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The right end of the main portion of the stretcher top 
terminates with a cross bar 55 of T shaped cross section 
(see FIG. 5) and the ends of the border frame are in 
clined rearwardly and downwardly as at 56. Short hinge 
support plates 57 are welded to the inside of the border 
frame and project therefrom to support hinge pivots 58. 
A stretcher top foot extension 59 having a border frame 
60 and extension top plate 61 is swingably connected to 
the pivots with the ends of the frame 60 slanted to mate 
with the ends 56. 
The stretcher top extension 59 is held and controlled 

in its position, first by inclined links 6 pivoted to ear 62 
on the support post 10 and to the underside of the foot 
extension at 63. The main stretcher top has downwardly 
and rearwardly inclined fixed pivot support bars 64 se 
cured to the T-shaped cross member 55 and extending 
downwardly in spaced clearing relation to the post 10 
and the upright plates 5 as well as the end of the sup 
port frame 15. Brace bars 65 welded to the bars 64 and 
extending back to the underside of the main stretcher top 
fix the position of pivots 66 relative to the main portion 
of the stretcher top. 

Toggle links having lower toggle bars 67 and upper tog 
gle bars 68 are pivotally connected at 69 with the lower 
bars connected to pivots 66 and the upper bars pivoted to 
the underside of the foot extension at 70. The upper bars 
68 have stops 71 that engage the lower bars with the 
pivots 69 slightly past or below the center line between 
pivots 66 and 70 when the foot extension is fully raised 
as shown in FIG. 3. This locks the foot extension in 
raised position. The over center toggle lock may be 
broken by hand lever 72 pivoted at 73 and engageable 
with a cross rod 74 connecting the upper ends of upper 
links 68 above the pivots 70. 

It will be noted that the toggle 67-68 cannot be 
straightened and locked with the foot extension 59 raised 
and closed on the main stretcher top 49 without the link 
61 which is connected to the post 10 pulling both the 
foot extension 59 and the main stretcher top 49 back 
on the slide rollers until the entire stretcher top is cen 
tered over the wheels 3 as shown by the dotted lines at 
49A and 59A in FIG.1. The same connection and action 
of the link 61 causes both stretcher sections to slide to the 
right as the foot extension is lowered as shown by the full 
lines in FIG. 1. Thus the weight of the patient is moved 
automatically forward and the end of the main section 
49 is moved over the wheels to the most convenient posi 
tion for the doctor when the foot extension is dropped. 
The stretcher cannot be left with the foot extension up 
and extended longitudinally in an unbalanced position. 
This eliminates the danger of a patient being placed on an 
unstable stretcher. 

Other attachments may be added to the stretcher as 
desired. For example 75 indicates sockets for leg rest 
posts. Permanent or folding side rails may be connected 
to the cross bars of the stretcher top as in the patent 
identified above. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 

mounted on wheels, 
uprights mounted at each end of said base each con 

sisting of laterally spaced support plates, 
support posts vertically adjustably mounted on said 

uprights and laterally retained therebetween with 
one post pivotally supported and the other swing 
ably supported to swing about the pivotal Support 
of the other, cross bars fixedly connected to the tops 
of said posts and having laterally spaced guides 
connected to each end, 

rollers forming top supports mounted between said 
guides below the upper ends of the guides, 

a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 
slide bars on its underside positioned between said 
guides and longitudinally slidably supported by said 
rollers, 
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4. 
an end cross member on said frame, depending fixed 

pivot supports connected to said end cross member 
ber and an intermediate underside portion of said 
frame and disposed on each side of one of said up 
rights underneath said top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame with downwardly and forwardly inclined break 
joint ends adjacent the ends of said stretcher frame, 
means forming a transverse pivot connection be 
tween the ends of said stretcher frame and said ex 
tension frame alined with said break joint ends, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between said one 
upright and said extension frame at points spaced 
from the pivot between said frame and said frame 
extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot Support below said rigid link and an upper bar 
pivoted to said extension frame in outwardly spaced 
Ielation from said pivot connection between said 
top frame and said extension frame and the con 
nection between said first link and said frame exten 
SIO, 

a pivot connecting the adjacent ends of said bars, 
a stop on One of Said bars limiting movement to a 

slight over-center locking position between pivots on 
Said upright and said frame extension with said frame 
extension in erected continuation of said stretcher 
frame, 

and a release lever pivoted on said frame extension and 
engageable with the upper bar of said toggle link to 
break the over-center position of the bars of the 
toggle link. 

2. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 
mounted on wheels, 

uprights mounted at each end of said base each con 
sisting of laterally spaced support plates, 

