective view of a bridge designed
tor a viol, and coustrueted in accordance with my in-
vention.

PFigure 2is a perspective view of a bridge designed
for a violin, which is constructed upon the same prin-
ciple as that shown in fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts.

This invention relates to au improvement in bridges
for stringed instrunrents, such as bass-viols, violins, &e. ;
and

It consists in construeting such bridge with a series
of bearing-points, or feet, for supporting the sawe, such
bearing-points being so arranged as to bear upon and
be supported by a larger area of the surface of the top
board of the instrument than heretofore, the olject of
this arrangement being to enable me to dispense with
the support commronly used, which is placed between
the walls of the instrument, which support has been
found to prevent, to a great extent, the vibrations of
such walls or boards, thus interfering, to a great ex-
tent, with the volume of the sound given off’ by such
istrument. -

A represents the “sounding board,” or top wall of
the instrument.

B is a Lridge for suppomng the strings of the in-
strument, which is constructed with a series of feet as
beuring-points, so arranged as to cover a large area of

the “scunding-board,” and, at the saine time, bring the
strain upon such board nearer to its edges, or to the
walls which separate it from the lower board, or wall
of the instrument, thus decreasing, to a great extent,
the liability of fracturing the ““sounding-board,” and,
what is of greater importance, enabling me to dispense
with the partition or support commonly used between
the two walls of the instrument, for the purpose of
preventing the upper one from being crushed in by the
force applied by the tightening of the strings.

It will be apparent, that as a consequence of the con-
straction of my bridge, and the fact that such construc-
tion enables me to dispense with the support between
the two walls of the instrument, as above stated, Iam .
enabled to produce, with the same instrument, a much
greater volume of sound than has heretofore been done,
owing to the fact thut the walls of the instrument are
allowed to vibrate to the full ‘extent of the agitation
thereof, caused by drawing the bow across the strings;
whereas, in the present form, the two walls are joined
together by means of the support above referred to,
wlmh to a great extent, prevents such vibrations, Mld
wlnd» to that extent, lessens the volume of sound pro-
duced.

Having thus described my invention,

What I claim, and desire to secure by Lefters Pat-
ent, is—

- A bridgeforstringed musical instruments, constructed
subgtantially as shown and described, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to this
specification, in the presence of Two subscribing wit-
HESSCS.

SAMUEL BODEN.

Witnesses :

JOHN S. HOLLINGSHEAD,

JOoHN S. HOLLINGSHEAD, JT.



