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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to office pods or similar.

BACKGROUND

[0002] This section illustrates useful background information without admission of any technique described herein
representative of the state of the art.
[0003] Officepods, suchassoundproofmeeting,workingorphonebooths,are increasinglyused inmodern furnishingof
workplaces as well as public spaces. Such pods are often used for working, meetings, telephone calls and video
conferencing.
[0004] A conventional office pod comprises opposite wall modules connected to each other by a floor module at the
bottom and a ceiling module at the top. These modules form a rigid chassis to which window and/or door frames are
attached at sides. The wall modules comprise alternating sound stopping and sound absorbing layers, and an exterior
cover (skin layer) at an outermost layer.
[0005] In recent times, these kinds of office pods are increasingly more expensive to manufacture.
[0006] GB 2 581 995 A discloses an office pod enclosing a soundproof workspace inside of the pod, comprising: a front
load-bearing frame, a rear load-bearing frame, a skin layer and a ceiling.

SUMMARY

[0007] The invention is defined by the appended claims. It is an object of certain embodiments of the present disclosure
to provide a novel and inventive office pod of new design.
[0008] According to a first aspect of the invention there is provided an office pod enclosing a soundproof workspace
inside of the pod, with the features of appended claim 1.
[0009] A soundproof workspace in this context means that the office pod that encloses a soundproof workspace is
purposely configured to prevent sound from propagating to the outside of the office pod, especially at the human speech
frequency region. In preferable embodiments, the soundproofing is at a level at which spoken words inside the office pod
can no longer be recognized on the outside of the pod, i.e. said soundproofing renders the speech inside the pod
unintelligible on the outside of the pod.
[0010] Cross-dimensional in this context means dimensions that are not in the plane nor in parallel with the plane of the
load-bearing frame(s) in question. Further, providing cross-dimensional rigidity (or support) is this context means
providing (adequate) lateral bracing for the front and rear load-bearing frames. Accordingly, the skin layer providing
cross-dimensional rigidity maintains the rectangular shape of the volume between the frames (i.e. provides the effect that
the shape of the volume between the frames does not change).
[0011] In this context, a "load bearing" frame refers to a frame structure which provides point(s) of attachment and
structural support for the other parts of the pod. That is, a "load bearing" frame is a part which takes structural force load
from other above-floor parts of the pod and transfers it to the ground on which the pod stands.
[0012] In certain embodiments, the skin layer is in between the load-bearing frames substantially (generally) in the form
of a planar, uniform (non-perforated) surface. The planarity and uniformity of the skin layer contribute to a desired acoustic
behaviour. Here, the desired acoustic behaviour means a drumhead-like vibrating behaviour of the skin layer (as a
metaphor). That is, in certain embodiments, the planarity of the skin layer, particularly outside its peripheral regions,
enablesadvantageouslyminimizing its natural frequency,wherebyanynon-planar forms,especially angular onessuchas
corrugations, would detrimentally increase the natural frequency of the skin layer.
[0013] It is to be understood that any holes for means of fixing such as screws, bolts and the like are not to be construed
as deviations fromuniformity of (i.e. are not to be understood as perforations in) the skin layer, as such holes do not remain
open for sound to freely pass through in the assembled pod comprising the skin layer.
[0014] In certain embodiments, the skin layer is (generally) in the form of a plane (i.e., without e.g. corrugations). This
means in certain embodiments that elsewhere than in peripheral regions the skin layer is planar (in peripheral regions the
skin layermayhavenon-planar shapes for stiffeningand/or for attachment). In certainembodiments, of the total areaof the
skin layer, at least 80%, more preferably at least 90% is in the form of a plane (i.e. without corrugations or other angular
forms), with the non-planar forms, if any, residing at the peripheral regions of the skin layer.
[0015] In certain embodiments, the skin layer in between the load-bearing frames is formed of two or more generally
planar sub-pieces, especially 2, 3, or 4 sub-pieces, positioned adjacent to each other.
[0016] Each of the sub-pieces are generally in the form of a planar, uniform surface. The planarity and uniformity of the
sub-pieces of the skin layer contribute to said desired acoustic behaviour. The above-mentioned planarity requirements
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apply also in such case(s).
[0017] In certain embodiments the office pod is providedwith stiffening arrangement(s) at joining point(s) or region(s) at
which adjacent sub-pieces are joined together. Accordingly, similarly as in a one-piece implementation in which the
otherwise planar skin layer may be bent or curved at regions of the front and rear load-bearing frames (at which they are
attached to said frame(s)), the sub-pieces are also generally planar except that they may be bent or curved at regions at
which they are joined together with the frame(s) and/or adjacent sub-piece(s).
[0018] Accordingly, in certain embodiments, the office pod comprises a stiffening arrangement at a joining region at
which one sub-piece is joined together with an adjacent sub-piece.
[0019] In certain embodiments, the stiffening arrangement is arranged by bending the sub-pieces against each other
(and attaching an end portion of one sub-piece to an end portion of an adjacent sub-piece).
[0020] The office pod comprises the skin layer of sound stoppingmaterial forming an exterior surface (exterior cover) of
the pod. In certain embodiments, the skin layer is of sheet metal. In certain embodiments, the skin layer is of sheet metal
made of steel.
[0021] Sound stopping material, sometimes also known as soundproofing material, refers to material which predomi-
nantly blocks sound waves from travelling through that material, typically by reflection. Such materials are typically hard
and dense. Examples of such materials are steel and concrete.
[0022] The pod comprises a sidewall structure comprising said skin layer followed by a sound absorbingmaterial layer.
The sidewall structure is a layered structure. In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure comprises or consists of
superimposed layers. In certain embodiments, the sound absorbing material layer is superimposed on the skin layer.
[0023] In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure is implemented without a further sound stopping layer. That is, in
such cases, the skin layer is the only sound stopping layer in the sidewall (structure).
[0024] In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure comprises a sound absorbing element comprising a plurality of
sound absorbing material layers. In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure comprises a sound absorbing element
comprising an air layer. In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure comprises the soundabsorbing element or a sound
absorbing material layer spaced at a distance from the skin layer leaving an air layer therebetween. In certain embodi-
ments, the sound absorbing element is formed of or comprises a sound absorbing material layer and an air layer.
[0025] In certain embodiments, the air layer is positioned (sandwiched) in between the sound absorbing material layer
and the skin layer. In certain embodiments, the sound absorbing element comprises an inner liner layer facing the pod
interior. In certain embodiments, the inner liner has a higher flow resistivity than the sound absorbing material layer. In
certain embodiments, the inner liner layer forms a second sound absorbing material layer (whereas the first-mentioned
soundabsorbingmaterial layer formsa first soundabsorbingmaterial layer). In certain embodiments, the order of different
layers in the sidewall structure are as follows: skin layer (outermost layer), air layer, first sound absorbing material layer,
and inner liner layer (innermost layer). In certain other embodiments, the order of different layers in the sidewall structure
are as follows: skin layer (outermost layer), first sound absorbing material layer, air layer, and inner liner layer (innermost
layer). In certain yet other embodiments, the air layer resides in the middle of the first sound absorbing material layer. In
certain yet other embodiments, there are a plurality of air layers within the sidewall structure.
[0026] In certainembodiments, the layersof theof the sidewall structurearenonoverlapping in adirectionperpendicular
to the layers (i.e. in the direction that is perpendicular to largest-area surfaces of all layers).
[0027] Sound absorbing material refers to material which predominantly allows sound waves to propagate through the
material, but while doing so absorbs sound waves so that they do not create echo. Such materials are typically light and
airy. Examples of such materials are open-cell foams and textile fabrics.
[0028] It is to be understood, as a person skilled in the art readily does, that all materials possess to a degree both sound
stoppingandsoundabsorbingproperties, but that for example in the caseof concreteor steel, the soundstoppingproperty
vastly predominates the sound absorbing property, whereby such materials are understood to be sound stopping
materials. And correspondingly, in the case of, say, glass wool, open cell foam, fibrous felt and textile fabric, the sound
absorbing property vastly predominates the sound stopping property, whereby suchmaterials are understood to be sound
absorbing materials.
[0029] In certain embodiments, a total mass of the sidewall structure is at most half, or preferably at most one third, of a
total mass of any of a front wall comprising the front load-bearing frame and a rear wall comprising the rear load-bearing
frame.
[0030] In certain embodiments, the total thickness of the sidewall structure is less than 200 mm, more preferably less
than 100 mm.
[0031] In certain embodiments, the sidewall structure is a non-modular structure. "Non-modular" in this context means
that the skin layer and the sound absorbing element form separate layers not forming an integrated whole.
[0032] In certain embodiments, the office pod comprises the skin layer being less stiff than any of the load-bearing
frames.
[0033] In certain embodiments, the skin layer is directly attached to the front and rear load-bearing frames.
[0034] In certain embodiments, the skin layer is indirectly attached to the front and rear load-bearing frames.
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[0035] In certain embodiments, the office pod comprises a connector (which may be a rigid connector) connecting the
front load-bearing frame and the rear load-bearing frame, and the skin layer being attached to the connector. In certain
embodiments, the connector is in the form of a bar or beam. In certain embodiments, the connector is hollow. In certain
embodiments, the hollow connector is to housewirings and/or electrical components. In certain embodiments, the hollow
connector provides a fire enclosure for mains voltage electric components of the pod thereby eliminating a need for a
separate fire enclosure for mains voltage electric components. When serving as such a fire enclosure, the hollow
connector is made of incombustible material such as of metal, preferably steel, or flame-retardant plastic, preferably 5VA
plastic.
[0036] In certain embodiments, the connector is a non-vertical connector. In certain embodiments, the connector is a
horizontal or substantially horizontal connector.
[0037] The office pod comprises said skin layer at both a left-hand side and a right-hand side of the pod, wherein a
chassis with cross-dimensional support is formed of said skin layers and said load-bearing frames.
[0038] In certain embodiments, the functional layers concernedwith soundproofing in a sidewall of the officepodconsist
of said skin layer, and said sound absorbing element, said sound absorbing element consisting of said sound absorbing
material layer with or without one or more air layers, and an optional inner liner (or interior panel) comprising sound
absorbing material (superimposed on said sound absorbing material layer).
[0039] The rigidity of the pod is enhanced by a ceiling structure attached to the front load-bearing frame and to the rear
load-bearing frame. In certain embodiments, the ceiling structure is preferably configured to implement a ventilation
function.
[0040] In certain embodiments, the rigidity of the pod is further enhanced by a floor structure attached to the front load-
bearing frame and to the rear load-bearing frame. In certain embodiments, said rigid connector is integrated into the floor
structure.
[0041] The front load-bearing frame and/or the rear load-bearing frame comprises a door. In certain embodiments, the
front load-bearing frame and/or the rear load-bearing frame surrounds or at least partly surrounds a door or a door frame.
[0042] The front load-bearing frame constitutes an outermost encircling element of the front wall. The rear load-bearing
frame constitutes an outermost encircling element of the rear wall.
[0043] According to a second example aspect of the invention there is provided a method of assembling the office pod
with the features of appended claim 11.
[0044] Different non-binding example aspects and embodiments have been illustrated in the foregoing. The embodi-
ments in the foregoing are used merely to explain selected aspects or steps that may be utilized in different implementa-
tions. Some embodiments and features may be presented only with reference to certain example aspects. It should be
appreciated that corresponding embodiments and features apply to other example aspects as well. Any appropriate
combinationsof theembodimentsmaybe formedwithin thescopeof theappendedclaims.Anyapparatusand/ormethods
in the description and/or figures not covered by the claims are examples useful for understanding the invention, which is
defined by the appended claims.