Support posts vertically adjustably mounted on said 
uprights and laterally retained therebetween, cross 
bars fixedly connected to the tops of said posts and 
having laterally spaced guides connected to each end, 

rollers forming top supports mounted between said 
guides below the upper ends of the guides, 

a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 
slide bars on its underside positioned between said 
guides and longitudinally slidably supported by said 
rollers, 

an end cross member on said frame, depending fixed 
pivot supports connected to said end cross member 
and an intermediate underside portion of said frame 
and disposed one each side of one of said uprights 
underneath said top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame means forming a transverse pivot connection 
between the ends of said stretcher frame and said 
extension frame, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between said one 
upright and said extension frame at points spaced 
from the pivot between said frame and said frame 
extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot and an upper bar pivoted to said extension 
frame in outwardly spaced relation from said pivot 
connection to said top frame and said extension 
frame, 

a pivot connecting the adjacent ends of said bars, 
a stop on one of said bars limiting movement to a 

slight over-center locking position between said fixed 
pivots and said frame extension with said frame ex 
tension in erected continuation of said stretcher 
frame, 

and a release lever pivoted on said frame extension and 
engageable with the upper bar of said toggle link 
to break the over-center position of the bars of the 
toggle link. 
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3. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 
mounted on wheels, 

uprights mounted at each end of said base, 
support posts vertically adjustably mounted on said 

uprights and laterally retained thereby, cross bars 
fixedly connected to the tops of said posts and having 
laterally spaced guides connected to each end, 

slide supports mounted between said guides, 
a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 

slide bars on its underside positioned between said 
guides and longtudinally slidably supported by said 
slide Supports, 

depending fixed pivot supports connected to said frame 
and disposed on each side of one of said uprights 
underneath said top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame, 

means forming a transverse pivot connection between 
the ends of said stretcher frame and said extension 
frame, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between said 
one upright and said extension frame at points 
spaced from the pivot between said frame and said 
frame extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot and an upper bar pivoted to said extension 
frame in outwardly spaced relation from said pivot 
connection between said top frame and said exten 
sion frame, 
pivot connecting the adjacent ends of said bars, 
stop on one of said bars limiting movement to a 
slight over-center locking position between said fixed 
pivots and said frame extension with said frame ex 
tension in erected continuation of Said stretcher 
frame, 

and a release lever pivoted on one of said frames and 
engageable with the upper bar of said toggle link to 
break the over-center position of the bars of the 
toggle link. 

4. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 
mounted on wheels, 

uprights mounted at each end of said base, 
support posts tiltably adjustably mounted on said up 

rights and laterally retained thereby, cross bars fixed 
ly connected to the tops of said posts, 

slide supports mounted on the ends of cross bars, 
a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 

slide bars on its underside slidably supported by 
said slide supports, 

means forming depending fixed pivot supports con 
nected to said frame and disposed underneath said 
top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame, 

means forming a transverse pivot connection between 
the ends of said stretcher frame and said extension 
frame, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between the up 
right adjacent said transverse pivot and said exten 
sion frame at points spaced from the pivot between 
said frame and said frame extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot supports and an upper bar pivoted to said 
extension frame in outwardly spaced relation from 
said pivot connection between said top frame and 
said extension frame, 
pivot connecting the adjacent ends of said bars, 

a stop on one of said bars limiting movement of the 
bars, to a slight over-center locking position be 
tween pivots on said fixed pivot supports and said 
frame extension with said frame extension in erected 
continuation of said stretcher frame, 

and a release member mounted on one of said frame 
members and engageable with one bar of said toggle 
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link to break the over-center position of the bars 
of the toggle link. 

5. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 
mounted on wheels, 

uprights mounted at each end of said base each consist 
ing of laterally spaced support plates, 

Support posts vertically adjustably mounted on said 
uprights and laterally retained therebetween with 
one post pivotally supported and the other swingably 
supported to Swing about the pivotal support of the 
other, 

cross bars fixedly connected to the tops of said posts 
and having slide supports connected to each end, 

a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 
slide bars on its underside slidably supported by 
said slide supports, 

means forming a depending fixed pivot support con 
nected to said frame and disposed on one side of 
one of said uprights underneath said top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame with downwardly and forwardly inclined break 
joint ends adjacent the ends of the said stretcher 
frame, 

means forming a transverse pivot connection between 
the ends of said stretcher frame and said extension 
frame, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between said one 
upright and said extension frame at points spaced 
from the pivot between said frame and said frame 
extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot support below said rigid link and an upper 
bar pivoted to said extension frame in outwardly 
spaced relation from said pivot connection between 
said top frame and said extension frame and the con 
nection between said first link and said frame exten 
S10n, 

a pivot connecting the adjacent ends of said bars, 
a stop on one of said bars limiting movement to a slight 

over-center locking position between pivots on said 
fixed pivot support and said frame extension with 
said frame extension in erected continuation of said 
stretcher frame, 

and a release means mounted on one of said frame 
members engageable with the upper bar of said tog 
gle link to break the over-center position of the bars 
of the toggle link. 

6. A mobile hospital stretcher comprising a base 
mounted on wheels, 

uprights mounted at each end of said base, 
support posts vertically adjustably mounted on said 

uprights and laterally retained thereby, 
cross bars fixedly connected to the tops of said posts 

and having slide supports connected to each end, 
a stretcher top having a frame with spaced longitudinal 

slide bars on its underside slidably supported by 
said slide supports, 

means forming a depending fixed pivot support con 
nected to said frame and disposed on one side of 
one of said uprights underneath said top, 

a stretcher top foot extension having an extension 
frame with downwardly and forwardly inclined break 
joint ends adjacent the ends of said stretcher frame, 

means forming a transverse pivot connection between 
the ends of said stretcher frame and said extension 
frame, 

a first rigid link pivotally connected between said one 
upright and said extension frame at points spaced 
from the pivot between said frame and said frame 
extension, 

a toggle link having a lower bar pivoted to said fixed 
pivot support below said rigid link and an upper 
bar pivoted to said extension frame in outwardly 
spaced relation from said pivot connection between 
said top frame and said extension frame, 
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