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(57) Abstract: A method of supporting vocabulary and language learning by positioning at least one microphone (302, 304, 307,
& 309) so as to capture speech in the listening environment of a learner. The microphone (302, 304, 307, 309) is monitored to develop
a speech signal. The speech signal is analyzed to determine at least one characteristic of the speech or vocalization, wherein the
characteristic indicates a qualitative or quantitative feature of the speech. The determined characteristic is compared to a preselected
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with the speech signal (301) or person (201) who potentially can affect the language environment of the learner.
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The inventions listed as Groups II and IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group II lacks the same or
corresponding special technical features found in Group IV including, but not limited to, a sound processor coupled to a sound capture
component and operable to analyze a sound signal from the sound capture component and identify characteristics of captured sounds.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
Group 1, claim(s) 1-13, drawn to a method of supporting language development.

Group II, claim(s) 14-19, drawn to a method of supported learning.
Group 111, claim(s) 20, drawn to a method for teaching vocabulary.
Group [V, claimy(s) 21-30, drawn to a system for supporting language acquisition.

Group V, claim(s) 31-38, drawn to a system for assessing the language development of children and adults.

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group II lacks the same or corresponding
special technical features found in Group 1 including, but not limited to, comparing a determined characteristic to a preselected standard or
change over time.

The inventions listed as Groups I and III do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group I lacks the same or corresponding
technical features found in Group III including, but not limited to, feeding back information about the indirect teaching of the vocabulary
words to the student, and/or third party involved in the direct teaching.

The inventions listed as Groups I and IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group I lacks the same or corresponding
special technical features found in Group IV, including but not limited to, a sound processor coupled to the sound capture component and
operable to analyze a sound signal from the sound capture component and identify characteristics of the captured sounds.

The inventions listed as Groups I and V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group I lacks the same or corresponding
special technical features found in Group V including, but not limited to, a speck capture component operable to capture vocalizations and
uiterances of people in natural settings and a speck processor coupled to the speech capture component and operable to analyze captured
vocalizations and utterances identifying characteristics of the captured vocalizations and utterances.

The inventions listed as Groups 11 and III do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group II lacks the same or corresponding
special tec:'hnica] features found in Group III including, but not limited to, feeding back information about indirect teaching of vocabulary
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