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A method for producing a noise-reduced digital color image,
includes providing an image having panchromatic pixels and color pixels
corresponding to at least two color photoresponses; providing from the image a
panchromatic image and at least one color image; and using the panchromatic
image and the color image to produce the noise-reduced digital color image by
setting a plurality of color characteristics equal to the corresponding panchromatic

characteristics at each color pixel location.
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