BRIEF DESRCIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0045] Some example embodiments will be described with reference to the accompanying figures, in which:

Fig. 1A shows an exploded view of parts of an office pod in accordance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 1B shows an assembly of the office pod with the parts shown in Fig. 1A;
Fig. 2A shows an exploded view of parts of an office pod in accordance with certain other embodiments;
Fig. 2B shows an assembly of the office pod with the parts shown in Fig. 2A;
Fig. 3A shows another exploded view of parts of an office pod in accordance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 3B shows an assembly of the office pod with the parts shown in Fig. 3A;
Fig. 4A shows yet another exploded view of parts of an office pod in accordance with certain embodi-

ments;
Fig. 4B shows an assembly of the office pod with the parts shown in Fig. 4A;
Fig. 5A shows yet another exploded view of parts of an office pod in accordance with certain embodi-

ments;
Fig. 5B shows an assembly of the office pod with the parts shown in Fig. 5A;
Fig. 6A shows an office pod cut by a virtual horizontal plane to obtain cross-sectional views in accor-

dance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 6B shows a first cross-sectional view;
Fig. 6C shown an alternative cross-sectional view;
Fig. 7A shows another office pod cut by a virtual horizontal plane to obtain a cross-sectional view;
Fig. 7B shows the cross-sectional view of the office pod of Fig. 7A;
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Fig. 8A shows another embodiment with an office pod cut by a virtual horizontal plane to obtain a cross-
sectional view;

