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This invention relates to feminine accessory receiving
receptacles such as vanity cases or the like, and more
particularly to such receptacles of the type wherein an
artificially illuminated mirror is included for use with the
receptacle.

Heretofore feminine accessory receiving receptacles of
the type having an artificially illuminated mirror have
been available, Some of these receptacles are construct-
ed so that the artificially illuminated mirror unit is re-
movable from the receptacle for servicing or the like.
However, such receptacles are not always satisfactory
because of their bulkiness, the awkward positioning of
the illominated mirror unit in the receptacle, the diffi-
culty involved in removing the illuminated mirror unit,
and because of the expense of providing such illuminated
mirror units in each of the several accessory receiving
receptacles that may be carried by women.

In recognition of the need for an improved artificially
illuminated feminine accessory receiving receptacle of the
type heretofore described, it is an object of the present
invention to provide such a receptacle which substantially
obviates or minimizes problems such as heretofore noted.

It is a particular object of this invention to provide
an artificially illuminated, mirrored feminine accessory
receiving receptacle of a rugged, compact design and
offering convenience in use.

More particularly, it is an object of this invention to
provide such a receptacle wherein an illuminated mir-
ror is provided that is conveniently interchangeable
among the several types of feminine accessory receiving
receptacles with which the use thereof may be desired.

It is a further object of this invention to, provide such
a receptacle wherein the mirrored illumination unit may
be conveniently interchangeable among a number of such
receptacles but wherein the unit may be accurately posi-
tioned and retained within the receptacles.

In achieving these and other objects as will become
apparent hereinafter, the present invention provides a
feminine accessory receiving receptacle comprising an
accessory receiving portion with a standardized fixed
housing connected to.the accessory receiving portion.
The standardized housing include side walls projecting
from the accessory receiving portion, the side walls hav-
ing an opening therein. Removably positioned in the
standardized housing is an illuminated mirror unit, this
unit comprising a removable housing including an end
wall having inner and outer faces and side walls pro-
jecting from the inner face of the end wall. A mirror
is fixed to the outer face of the end wall and the end
wall is provided with an aperture therein. An illumina-
tion unit is fixed within the removable housing adjacent
the inner face of the end wall, the illumination unit in-
cluding a light bulb projecting through the aperture in
the end wall to illuminate the mirror. A battery for
energizing the light bulb and an appropriate circuit elec-
trically connecting the battery to the light bulb is pro-
vided. A switch means is interposed in the circuit means,
the switch means including a switch actuator rod project-
ing through openings in the side walls of the standard-
ized and removable housings.

Because of the design of the inner periphery of the
side walls of the standardized housing and. the outer
periphery of the side walls of the removable housing, the
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illaminated mirror unit may be slidably but removably
retained on the receptacle. The switch actuator rod,
because it projects through openings in the side walls of
the removable and standardized housing functions not
only to rotatably position the mirror and the light bulb
in a most convenient manner, but also functions to po-
sition the switch actuator in a position most conveniently
grasped during operation of the illumination unit, Fur-
ther, in some applications the projecting switch actuator
rod functions to maintain the actuator of the illumination
unit in a position relative to the receptacle wherein acci-
dental actuation of the switch rod and the consequential
draining of the batteries is not likely.

In describing the invention, reference will be made to
a preferred embodiment illustrated by way of example
in the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a mirrored il-
lumination unit according to the present invention posi-
tioned within a vanity case;

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the mirrored
illumination unit shown in FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a bottom view of the mirrored illumi-
nation unit shown in FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of a mirrored il-
lumination unit according to the present invention iden-
tical to that shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 but shown in-
stalled on a ladies’ wallet; and

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of a fixed housing
which may be installed on the wallet shown in FIGURE
4 to facilitate mounting the mirrored illuminating unit
thereon.

Referring in more detail to FIGURE 1 of the draw-
ings, a mirrored illumination unit 1 according to the
present invention is shown installed in a pan-like upper
portion 2 of a ladies’ vanity case. The upper portion 2
of the vanity case is pivotally connected by a hinge 4
to a pan-like lower portion 6 of the case.

