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To alluvhom it may concerni 
Beit known that I, JózsEFBIHoN, a sub ject of the King of Hungary, residing at 

Daisytown, in the county of Washington 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Letter-Boxes, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in letter boxes. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

letter box employing a revolving member 
comprising a plurality of hinged platforms 
arranged adiacent the entrance door to the 
box so that letters as indicated will be de 
livered to the lower end on an inclined bot 
tom. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide aletter box with a guard device ar 
ranged adiacent the entrance opening and 
with means for operating the guard in one 
direction to deliver the letters to the bottom 
of the box and to prevent movement of the 
guarding means in the opposite direction so 
that the letters cannot be removed. 

VVith these general objects in view and 
others that will appear as the nature of the 
invention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the novel construction, combination 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more 
fully described, illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, and pointed out in the 
appended claim. : - In the accompanying drawings forming a 
part of this application and wherein like 
numerals of reference designate correspond 
ing parts throughout the several views:– 
Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 
view of the letter box. Fig. 2 is a horizon 
tal sectional view of the same, and, Fig. 3 
is a detailed Sectional view of a portion of 
the box illustrating the pawl and ratchet 
mechanism. 

Referring more in detail to the accom 
panying drawing, the reference numeral 10 
designates a letter box preferably formed 
of sheet metal and comprising the front wall 
11 and rear wall 12. The receptacle 11 has 
preferably formed integral therewith the 
false inclined bottom 13 extending up 
wardly toward the front wall 11 to a point 
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adiacent the letter entrance opening 14 
This opening is controlled by the hinged 
door 15 while the rear wall 12 has an exit 
opening 16 controlled by the door 17 and 
locked as at 18, the opening 16 forming the 
paSSage through which the mail is taken 
from the receptacle. The receptacle 10 may 
be Secured to a post or other Suitable sup 
port by the fastening members 19, more 
clearly shown in Fig. 2. 
A shaft 20 is arranged transversely of the 

receptacle 10 at a point adiacent the en 
trance opening 14 and has secured to one 
end thereof within the casing a ratchet 
Wheel 21, while one end of the said shaft 20 
eXtends through the casing and has Secured 
upon the outer end thereof exteriorly of the 
casing, an operating handle 22. In order to 
provide for a single direction of rotary 
movement of the shaft 21, I provide a dog 
23 pivoted to a side Wall of the casing and 
Spring-pressed as at 24 to be held into en 
gagement with the ratchet wheel 21. The 
shaft 20 has Secured thereto longitudinal 
bars 25 having hinged thereto as at 26 the 
lateral platforms 27, while in Fig. 1, a letter 
-a- is shown resting on one of the plat 

forms 27 while another letteris shownleav 
ing one of the platforms to be received on 
the inclined bottom 13, after the platform 
has been moved to a position whereby the 
same would move on the hinge 26 to a posi 
tion as indicated in the said figure. It will 
be noted that as the letters are passed 
through the opening 14 they are received 
on the platforms 27 which move the Same to 
a position whereby the letters are delivered 
to the bottom of the receptacle and pre 
vented from being withdrawn by the pawl 
and ratchet mechanism. 
While the forms of the invention herein 

shown and described are what are believed 
to be preferable embodiments thereof, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that various 
forms, modifications and arrangement of 
the parts as shown may be had Without de 
parting from the Spirit and Scope of the in 
vention as claimed. 
What I claim as new is:– 
In a device of the class described, a re 

ceptacle having mail receiving and exit 
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openings therein, a shaft journaled trans- In testimonywhereofI affix my signature 
versely of the receptacle, a ratchet wheel on in presence of two witnesses. 
one end of said shaft, a spring-pressed pawl JOZSEF BIHON carried by the casing engaging said ratchet 

3 Wheel, longitudinal bars Secured to said Witnesses: 
shaft, letterplatforms hinged to said bars, L. L. BANE, 
and means for revolving said shaft. JAs. CILINTON BANE. 
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.º 


