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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JACOB A. BEIDLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lan-
ark, in the county of Carroll and State of I1li-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Book Holders and Markers,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

The object of this invention is to provide a
handy adjunct for users of books for keeping
open a book at any desired place, and at the
same time marking that place without inter-
fering with the ready turning of its leaves.

The invention consists of a resilient sinu-
ous device adapted to be extended tospan the
back of an open book from edge to edge and
hold the book in such open state as to overlie
the leaves, and at the same time serve to mark
a desired place in the book and on any part
of the page, the device in its simplest and
most convenient and inexpensive form being
constructed of spring-wire bent in and out or
sinuously, in order to possess the capability of
extension to adapt it to books of different
width, and yet retain sufficient foree fo se-
curely hold the book open.

In the accompanying drawings, in the sev-
eral figures of which like parts are similarly
designated, Figure 1 is a perspective view of
the device applied to an open book; and Figs.
2, 3, and 4 show in perspective some of the
various forms in which my invention may be
congtructed. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of
a preferred form, and Iig. 6 is an edge eleva-
tion of the form shown in Fig. 5, both these
last two views showing the deviee extended.

As here shown, I construct my device of a
wire, @, having a number of sinuosities, b,
joined by coils cand terminating in fingersd,
which are elevated above and overlie the body
of the device, or, technically, “veturn.” The
endsor fingers d d are finiched off in any suit-
able manner—as by coiling—to form a smooth
finish that will not be caught by the leaves of
the book, and which, while holding down the
leaves, will permit them to be easily disen-
gaged for turning.

The central bend may be larger than the
others, as shown in Fig. 2, to embrace the
back of the book, or even to straddle it.

In normal position (of disuse) the limbs of

the bends may be parallel, as in Figs. 2 and
4; or they may be convergent, as in Fig. 3.

The coils ¢ may be used as shown in Figs.
1, 2, 3, 5, and 6; or they may be omitted, as
shown in Fig. 4. 1 prefer to use them, for
with them a holder of given resilience may be
made from smaller wire than would be neces-
sary for the same vesilience in a holder with-
out them, and it is desirable to make the
holder as light as possible. v

The form shown in Fig. 3 will give the
greatest extensibility in a given length of
wire. _

The fingers d not only serve to hold down
the leaves, but they may be moved so as to
mark any particular line on a page.

I do not limit my invention fo any particn-
lar size or form of sinuosities.

The fingers d may stand in planes substan-
tially at right angles to the limbs, as shown.
These fingers may be covered with any suit-
ablesubstance—such as rubber tubing e; Figs.
5 and 6-—to prevent abrasion or cutting of the
book; and so, also, to prevent abrasion of the
bhook and of articles of furniture upon which
the device, applied to a book, may be used—
as, for example, the music-desk of a piano or
organ—the holder may be provided with a
cord, f, or bits of ribbon ¢, or other non-abra-
sive material applied in or to its coils or limbs.
The cord f may subserve the further purpose
of limiting the extensibility of the holder to
within its resiliency, and thus preventing un-
duly straining the spring, though such pre-
caution is not absolutely necessary.

What I elaim is—

1. A book-holder constructed of resilient
material or substance arranged in sinuous
form and longitudinally extensible, so as to
provide for adaptation to books of different
widths, substantially as deseribed.

2, A sinnous wire having its ends d elevated
above the hody and returned upon and over
the hody, substantially as deseribed, and
adapted for uge as a book-holder.

3. A book-holder constructed of a longi-
tudinally-extensible sinuous wire, having its
ends returned and elevated above the body
of the wirve, and rendered smooth to permit
the leaves to be moved freely from under
them, substantially as deseribed.
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4, A Dook-holder constructed of wire bent
back and forth upon itself with integral coils
interposed and extensible longitudinally, to
adapt it to hooks of different widths, and ter-
minating in leaf-engaging fingers, substan-
tially as described. .

5. A book-holder constructed of wire hav-
ing sinuosities, the middle one of which is
larger thanthe others, to engage the hack of
a hool, and extensible lengthwise to fit books
of different width, and leaf-engaging termi-
nalg, substantially as deseribed.

6. A book holder and marker construcled
of resilient material or substanece arranged in
sinuous form, and thereby adapted to be ex-
tended lengthwise to be applied to books of
different. widthyg, and having fingers rising
therefrom at each end in planes substantially
at right angles to its sinuosities, substantially
as described.

7. A boolkk holder and marker constructed
of resilient matevial or substance arranged in
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sinuous form and extensible lengthwise to fit
hooks of different widths, and provided with
loosely -applied non -abrading substance or
material, substantially as described.

8. A book-holder coustructed of coiled resil-
ient material or substance arranged in sinu-
ous form and provided with a cord or other
non-abrading material or substance reeved
through its coils, substantially as deseribed.

9. A book holder and marker constructed
of resilient material or substance arranged in
sinuous form and provided with end fingers
returned nupon and overthe body of the holder,
and having non-abrading material or sub-
stance applied thereto, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whercof I have hereunto set
my hand this 6th day of April, A. D. 1888.

JACOB A. BEIDLER.

Witnesses:

B. F. Browx,
S DL LOWMAN.
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