Fig. 8B shows the cross-sectional view of the office pod of Fig. 8A;
Figs. 9A‑9C show cross-sectional views of a sidewall structure of an office pod in accordance with the certain

embodiments;
Fig. 10A shows an exploded view of parts of a larger office pod in accordance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 10B shows an assembly of the office pod with parts shown in Fig. 10A;
Figs. 11A and 11B show magnifications of certain details of an office pod in accordance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 12 shows a magnification of yet another detail of an office pod in accordance with certain embodi-

ments;
Fig. 13 shows a magnification of yet another detail of an office pod in accordance with certain embodi-

ments;
Fig. 14 shows a further detail of an office pod in accordance with certain embodiments;
Fig. 15 show a cross brace and certain sound absorbing layers in an office pod in accordance with cer-

tain embodiments;
Fig. 16 shows certain layers of a sidewall structure of an office pod in accordance with certain embodi-

ments;
Fig. 17 shows positions of attachment points for a single piece skin layer in accordance with certain em-

bodiments; and
Fig. 18 shows positions of attachment points for a skin layer formed of a plurality of sub-pieces in accor-

dance with certain embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0046] In the following description, like reference signs denote like elements or steps. Reference is made to the Figs.
1‑18 with the following numerals and denotations:

100, 200, 300, 1300 Office pod
110, 210, 1210 Front load-bearing frame
120, 220, 1220 Rear load-bearing frame
130, 230 Left-hand side skin layer
131‑134, 231‑234 Attachment point
140, 240 Right-hand side skin layer
141‑144, 241‑244, 24X Attachment point
214, 224 Attachment element
215, 225 Magnet
230a, 230b, 1230a, 1230b Sub-pieces of left-hand side skin layer
240a, 240b, 1240a, 1240b Sub-pieces of right-hand side skin layer
240c, 1240c Stiffening arrangement
245, 245’ Sound absorbing layer
245a Sound absorbing material layer
245b Air layer
246 Interior panel, inner liner layer
251, 1251 First connector
252 Second connector
255 Sound absorbing element
261, 1261 Third connector
262 Fourth connector
270, 370, 1370 Ceiling structure
271, 1271 Integrated ventilation system
280, 380, 1380 Floor structure
351, 361 Connectors integrated with ceiling structure
352, 362, 1352, 1362 Connectors integrated with floor structure
1231, 1232 Attachment point
1235 Add-on rail
1393 First corner piece
1394 Second corner piece
1555 Cross brace
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1666 Hollow bar
d1 Thickness of skin layer
d2 Thickness of sound absorbing element
da Thickness of sound absorbing material layer
db Thickness of air layer