The lower portion € of the vanity case comprises a
disk-shaped end wall 8 having a cylindrical side wall or
skirt 10 upwardly projecting from the outer periphery
of the end wall. A cord-like partition 12 projects up-
wardly from the end wall 8 and extends from side wall
to side wall below the upper periphery thereof to divide
the interior of the lower portion & into a cosmetic re-
ceiving portion 14, as for facial powder and puff, and
a segregated area 16. An opening 18 is provided near
the periphery of the end wall 8 in the segregated area
16 and a transparent closure 2§ is provided in the open-
ing 18 for purposes which will be hereafter discussed.

The upper portion 2 of the vanity case includes a disk-
shaped end wall 22 having a depending cylindrical side
wall or skirt 24 projecting therefrom. The upper ex-
ternal periphery of the side walls 24, as shown in FIG-
URE 1, may be provided with a slightly flexible clasp
26, or the like, which, when the upper portion 2 is piv-
oted into contact with the lower portion 6, acts to lock
these portions together by frictional contact with the side
walls 10 of the lower portion 6. A slot-like opening
28 is provided in the lower right-hand inner periphery of
the side walls 24 at a location which is proximate to
the usual location of the fingers or thumb of an individual
holding the vanity case during use.

The mirrored illumination unit 1 comprises a pan-like
removable housing 3¢ including a disk-shaped end wall
32 and a cylindrical side wail or annular skirt 34 pro-
jecting in a perpendicular relationship to the end wall
32 from a position slightly inwardly of the outer pe-
riphery thereof. The outer diameter of the skirt 34 is
slightly less than the inner diameter of the side walls 24
of the upper portion 2 to permit the unit 1 to be slid-
able but frictionally retained therein. The external di-
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ameter of the end wall 32 of the mirrored illumination
unit 1 is substantially equal to the external diameter of
the side walls of the upper and lower portions of the
.case. Annular shoulder portions 36 formed by the por-
tions of the inner face 38 of the end wall 32 that are
radially outwardly of the skirt 34 act to limit the inward
movement of the mirrored illumination unit 1 into ths
upper portion 2 of the vanity case.

An outer face 48 of the end wall 32 is provided with a
reflecting mirror 42 of a generally circular periphery but
flattened on the upper periphery thereof, as shown in
FIGURE 1. Adjacent the upper periphery of the mirror
42 a moon-shaped plate 44 is provided, the block in-
cluding a central aperture mating with an aperture 46
in the end wall 32 through which an electric bulb 48 and
socket project. Additionally, a semi-cylindrical shield or
shade 50 having a closed outer end projects from the
moon-shaped plate 44 in a generally coextensive manner
with the bulb 48 to thereby shield the same against ac-
cidental damage and shade the user's eyes from glare.

The mirrored illumination unit 1 further comprises a
pair of electric batteries 52 of the dry cell type suitably
removably installed on the inner face 38 of the end wall
32 of the illumination unit 1. The batteries are electrically
connected to a switch 54 by any appropriate circuitry 56.
The switch 54 comprises an inwardly disposed fixed con-
tact 56 and an outwardly disposed, offset arcuate leaf-
shaped resiliently movable contact 58. The contact 58 is
biased to the open position by appropriate positioning of
an arcuate block 59. The block 59 is fixed to the end
wall 32 so as to retain the contact 58 between the block
-and the inner periphery of the annular skirt 34. A non-
conductive switch actuating rod 69 is provided with an
enlarged head 62 on its outer end and an annular collar
64 intermediate its length and inwardly of an opening 66
in the annular skirt 34 through which it slidably projects.
The collar 64 functions to limit outward movement of
the actuator rod 6@ by abutment with the inner periphery
of the skirt 34 as urged by the resilient movable contact
58. However, as will be appreciated, inward pressure on
the head 62 causes the movable contact 58 to close on the
fixed contact 56 to thereby energize the bulb.

