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To ali whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HermaNN ANeEr-

_ STEIN, a subject of the King of Prussia, Em-
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peror of Germany, and resident of Berlin,
(Germany, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Af-

fixing Stamps to Letters, of which the fol--

lowing is a specification.
My invention consists of improvements
in the machine of co-pending application,

- Serial No. 492417, Isselhorst and Anger-
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stein, stamp feeding device. The machine

of this invention comprises a stamp-feeding

mechanism, operating means for the same,
and a battery of stamp reels, there being as
many reels in the battery as there are de-
sired different denominations of stamps.
The battery of reels is shiftable with respect
to the stamp-feeding and operating mecha-
nism in order to bring into operative rela-
tion with the stamp-feeding mechanism the
reel carrying stamps of any desired denomi-

- nation. - Thus, by properly positioning the
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battery of stamp reels, stamps of any de-
sired denomination carried by the machine
may be fed from the appropriate reel, and
delivered at the proper point. In the ma-
chine of the .application mentioned, stamps
so delivered are applied to envelops by a
suitable mechanism.

This invention consists particularly in an
interlock between the battery of stamp reels,

and an operating means for the feeding

mechanism. The purpose of the interlock
is, first, to fix the position of the battery of
stamp reels while the feeding mechanism is
being operated to feed stamps from any one
of the reels, so-that that operation may not
be interfered with; and second, to prevent
the operation of the feeding mechanism un-
less one of the stamp reels is in the proper
positional relation with respect to the feed-
ing mechanism for the feeding to take place
accurately and properly. ‘

In the accompanying drawings I show
one embodiment of my 1nvention.

Figure 1 represents the improved appa-

ratus in vertical section; while Fig. 2 is a
ground plan view of the same.

Only so much of the several mechanisms
is shown as is needed for a complete dis-
closure of this invention. For the remain-
ing mechanisms of the machine, reference

°

may be had to the co-pending application

above referred to.

A battery of stamp reels f carried by a lat-
erally <hiftable frame ¢ is shown slidably
mounted for shifting on a shaft passing
transversely of the lower part of the casing
of the machine. Any desired means may be

provided to accomplish this lateral shifting."

Also mounted in the casing transversely
thereof and in this embodiment parallel to
the shaft carrying the stamp reels 7 is a
second shaft carrying a notched disk c.
This shaft constitutes the operating means
for the feeding mechanism of the machine,
and is rotatable by means of the crank £,
and the gears shown in dotted lines.

The interlock between the operating shaft
carrying the notched disk ¢ and the stamp
reel f comprises an interlocking member &
in the form of a lever pivoted adjacent the
shaft carrying the disk ¢, and having one
end extended over the stamp reels, and the
other end extended without the casing,
whereby the lever may be rocked on its pivot
by hand. The lever constitutes a pawl, be-
ing provided with a projection ¢ on its un-
derside, as shown, which hormally engages

the notch in the disk ¢. Tt is pressed to this.

position by the flat spring shown on its up-
per side, or by any other suitable means.
As long as the interlocking member 5 en-
gages the notched disk ¢, it is not possible
to move the operating means through its
crank %. The frame g of the stamp reels f
is provided with an upper extension % con-
stituting a yoke, this extension being pro-
vided on its outer side with a plurality of
notches 4. The end e of the interlocking
member b is adapted when the member %
is moved to the dotted-line position shown
in Fig. 1, to engage one or the other of the
notches, depending upon the position of the

stamp reels f. The notches are so posi-

tioned with respect to the intérlocking mem-
ber b, and the respective reels of the bat-
tery, that whenever the battery is so posi-
tioned that the end ¢ of the member 5
may enter a notch ¢, one of the stamp reels

is In a position for stamps to be fed from,

it by the feeding mechanism of the machine.

Unless the battery of stamp reels is in po-.

sition for the end ¢ of member b to enter
in notch 4, that lever may not be raised high
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“enongh to clear the notch in the disk .

Therefore, the operating means cannot be
moved until one of the recls is in the proper
position. This interlock, therefore, pre-
vents movement of the operating means un-
less the battery of stamp reels is in the
proper relative position. Further, as will
be apparent upon consideration of its op-
eration, the battery of stamp reels cannot be
shifted during movement of the operating
means, since, once the interlocking member
b is disengaged from the disk ¢, and move-
ment his been” commenced, the interlocking
member rides on the outer periphery of the
disk ¢, and the end ¢ is maintained in en-
gagement in one of the notches ¢, the inter-
locking member being held in the dotted-line
position shown in Iig. 1. Moreover, the
mterlocking member is not returned to nor-
mal- position until the notch in the disk ¢
has been returned to normal position. In

~ the usual operation, this will not take place
“until the disk ¢ has been rotated through
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one complete revolution, rotation taking
place in the same direction.

“While T have described the best form of
niy invention now known to me, I desire
1t understood that my invention may be
given many forms without departing from
its legal purview, and T desire to cover all
such forms in the annexed claims.

What I claim is—

1. In a stamp-affixing machine, a rela-
tively shiftable battery of stamp Treels, an
operating shaft adapted to actuate a stamp-
feeding mechanism, and an interlock be-
tween said shaft and said battery of said

~ stamp reels, said interlock being adapted to

40

prevent the shifting of said stamp reels
during the rotation of said operating shaft.

2. In a stamp-affixing machine, a revolu-
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ble shaft adapted to operate a stamp-feeding
mechanism, a relatively shiftable battery of
stamp reels, and interlocking parts respec-
tively connected with each of said battery
of stamp reels and said shaft, one of said
parts having a defined unlocking position
and the other having a multiple number of
unlocking positions, each of said parts hav-
ing a defined range of inovement within
which the other is locked.

3. In a stamp-affixing machine, a shaft
adapted to operate a stamp-feeding mecha-
nism, a relatively shiftable battery of stamp
reels, an interlocking  member, locking
means carried by said battery of stamp reels
normally disengaged from said member,
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locking means carried by said shaft normally

engaged by said member to prevent operative
movement, said interlocking member being
movable simultaneously to engage and lock
said stamp reels and to release the shaft,
and means whereby said interlocking mem-
ber is maintained in the aforesaid reel-lock-
ing position for a predetermined movement
of said shaft. - '
" 4. In a stamp-affixing machine, a shaft
adapted to operate a stamp-feeding mecha-
nism, a battery of stamp reels movable with
respect to the shaft, a disk rotated by the
shaft, a locking pawl normally engaging
and locking the disk, an extension on said
pawl, and a yoke connected with the stamp
reels adapted to be engaged and locked by
said extension when said pawl is disengaged
from the said disk. :

In witness whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two witnesses.

" HERMANN ANGERSTEIN.
.Witnesses: ’
Worpemar Hauer,
Hexry Hasper.
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