[0047] Embodiments of an office pod in accordance with the present disclosure comprise a front load-bearing frame, a
rear load-bearing frame,andaskin layerattached inbetween the frontand rear load-bearing frames,wherein theskin layer
provides the front and rear load-bearing frameswith cross-dimensional rigidity. Accordingly, e.g., in certain embodiments,
the office pod comprises said skin layer at both a left-hand side and a right-hand side of the pod, wherein a chassis of the
pod with cross-dimensional rigidity (or support) is formed of said skin layers and said load-bearing frames. In certain
embodiments, cross-dimensional rigidity of said frames means a structural property of resisting the frames becoming
and/or being tilted from an upright position. In other words, cross-dimensional rigidity of said frames means resistance
against forces trying to alter the mutual position of said frames once erected, especially in a tilting manner.
[0048] Fig. 1A shows an exploded view of selected parts of an office pod 100 in accordance with certain embodiments,
and Fig. 1B shows an assembly of a chassis of the office pod 100 with the parts shown in Fig. 1A. The office pod 100
comprises a front load-bearing frame 110, a rear load-bearing frame 120, a left-hand side skin layer 130, and a right-hand
side skin layer 140. The left-hand side skin layer 130 is attached in between the front load-bearing frame 110 and the rear
load-bearing frame 120 at the left-hand side of the pod 100, and the right-hand side skin layer 140 is attached in between
the front load-bearing frame 110 and the rear load-bearing frame 120 at the right-hand side of the pod 100.
[0049] Said attaching "in between" the load-bearing frames in this context and further in the following descriptionmeans
that the skin layers reside in between the load-bearing frames but need not reside in between the load-bearing frames in
their absolute entirety. For example, edgeportions of the skin layer in certain embodiments are overlappingwith respect to
the respective load-bearing frames e.g. for an attachment purpose. Thus, a skin layer attached in between the front and
rear load-bearing frames is to be understood so that the skin layermay, at its peripheral regions, gain attachment from the
load-bearing frames in such a manner that the skin layer may, at said peripheral regions, overlap with the frames but is
otherwise between the load-bearing frames.
[0050] Theskin layer(s) 130, 140provide the front and rear load-bearing frames110, 120with cross-dimensional rigidity
(lateral bracing).
[0051] The left-hand side skin layer 130 comprises an attachment point 131‑134 at each corner (or corner region) of the
layer 130. Similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 140 comprises an attachment point 141‑144 at each corner (or corner
region) of the layer 140. The skin layers 130, 140 are attached to the front and rear load-bearing frames 110, 120 at the
attachment points 131‑134 and 141‑144 (preferably in an immovable manner) so as to provide the front and rear load-
bearing frames 110, 120 with cross-dimensional rigidity. Further, in certain embodiments, the skin layers 130, 140 in
between the frames 110, 120 generally are in the form of a planar, uniform surface (forming a sound stopping layer).
[0052] Fig. 2A shows an exploded view of selected parts of an office pod 200 in accordance with certain embodiments,
and Fig. 2B shows an assembly of a chassis of the office pod 200 with the parts shown in Fig. 2A. The office pod 200
comprises a front load-bearing frame 210, a rear load-bearing frame 220, a left-hand side skin layer 230, and a right-hand
side skin layer 240. The left-hand side skin layer 230 is attached in between the front load-bearing frame 210 and the rear
load-bearing frame 220 at the left-hand side of the pod 200, and the right-hand side skin layer 240 is attached in between
the front load-bearing frame 210 and the rear load-bearing frame 220 at the right-hand side of the pod 200. The skin
layer(s) 230, 240 provide the front and rear load-bearing frames 210, 220 with cross-dimensional rigidity (lateral bracing).
Further, in certain embodiments, the skin layers 230, 240 in between the frames 210, 220 generally are in the form of a
planar, uniform surface (forming a sound stopping layer).
[0053] The left-hand side skin layer 230 comprises an attachment point 231‑234 at each corner (or corner region) of the
layer 230. Similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 240 comprises an attachment point 241‑244 at each corner (or corner
region) of the layer 240. In contrast to the embodiments shown in Figs. 1A and 1B, the skin layers 230, 240 are not directly
attached to the frames 210, 220, but there are separate connectors 251, 252, 261, 262 connecting the frames 210, 220,
and the skin layers 230, 240 are attached to the frames 210, 220 (preferably in an immovable manner) via respective
connectors.
[0054] In the embodiments shown in Figs. 2A and 2B, the left-hand side skin layer 230 is attached at its top corners (or
corner regions) at attachment points 231 and232 to a first (upper) connector 251 attached in between the frames 210, 220
at the upper left-hand side of the pod 200. Similarly, the left-hand side skin layer 230 is attached at its lower corners (or
corner regions) at attachment points 233 and 234 to a second (lower) connector 252 attached in between the frames 210,
220 at the lower left-hand side of the pod 200.
[0055] The right-hand side skin layer 240 is attached at its top corners (or corner regions) at attachment points 241 and
242 to a third (upper) connector 261 attached in between the frames 210, 220 at the upper right-hand side of the pod 200.
And, similarly, the right-handsideskin layer240 isattachedat its lower corners (or corner regions)at attachmentpoints243
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and 244 to a fourth (lower) connector 262 attached in between the frames 210, 220 at the lower right-hand side of the pod
200.
[0056] The connectors 251, 252, 261, 262 themselves in certain embodiments are as such substantially non-participat-
ing as to functionally providing the front and rear load-bearing frames 210, 220with cross-dimensional rigidity, but the skin
layers 230 and240provide the front and rear load-bearing frames210, 220with cross-dimensional rigidity (as a combined
effect together with the connectors 251, 252, 261, 262 in certain embodiments).
[0057] Put more generally, the connectors 251, 252, 261 262 need not provide the front and rear load-bearing frames
210, 220with cross-dimensional rigidity due to skin layers 230, 240providing this functionality, though the connectors 251,
252, 261, 262 doing so is not detrimental to the rigidity of the pod chassis. Consequentially, the connectors 251, 252, 261,
262 may be attached to the front and rear load-bearing frames 210, 220 in a simple and economical manner.
[0058] Further, the embodiments shown in Fig. 1A‑2B present attachment points at corners or corner regions. It should
be noted that the present disclosure shall not be limited to solutions having attachment points only at corners (or corner
regions) but in embodiments of the present disclosure there are or may be attachment points also in other regions of the
respective skin layers (as shown for example in connectionwith Figs. 10A, 10B, 11A, and 11B in the following description).
However, any attachments point in these and further embodiments are preferably located at peripheral regions of the skin
layer(s). In certain embodiments, the skin layer(s) are attached at their peripheral regions and the remaining (i.e., centre)
region is non-attached. In certain embodiments, the skin layer(s) do not touch any structure behind them so that they are
able to freely vibrate.
[0059] Fig. 3A shows an exploded view of selected parts of the office pod 200 in accordancewith certain embodiments,
and Fig. 3B shows an assembly of a chassis plus a ceiling and a floor of the office pod 200with the parts shown in Fig. 3A.
Theembodiments shown inFigs.3Aand3Botherwisecompletely correspond to thestructureandoperationof thepod200
shown and described in the preceding in connection with Figs. 2A and 2B, but Figs. 3A and 3B further show a ceiling
structure270andafloor structure280attached to the front load-bearing frame210and to the rear load-bearing frame220.
In certain embodiments, the ceiling structure 270 and the floor structure 280 as such are substantially non-participating as
to functionally providing the front and rear load-bearing frames 210, 220 with cross-dimensional rigidity. However, in
certain embodiments, the rigidity of the pod 200 is further enhanced by attaching the ceiling structure 270 and the floor
structure 280.
[0060] Put more generally, the ceiling structure 270 and the floor structure 280 need not provide the front and rear load-
bearing frames 210, 220with cross-dimensional rigidity due to skin layers 230, 240 providing this functionality, though the
ceiling structure 270 and the floor structure 280 doing so is not detrimental to the rigidity of the pod chassis. Consequen-
tially, the ceiling structure 270 and the floor structure 280 may be attached to the front and rear load-bearing frames 210,
220 in a simple and economical manner.
[0061] In certain embodiments, the ceiling structure 270 is configured to implement a ventilation function. For this
purpose, in certain embodiments, the ceiling structure comprises an integrated ventilation system 271.
[0062] Fig. 4A shows an exploded view of selected parts of the office pod 200 in accordancewith certain embodiments,
and Fig. 4B shows an assembly of a chassis plus a ceiling and a floor of the office pod 200with the parts shown in Fig. 4A.
Theembodiments shown inFigs.4Aand4Botherwisecompletely correspond to thestructureandoperationof thepod200
shownanddescribed in thepreceding in connectionwithFigs. 2A, 2B, 3Aand3B, but Figs. 4Aand4B further show the left-
hand side skin layer 230 formed of two sub-pieces 230a and 230b. Similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 240 is formed of
two sub-pieces 240a and 240b. In certain embodiments, joining points or regions of the sub-pieces contain appropriate
stiffening arrangements (so as to provide stiffness to withstand a skin layer-bulging force caused for example a person in
the pod leaning against the wall). In certain embodiments, the joining regions reside at edge regions of the sub pieces,
