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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that T, Osxar MELBYE, 2 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ana-
cortes, in the county of Skagit and State of
Washington, have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Rowlocks, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to row-locks. Its
object is to provide a device of this charac-
ter which will securely hold an oar from un-
shipping even in the roughest water; which
will allow the oar to be easily and noiselessly
operated ; which will permit of the oar being
laid lengthwise in the boat without detach-
ment from the lock; and which can be
readily dismembered or reassembled under
the most unfavorable conditions, such' as
when the boat is rolling in a sea-way or in
the dark.

With these ends in view the invention
consists in the novel construction, adapta-
tion and combination of elements as will be
hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a front elevation of a row-lock embodying
my invention. TFig. 2 is a view partly in
side elevation and partly in vertical section
of the same. Fig. 8 is a plan view. - Fig. 4
is a cross sectional view of portions of the
device.

The reference numerals 5 and 6 designate
the limbs of what may be termed the row-
lock frame and are arranged in angular re-
lation with each other for being respectively
secured to the gunwale and framing of a
boat, as by the use of screws 7. Provided
at the lower end of the limb 6 is a trans-
versely arranged socket for a bolt 8 where-
by the row-lock holder 9 is hingedly con-
nected with said frame. In proximity to
its lower end the limb is accordingly bi-
furcated to afford a recess 11 for the recep-
tion of a socketed end 10 of said holder.
Said bolt is provided at one end with a head
12 and has near its other end a radially dis-
posed pin 18 which prevents the with-
drawal of the bolt from the holder socket
until the bolt has been turned to present
the pin in line with grooves 14 and 15 re-
spectively extending from the apertures of
the frame and holding sockets. The groove
14 of the frame, and to one side of the re-
cess 11, terminates in a shoulder 16 to stop
the withdrawal of the bolt after it has been
sufficiently moved to release the holder.
Similarly to the frame, the holder is pro-

vided with correspondingly arranged limbs
17 and 18 which are disposed to lie when
in operation against the limbs 6 and 5 of
said plate. Upon the upper face of frame-
limb 5 are two ledges 19 which are spaced
apart to accommodate the holder limb 18
therebetween. 20 isa latch-bar which is piv-
otally connected with the frame-limb 6 near
one of its lateral edges and is adapted to be
swung into engagement with a hook 21 po-
sitioned near the opposite edge of the frame.
This latch is employed to lock the holder in
its operative position to the frame, as illus-
trated in Fig. 1 and as indicated by broken
lines in Fig. 2. ,

Projecting upwardly from the holder-limb
18 is an annulus 22 which is exteriorly
screw - threaded for engagement with the
threads within the peripheral wall of a cap
93. Extending through a centrally disposed
hole 24 of the cap is a stud 25 depending
from an element 26 of a support. Provided
upon the lower end of said stud is a disk 27
serving as a table against which bear anti-
friction balls 28 and 29 interposed between
the disk and opposing faces of the aforesaid
holder and cap. The element 26 is provided
with a cylindrical chamber wherein is a
correspondingly shaped bar 31’ which is
integrally connected through an opening 30
of said element with a stirrup-shaped mem-
ber 81. The latter is machined to furnish
a circular opening and to provide a groove
83 for a circumferential rib 34 of a sleeve
35 which is seated for rotation in the open-
ing 82. This sleeve is formed with a cylin-
drical slot 86 extending its entire length and
of a width slightly greater than the thick-
ness of an oar-blade, so that the oar may
be introduced into the sleeve by first insert-
ing the blade and then moving the same axi-
ally outward until the oar is in position to
have a hole therein provided to receive a
pin 87 provided on a spring-latch 88 secured
to the sleeve. '

The operation of the invention is as fol-
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lows: The oar being introduced within the .

sleeve as above explained, is brought into
operative position by swinging the holder
9 about its pivotal connection 8, and where-
upon it is secured by the latch 20. So posi-
tioned, the limb 18 of the holder is secured
against horizontal displacement through the
offices of the frame ledges 19. When an oar
is to be drawn into the boat the latch 20
is released from its catch 21 to free the
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: ‘gh(')'ldéyr'vyvhich ‘may then be swung into the
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boat to carry the oar therewith. To unship
the oar the latch 88 is uncoupled therefrom,

- whereupon the oar may be moved endwise
until the blade is within the sleeve where-

from it is readily removed through the
slot 36. ‘

~ The holder with the superattached parts,
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including the oar if desired, may be re-

moved from connection ‘with the frame by
- manipulating the bolt 8 so that

the pin 13
thereof will- enter the grooves 14 and 15.
when brought into alinement. :
With the present devices the principal
wearing surfaces may be thoroughly Iubri-
cated by a supply of oil carried within the
element 26 and also within the ‘cavity of the

o annulus 292; -
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_Attention is directed to the fact that all
of the motions commionly given . to an oar in

_rowing are accommodated yet the parts are

so intimately connected that such play is

- accomplished without lost motion. or- with

- the accompanying noises incident to appa-
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ratus hitherto in-use. Furthermore, the oar,

-the row-lock proper, and the holder therefor

are capable of being swung over into the
boat.  In addition to these functions the last
mentioned elements can be detached from
the frame, which is fixedly connected to the
boat, and removed from the latter as a safe-
guard thereto against theft. The principal

demand for a device such as mine is believed. |

to be in life-boats, and in vessels of small
size which rely but partially upon oars for
propulsion and then, principally, when
making a landing or in going out through a

985,049

surf, wherein the loss of row-locks is so
common that recourse is oftentimes even

'had to thole-pins.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters-
Patent, is— - ’ o

1. A rowlock comprising a slotted sleeve,
means for detachably connecting said sleeve
to an oar at a predetermined position with
respect to the length of the latter, a stirrup-
member wherein ‘said sleeve is rotatably
mounted; a support for tiltably sustaining
said member, a holder for the support, said
holder being provided with a-receptacle to
receive the lower end of the support, a frame
adapted to be fixedly secured to a boat, and
means for hingedly connecting the holder
to the frame. ‘

2. A row-lock comprising a slotted sleeve,
means for detachably connecting said sleeve
to an oar at a predetermined position with
respect to the length of the latter, a stirrup-
member wherein said sleeve is rotatably
mounted, a support for tiltably sustaining
said member, a holder for the support, said
holder being provided with a receptacle to
receive the lower end of the support, a plu-

rality of balls within the receptacle to afford

anti-friction bearings for said support, a
frame adapted to be fixedly secured to a
boat, and means for hingedly connecting the
holder to the frame. S

OSKAR MELBYE.

_ Witnesses:-
H. Barngzs,
A. H. SHOEMAKER,.
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