while other areas (central areas) of the sub-pieces generally are in the form of a planar, uniform surface (forming a sound
stopping layer). The joining points or regions in certain embodiments contain or provide attachment loci for fixings with
which the sub-pieces 240a, 240b are attached together.
[0063] Fig. 5A shows an exploded view of selected parts of an office pod 300 in accordance with certain embodiments,
and Fig. 5B shows an assembly of a chassis plus a ceiling and a floor of the office pod 300with the parts shown in Fig. 5A.
Theembodiments shown inFigs.5Aand5Botherwisecompletely correspond to thestructureandoperationof thepod200
shown and described in the preceding in connection with Figs. 2A to 4B, but Figs. 5A and 5B further show the upper
connectors (marked by 351 and 361) integrated with the ceiling structure (marked by 370), and the lower connectors
(marked by 352 and 362) integrated with the floor structure (marked with 380).
[0064] Fig. 6Ashows theofficepod200cut byavirtual horizontal planeA toobtain cross-sectional viewsof theofficepod
200 at a location at which the right-hand side skin layer 240 connects with the front load-bearing frame 210. Fig. 6B shows
anexample inwhich a curvedendportion of the skin layer 240 fits into a respective vertical groove in the frame210. Fig. 6C
shows an example which otherwise corresponds to the example shown in Fig. 6A except that the frame 210 further
comprises amagnet or magnets 215 at a side of the frame 210 to provide an attractivemagnetic force between the frame
210 and the skin layer 240. Such magnet(s) 215 provide ease of assembly as the skin layer 240 can be magnetically
snapped in place,whereafter any other fixing(s) canbe performedwith the skin layer 240already remaining in place. Such
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magnet(s) 215 provide attaching force between the frame(s) 210 and the skin layer 240 so as to prevent rattling of the skin
layer 240 against the frame(s) 210 without a need to use in those areas fixings which are more time-consuming in pod
assembly and/or require penetration through the acoustically consequential skin layer 240. The sameapplies to the use of
magnet(s) as described below.
[0065] Fig. 7A shows the officepod200 cut by a virtual horizontal planeA to obtain a cross-sectional viewof a right-hand
side wall structure of the office pod 200. In this example, as shown in the cross-section of Fig. 7B, the right-hand side skin
layer 240 is formedof twosub-pieces240aand240b, and the joining regionwhere the sub-pieces240a, 240b join includes
a stiffening arrangement 240c. The sub-pieces 240a, 240b comprise respective curved end portions to fit into respective
vertical grooves in the respective frames210, 220.The frames210, 220maycontainmagnets 215, 225at respective sides
of the frames 210, 220 to provide an attractivemagnetic force between the frames 210, 220 and the respective sub-pieces
240a, 240b. The sub-pieces 240a, 240bmay conformally continue along the surfacesof the respective framesbeyond the
location of the grooves as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 7B.
[0066] The skin layer 240 formedof the sub-pieces 240a, 240b is followed by a sound absorbing layer 245whenmoving
towards an interior of the office pod 200. The sound absorbing layer may be attached to the front and rear load-bearing
frames 210, 220 by respective attachment elements 214, 224.
[0067] The central regions of the sub-pieces 240a and 240b (and respective regions of the sound absorbing layer 245)
have not been drawn in Fig. 7B, but they have been marked by dashed lines.
[0068] Fig. 8A shows the office pod 200 cut by a virtual horizontal plane A similarly as in Figs. 7A and 7B. Fig. 8B shows
another example of the cross-section of the right-hand side wall structure in the event the right-hand side skin layer 240 is
formed of the two sub-pieces 240a and 240b. The embodiments shown in Figs. 8A and 8B otherwise completely
correspond to the structure andoperation of the pod200 shownanddescribed in thepreceding in connectionwithFigs. 7A
and7B, but the connectionpoint or regionatwhich the sub-pieces240a, 240b connectwith the respective frames210, 220
is at a different location. Accordingly, the groove in the frames 210, 220 intowhich the end portions (or protrusive portions)
of the sub-pieces 240a, 240b is fitted is positioned at a face of the respective frame210, 220 that is substantially parallel to
the face of the respective sub-piece 240a, 240b. The sub-pieces 240a, 240bmay conformally continue along the surfaces
of the respective frames beyond the location of the grooves (also over a corner of a respective frame) as shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 8B.
[0069] The central regions of the sub-pieces 240a and 240b (and respective regions of the sound absorbing layer 245)
have not been drawn in Fig. 8B, but they have been marked by dashed lines.
[0070] Fig. 9A shows a cross-sectional view of the right-hand side wall structure (with the following being equally
applicable to a left-hand side wall structure) of the office pod 200 in accordance with the certain embodiments. The wall
structure substantially consists of the skin layer 240 followed by (superimposed on) the sound absorbing layer 245. The
skin layer 240 is substantially in the form of a plane in its region that resides between the front load-bearing frame 210 and
the rear load-bearing frame220.At the regionof the frames210, 220, the skin layer 240 in certain embodiments comprises
in these peripheral regions a bend or a curved portion for attachment and/or for providing edge region(s) of the skin layer
240 with structural rigidity. In other embodiments, the skin layer 240 remains planar also at the region of the frames.
[0071] Fig. 9B shows a partial cross-sectional view of the right-hand sidewall structure (with the following being equally
applicable to a left-hand side wall structure) of the office pod 200 in accordance with the certain further embodiments. In
addition to the skin layer 240and the (first) soundabsorbing layer 245, thewall structure further comprisesa second sound
absorbing layer 246 (such as an inner liner layer) on top of (superimposedon) the first sound absorbing layer 245, wherein
the second sound absorbing layer 246 forms an interior surface of the office pod 200. In certain embodiments, the first and
second sound absorbing layers 245 and 246 together form a sound absorbing element 255.
[0072] Fig. 9C shows a partial cross-sectional view of the right-hand sidewall structure (with the following being equally
applicable to a left-hand side wall structure) of the office pod 200 in accordance with the certain further embodiments. In
those embodiments, the sound absorbing element 255 comprises a sound absorbingmaterial layer 245a and an air (gap)
layer 245b in addition to the inner liner layer 246. In other embodiments, the order of the sound absorbing material layer
245a and the air layer 245b is opposite to the one presented in Fig. 9C. Accordingly, the sound absorbing material layer
245a in certain embodiments is closer to the skin layer 240.
[0073] Generally, the wall structure comprises the skin layer 240 followed by the sound absorbing element 255. The
soundabsorbingelement 255 comprisesat least onesoundabsorbing layer 245 (or soundabsorbingmaterial layer 245a).
In addition, the sound absorbing element 255 optionally comprises the inner liner layer 246 as the innermost layer. Instead
or in addition, the sound absorbing element 255 optionally comprises one ormore air (gap) layers 245b whichmay reside
anywhere in between the skin layer 240 and the innermostmaterial layer facing the pod user. In certain embodiments, the
sound absorbing (material) layer is of fluffy material (such as Ewona fiber mat) compared to a more robust or dense
material of the optional inner line layer 246. In certain embodiments, the sound absorbing element 255 is of dustproof
material(s).
[0074] Fig. 10Ashowsanexplodedviewof selectedpartsofanofficepod1300 inaccordancewithcertainembodiments,
and Fig. 10B shows an assembly of an office pod 1300 comprising parts shown in Fig. 10A. Similarly, as shown in the
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preceding, theofficepod1300comprisesa front load-bearing frame1210, a rear load-bearing frame1220, a left-handside
skin layer 1230, and a right-hand side skin layer 1240. However, compared to the office pods 100‑300 described in the
preceding, the office pod 1300 is a larger scale pod providing space for a plurality of persons.
[0075] In the officepod1300, the left-hand side skin layer 1230 is attached in between the front load-bearing frame1210
and the rear load-bearing frame 1220 at the left-hand side of the pod 1300, and the right-hand side skin layer 1240 is
attached in between the front load-bearing frame 1210 and the rear load-bearing frame 1220 at the right-hand side of the
pod 1300.
[0076] The left-hand side skin layer 1230 comprises an attachment point at each corner (or corner region) of the layer
1230. Similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 1240 comprises an attachment point at each corner (or corner region) of the
layer 1240. The skin layers 1230, 1240 are not directly attached to the frames 1210, 1220, but there are connectors 1251,
1352, 1261,1362connecting the frames1210,1220, and theskin layers1230, 1240areattached to the frames1210, 1220
via respective connectors.
[0077] In certain embodiments, the connectors 1251, 1352, 1261, and 1362 are non-vertical connectors. In certain
embodiments, the connectors 1251, 1352, 1261, and 1362 are horizontal or substantially horizontal connectors. The
above likewise applies to the connectors 251, 252, 261, 262, 351, 352, 361, and 362 described in the foregoing.
[0078] In the embodiments shown in Figs. 10A and 10B, the left-hand side skin layer 1230 is attached at its top corners
(or corner regions) at attachment points to a first (upper) connector 1251attached in between the frames1210, 1220at the
upper left-hand side of the pod 1300. Similarly, the left-hand side skin layer 1230 is attached at its lower corners (or corner
regions) at attachment points to a second (lower) connector 1352 attached in between the frames 1210, 1220 at the lower
left-hand side of the pod 1300.
[0079] The right-hand side skin layer 1240 is attachedat its top corners (or corner regions) at attachment points to a third
(upper) connector 1261 attached in between the frames 1210, 1220 at the upper right-hand side of the pod 1300. And,
similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 1240 is attached at its lower corners (or corner regions) at attachment points to a
fourth (lower) connector 1362 attached in between the frames 1210, 1220 at the lower right-hand side of the pod 1300.
[0080] The office pod 1300 further comprises a ceiling structure 1370 and a floor structure 1380 attached to the front
load-bearing frame 1210 and to the rear load-bearing frame 1220.
[0081] In certain embodiments, the ceiling structure 1370 is configured to implement a ventilation function. For this
purpose, in certain embodiments, the ceiling structure 1370 comprises an integrated ventilation system 1271.
[0082] In certain embodiments, as shown in Figs. 10A and 10B, the office pod 1300 comprises a first corner piece 1393
positioned in between the front load-bearing frame 1210 and the rear load-bearing frame 1220 at top-left corner of the pod
1300. Similarly, a second corner piece 1394 is positioned in between the front load-bearing frame 1210 and the rear load-
bearing frame 1220 at top-right corner of the pod 1300.
[0083] Figs. 10A and 10B further show the lower connectors i.e. the second and fourth connector 1352, 1362 integrated
with the floor structure 1380.
[0084] Yet further, Figs. 10A and 10B show the left-hand side skin layer 1230 formed of two sub-pieces 1230a and
1230b. Similarly, the right-hand side skin layer 1240 is formed of two sub-pieces 1240a and 1240b.
[0085] The skin layer(s) 1230, 1240 formed of a plurality of sub-pieces (here: two sub-pieces) provide the front and rear
load-bearing frames 1210, 1220 with cross-dimensional rigidity (lateral bracing). Further, in certain embodiments, the
separate and connected sub-pieces 1230a and 1230b (1240a and 1240b, respectively) of the skin layers 1230, 1240 in
between the frames 1210, 1220 generally are in the form of a planar, uniform surface (forming a sound stopping layer) to
providedesiredacoustic behaviour.By thedesiredacoustic behaviour ismeant adrumhead-like vibratingbehaviour of the
sidewall (as a metaphor).
[0086] Fig. 11A shows amagnification of a certain detail of the office pod 1300. Accordingly, Fig. 11A shows an optional
row of attachments points in between a right-most attachment point 1231 at top-right corner (or corner region) of the left-
hand side skin layer 1230 and a left-most attachment point 1232 at top-left corner (or corner region) of the left-hand side
skin layer 1230. In certain embodiments, the left-hand side skin layer 1230 is attached to the first connector 1251 via these
attachment points. The same equally applies to the right-hand side wall.
[0087] Fig. 11B shows a magnification of another detail of the office pod 1300. Accordingly, Fig. 11B shows the right-
hand side skin layer 1240 formed of sub-pieces 1240a, 1240b and a stiffening arrangement 1240c at a joining point or
region of the sub-pieces 1240a, 1240b. The stiffening arrangement (or shape) 1240c in the middle provides the sidewall
with anti-bulging support in the event a person is leaning against the sidewall (without deteriorating the desired acoustic
behaviour). The same equally applies to the left-hand side wall.
[0088] Fig. 12 showsamagnificationof yet another detail of the officepod1300.Accordingly, Fig. 12 shows the left-hand
sideskin layer 1230 tobeattached to the first connector 1251at the right-most attachment point 1231at top-right corner (or
corner region) of the left-hand side skin layer 1230, and the first connector 1251 to be attached to the front load-bearing
frame1210so that the left-handsideskin layer1230setsonto the front load-bearing frame1210.Thesameequally applies
to the right-hand side wall.
[0089] Fig. 13 showsamagnificationof yet another detail of the officepod1300.Accordingly, Fig. 13 shows the left-hand
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side skin layer 1230 attached to the first connector 1251 at the right-most attachment point 1231 at top-right corner (or
corner region) of the left-hand side skin layer 1230. Fig. 13 further shows the first corner piece 1393 attached to the left-
hand side skin layer 1230 at the same attachment point 1231. In certain embodiments, as shown in Fig. 13, the left-hand
side skin layer 1230 and an end portion of the first corner piece 1393 are bent so that they overlap each other. Further, in
certainembodiments, thebent parts formapocket for receivinganadd-on rail 1235 (schematically illustrated) for providing
a system for attaching additional parts or accessories to the pod, such as a shelve, a desktop table or a whiteboard. The
same equally applies to the right-hand side wall.
[0090] Fig. 14 shows a further detail of the office pod 1300 in accordance with certain embodiments. In these
embodiments, the office pod 1300 comprises an optional cross brace 1555 in between the front load-bearing frame
1210 and the rear load-bearing frame 1220. This additional cross brace 1555 is positionedwithin thewall structure behind
the skin layer 1240 (when approaching the interior of the pod 1300 from the outside). The purpose of the cross brace 1555
is to provide the sidewall in questionwith anti-bulging support in the event a person is leaning against the sidewall from the
inside of the office pod. The actual structure of the cross brace 1555 depends on the implementation.
[0091] Fig. 15 shows a similar cross brace 1555 in the office pod 100. Fig. 15 further shows the first and second sound
absorbing layers 245, 246 behind the right-hand side skin layer 240. Fig. 15 further shows a hollow bar 1666 attached in
between the front load-bearing frame 110 and the rear load-bearing frame 120. In certain embodiments, the hollow bar
1666 does not provide cross-dimensional rigidity (however, in other embodiments it may provide cross-dimensional
rigidity) but accommodates mains voltage electric components within the pod structure and to provide attachment for a
work surface (not shown). In certain embodiments, the hollow bar provides a fire enclosure for mains voltage electric
components of the pod thereby eliminating a need for a separate fire enclosure for mains voltage electric components.
When serving as such a fire enclosure, the hollow bar ismade of incombustiblematerial such as ofmetal, preferably steel,
or flame-retardant plastic, preferably 5VA plastic.
[0092] Fig. 16 shows a three-dimensional partial illustration of the right-hand side skin layer 140, the first sound
absorbing layer 245 and the inner liner 246 touching the rear load-bearing frame 120.
[0093] Fig. 17 shows positions of attachment points for a single piece skin layer (for example skin layer 240) in
accordance with certain embodiments. In order to provide cross-dimensional rigidity, the skin layer 240 in certain
embodiments comprises at least three attachment points 24X at peripheral regions of the skin layer. Fig. 17 shows
certain alternatives of their positioning.
[0094] Fig. 18 shows positions of attachment points for a skin layer formed of a plurality of sub-pieces (here: two sub-
pieces 240a and 240b) in accordancewith certain embodiments. In embodiments, in which the sub-pieces are joinedwith
each other (left-most drawing), through stiffening arrangements of similar, the skin layer (combination) 240 comprises at
least three attachment points 24X at peripheral regions of the skin layer 240. If the sub-pieces 240a, 240b are not joined
with each other (so that the sub-pieces 240a and 240b canmove in relation to each other) the requirement of at least three
attachment points (as shown in the preceding in connection with Fig. 17) apply separately for both sub-pieces (right-most
drawing).
[0095] In certain embodiment, instead of three attachment points, four or more attachment points are implemented.
[0096] Various embodiments have been presented. It should be appreciated that in this document, words "comprise",
"include", and "contain" are each used as open-ended expressions with no intended exclusivity.
[0097] Without limiting the scope and interpretation of the patent claims, certain technical effects of one or more of the
example embodiments disclosed herein are listed in the following. A technical effect is a lighter office pod structure
compared to conventional pods formed of heavy modular sidewall structures and yet achieving good soundproofing
properties, particularly at human speech frequency range. Another technical effect is easier and more simple pod
assembly due to simplified structure containing fewer parts and/or material layers. Another technical effect is more
economical pod manufacturing due to savings in raw material. Another technical effect is a enabling a thin wall structure,
suitable for office pod use, which provides as good soundproofing properties, particularly at human speech frequency
range, as previously known thicker wall structures. Another technical effect is more environmentally friendly yet well
soundproofing office pod and/or wall structure due to decreased material consumption as well as decreased energy
consumption in logistics due to smaller and less heavy shipments. Another technical effect is to provide awall structure or
anofficepodwithawall structurewithminimal healthhazardsduring construction, assemblyand/oruse.Another technical
effect is to provide an office pod without corner posts or pillars for ease of assembly and/or enhanced rigidity. Another
technical effect is achieving two or more of the above-mentioned effects simultaneously.
[0098] The foregoing description has provided by way of non-limiting examples of particular implementations and
embodiments a full and informative description of the best mode presently contemplated by the inventors for carrying out
the invention. It is however clear toapersonskilled in theart that the invention isnot restricted todetails of theembodiments
presented in the foregoing, but that it can be implemented in other embodiments using equivalent means or in different
combinationsof embodimentswithout deviating from thecharacteristicsof the invention,which isdefinedby theappended
claims.
[0099] Furthermore, some of the features of the afore-disclosed example embodiments may be used to advantage
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without the corresponding use of other features. As such, the foregoing description shall be considered as merely
illustrative of the principles of the present invention, and not in limitation thereof. Hence, the scope of the invention is only
restricted by the appended patent claims.

Claims

1. An office pod (200) enclosing a soundproof workspace inside of the pod, comprising:

a front load-bearing frame (210) comprising a door, the front load-bearing frame (210) constituting an outermost
encircling element of the front wall;
a rear load-bearing frame (220) constituting an outermost encircling element of the rear wall; and
a skin layer at both left-hand side and a right-hand side of the pod forming an exterior surface of the pod, said skin
layer attached in between the front load-bearing frame (210) and the rear load-bearing frame (220) so as to
provide the front and rear load-bearing frames (210, 220) with cross-dimensional rigidity and providing lateral
bracing for the front and rear load-bearing frames so maintain the rectangular shape of the pod, the skin layer
comprising sound stopping material followed by a sound absorbing material layer; and
wherein thepod further comprisesa ceiling structureattached to the front load-bearing frameand to the rear load-
bearing frame, wherein a chassis with cross-dimensional support is formed of said skin layers and said load-
bearing frames.

2. Theofficepod (200)of claim1,wherein theskin layer (230, 240) is inbetween the load-bearing frames (210, 220) in the
formof a planar, uniform surface, or in the event the skin layer is formed of sub-pieces, the sub-pieces are generally in
the form of a planar, uniform surface.

3. The office pod (200) of claim 1 or 2, wherein the skin layer (230, 240) is the only sound stopping layer in a sidewall
structure.

4. The office pod (200) of claim 1 or 2 or 3, comprising a sound absorbing element formed of said sound absorbing
material layer and an air layer.

5. Theofficepodof anyof claims1‑4, further comprisingan inner liner layer havingahigher flow resistivity than thesound
absorbing material layer.

6. Theofficepod (200) of anyof claims3‑5,wherein a totalmassof the sidewall structure is atmost half, or preferably one
third, of a total mass of any of a front wall comprising the front load-bearing frame (210) and a rear wall comprising the
rear load-bearing frame (220).

7. The office pod (200) of any preceding claim, comprising the skin layer (230, 240) being less stiff than any of the load-
bearing frames (210, 220).

8. The office pod (200) of any preceding claim, wherein the skin layer (230, 240) is directly attached to the front and rear
load-bearing frames (210, 220).

9. Theofficepod (200) of any preceding claim1‑8,wherein the skin layer (230, 240) is also indirectly attached to the front
and rear load-bearing frames (210, 220).

10. The office pod (200) of claim 9, comprising a connector connecting the front load-bearing frame (210) and the rear
load-bearing frame (220), and the skin layer (230, 240) being attached to the connector.

11. A method of assembling the office pod (200) of any preceding claim, comprising:

- assemblingachassis of theofficepod (200)byfirst providing front and rear load-bearing frames (210, 220) being
opposed to each other, followed by connecting the front and rear load-bearing frames (210, 220) by directly
attaching right-hand sideand left-hand side skin layers (230, 240) to fromexterior surfacesof theofficepodand to
form a cross-dimensionally rigid chassis; and thereafter
- attaching further parts of the office pod (200) to said chassis for forming a finished office pod.
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Patentansprüche

1. Bürokabine (200), die einen schalldichten Arbeitsbereich innerhalb der Kabine umschließt, umfassend:

einen vorderen tragenden Rahmen (210), der eine Tür umfasst, wobei der vordere tragende Rahmen (210) ein
äußerstes umschließendes Element der Vorderwand bildet;
einen hinteren tragenden Rahmen (220), der ein äußerstes umschließendes Element der Rückwand bildet; und
eine Hautschicht auf der linken und rechten Seite der Kabine, die eine Außenfläche der Kabine bildet, wobei die
Hautschicht zwischen dem vorderen lasttragenden Rahmen (210) und dem hinteren lasttragenden Rahmen
(220) angebracht ist, um den vorderen und hinteren lasttragenden Rahmen (210, 220) eine Quersteifigkeit zu
verleihenundeineseitlicheVerstrebung fürdie vorderenundhinteren lasttragendenRahmenbereitzustellen, um
die rechteckigeFormderKabineaufrechtzuerhalten,wobei dieHautschicht schalldämmendesMaterial umfasst,
gefolgt von einer Schicht aus schallabsorbierendem Material; und
wobei die Kabine ferner eine Deckenstruktur umfasst, die an dem vorderen lasttragenden Rahmen und an dem
hinteren lasttragenden Rahmen befestigt ist, wobei aus den Hautschichten und den lasttragenden Rahmen ein
Chassis mit querdimensionaler Unterstützung gebildet ist.

2. Bürokabine (200) nach Anspruch 1, wobei sich die Hautschicht (230, 240) zwischen den tragenden Rahmen (210,
220) in Form einer ebenen, einheitlichen Oberfläche befindet, oder, falls die Hautschicht aus Unterstücken besteht,
die Unterstücke im Allgemeinen in Form einer ebenen, einheitlichen Oberfläche vorliegen.

3. Bürokabine (200) nachAnspruch1oder 2,wobei dieAußenschicht (230, 240) die einzige schalldämmendeSchicht in
einer Seitenwandstruktur ist.

4. Bürokabine (200) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2 oder 3, umfassend ein schalldämmendes Element, das aus der schall-
dämmenden Materialschicht und einer Luftschicht gebildet ist.

5. BürokabinenacheinemderAnsprüche1bis 4, ferner umfassendeine innereAuskleidungsschichtmit einemhöheren
Strömungswiderstand als die schalldämmende Materialschicht.

6. Bürokabine (200) nach einem der Ansprüche 3 bis 5, wobei eine Gesamtmasse der Seitenwandstruktur höchstens
die Hälfte oder vorzugsweise ein Drittel einer Gesamtmasse einer Vorderwand, die den vorderen lasttragenden
Rahmen (210) umfasst, und einer Rückwand, die den hinteren lasttragenden Rahmen (220) umfasst, beträgt.

7. Bürokabine (200) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Außenhautschicht (230, 240) weniger steif
ist als jeder der tragenden Rahmen (210, 220).

8. Bürokabine (200) nach einemder vorhergehendenAnsprüche, wobei die Außenhautschicht (230, 240) direkt an den
vorderen und hinteren tragenden Rahmen (210, 220) befestigt ist.

9. Bürokabine (200) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wobei die Außenhautschicht (230, 240) auch
indirekt an den vorderen und hinteren tragenden Rahmen (210, 220) befestigt ist.

10. Bürokabine (200) nach Anspruch 9, die einen Verbinder umfasst, der den vorderen lasttragendenRahmen (210) und
den hinteren lasttragendenRahmen (220) verbindet, wobei die Hautschicht (230, 240) an demVerbinder angebracht
ist.

11. Verfahren zum Zusammenbauen der Bürokabine (200) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, umfassend:

- Zusammenbauen eines Chassis der Bürokabine (200), indem zunächst vordere und hintere, einander gegen-
überliegende lasttragende Rahmen (210, 220) bereitgestellt werden, gefolgt vom Verbinden der vorderen und
hinteren lasttragenden Rahmen (210, 220) durch direktes Anbringen von rechten und linken Außenhautschich-
ten (230, 240) andenAußenflächenderBürokabineund zumBildeneines querdimensional starrenChassis; und
danach
- Anbringen weiterer Teile der Bürokabine (200) an dem Chassis zum Bilden einer fertigen Bürokabine.
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Revendications

1. Nacelle de bureau (200) renfermant un espace de travail insonorisé à l’intérieur de la nacelle, comprenant :

un cadre porteur avant (210) comprenant une porte, le cadre porteur avant (210) constituant un élément
d’encerclement le plus extérieur de la paroi avant ;
un cadre porteur arrière (220) constituant un élément d’encerclement le plus extérieur de la paroi arrière ; et
une couche de revêtement à la fois sur un côté gauche et sur un côté droit de la nacelle formant une surface
extérieure de la nacelle, ladite couche de revêtement étant fixée entre le cadre porteur avant (210) et le cadre
porteur arrière (220) de manière à fournir aux cadres porteurs avant et arrière (210, 220) une rigidité inter-
dimensionnelle et à fournir un renfort latéral pour les cadres porteurs avant et arrière de manière à maintenir la
forme rectangulaire de la nacelle, la couche de revêtement comprenant un matériau d’arrêt du son suivi d’une
couche de matériau absorbant le son ; et
dans laquelle la nacelle comprend en outre une structure de plafond fixée au cadre porteur avant et au cadre
porteur arrière, dans laquelle un châssis avec support interdimensionnel est formé desdites couches de
revêtement et desdits cadres porteurs.

2. Nacelle debureau (200) selon la revendication1, dans laquelle la couchede revêtement (230, 240) se trouveentre les
cadres porteurs (210, 220) sous la forme d’une surface plane et uniforme, ou dans le cas où la couche de revêtement
est formée de sous-pièces, les sous-pièces se présentent généralement sous la forme d’une surface plane et
uniforme.

3. Nacelle de bureau (200) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans laquelle la couche de revêtement (230, 240) est la seule
couche d’arrêt du son dans une structure de paroi latérale.

4. Nacelle de bureau (200) selon la revendication 1 ou 2 ou 3, comprenant un élément absorbant le son formé de ladite
couche de matériau absorbant le son et d’une couche d’air.

5. Nacelle de bureau selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, comprenant en outre une couche de doublure
interne ayant une résistivité à l’écoulement supérieure à celle de la couche de matériau absorbant le son.

6. Nacelle debureau (200) selon l’unequelconquedes revendications3à5, dans laquelle lamasse totale de la structure
de paroi latérale représente au plus lamoitié, ou de préférence un tiers, de lamasse totale de l’une quelconque d’une
paroi avant comprenant le cadre porteur avant (210) et d’une paroi arrière comprenant le cadre porteur arrière (220).

7. Nacelle debureau (200) selonunequelconque revendicationprécédente, comprenant la couchede revêtement (230,
240) qui est moins rigide que l’un quelconque des cadres porteurs (210, 220).

8. Nacelle de bureau (200) selon une quelconque revendication précédente, dans laquelle la couche de revêtement
(230, 240) est directement fixée aux cadres porteurs avant et arrière (210, 220).

9. Nacelle de bureau (200) selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes 1 à 8, dans laquelle la couche de
revêtement (230, 240) est également indirectement fixée aux cadres porteurs avant et arrière (210, 220).

10. Nacelle de bureau (200) selon la revendication 9, comprenant un raccord reliant le cadre porteur avant (210) et le
cadre porteur arrière (220), et la couche de revêtement (230, 240) étant fixée au raccord.

11. Procédé d’assemblage de la nacelle de bureau (200) selon une quelconque revendication précédente, comprenant :

- l’assemblage d’un châssis de la nacelle de bureau (200) en fournissant d’abord des cadres porteurs avant et
arrière (210, 220) opposés l’un à l’autre, suivi du raccordement des cadres porteurs avant et arrière (210, 220) en
fixant directement des couches de revêtement côté droit et côté gauche (230, 240) pour former des surfaces
extérieures de la nacelle de bureau et pour former un châssis à rigidité interdimensionnelle ; et ensuite
- la fixation d’autres parties de la nacelle de bureau (200) audit châssis pour former une nacelle de bureau finie.
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