To install the mirrored illumination unit 1 in the upper
portion 2 of the vanity case, it is merely necessary to rotate
the unit so that the switch actuator rod 60 is radially
aligned with the slot 28 in the skirt 24 of the upper
portion 2 of the vanity case. Insertion of the mirrored
illumination unit 1 into the upper portion 2 is easily ac-
complished, the extent of the insertion being limited by
abutment of the shoulders 36 against the periphery of the
side walls 24. Proper alignment is thus insured.

Upon pivoting the upper portion 2 to close the same
on the lower portion & of the vanity case, the outer pe-
riphery of the mirror 42 and the moon-shaped plate 44 are
received within the side walls 1¢ of the lower portion 6
and may abut the partition 12. The shoulders 36 are sand-
wiched and locked against vibration between the upper
and lower portions. The electric bulb 48 and the shield
50 are received within the segregated cavity 16 and thereby
protected by the partition 12 which abuts the mirror from
the powder or the like in the cavity 14. However, even
in this position, upon actuation of the switch the light
from the bulb is emitted through the transparent closure 2¢
to provide illumination as desired.

Because the mirrored illumination unit 1 is of an un-
complicated, unitary construction, it is particularly adapt-
able to interchangeability between various types of femi-
nine accessory receiving receptacles that may be carried
by women. As may be appreciated, when a woman carries
a large handbag, she may well desire to carry a vanity
case therein. However, on many occasions a woman car-
ries simply a small wallet similar to that shown in FIG-
URE 4 of the drawings. In such instances, it is a con-
venient matter to remove the mirrored illumination unit
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4
1 from a vanity case, as shown in FIGURE 1, and install
the same in the wallet shown in FIGURE 4.

To facilitate installation of the mirrored illumination
unit 1 on the wallet 70 a standardized outer housing 72
is provided which is generally the same in dimensions as
the corresponding portions of the upper portion 2 of the
vanity case shown in FIGURE 1. That is to say, an end
wall 74 is provided having side walls or an annuiar skirt
76 projecting therefrom. A slot-like opening 78 is pro-
vided to slidably receive the switch actuating rod 60. The
standardized housing 72 may be directly fixed by adhesive
or the like to the wallet 70, but, in the preferred embodi-
ment a pair of rectangular, laterally extending flanges 80
and 82 are fixed to the rear face of the end wall 74. The
wallet is provided with a rectangular pocket 82 formed
by a rectangular peripheral flap 84 of a slightly flexible
construction and of a slightly greater dimension than
the outside dimensions of the flanges 82 and 80. To
removably position the housing 72 on the wallet, it is
merely necessary to insert the ends of the flanges 80 and
82 under the flaps 84. Thereafter the mirrored illumina-
tion unit may be installed in the standardized housing of
the wallet as in the vanity case.

It should be noted that the switch actuator rod as posi-
tioned in the slot of the standardized housing, not only
functions to rotatably position the mirror and light bulb
in 2 manner most convenient for use, but also positions
the switch actuator per se at a location that, when the
wallet is closed or in a folded condition, is adjacent the
wallet fold and therefore protects the switch actuator
against accidental displacement and consequential drain-
ing on the batteries.

It will be appreciated that while transfer from a vanity
case to a wallet of a mirrored illumination unit is sug-
gested, standardized housings might similarly be provided
on ladies’ handbags or on the inside of the flap thereof,
or on other feminine accessory receiving receptacles nor-
mally carried by women.

Similarly, although the instant invention is shown as
including a cylindrical pan-like housing, any convenient
shape may be utilized as long as the illumination unit may
e conveniently interchangeable and accurately and con-
veniently positioned in the various units by the switch
actuator rod.

While the invention has been described with reference
to only two embodiments, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that additions, deletions, modifications
and substitutions and other changes specifically described
in the illustrated embodiments may be made which fall
under the purview of the appended claims.

Iclaim:

1. A feminine accessory receiving receptacle compris-
ing an accessory receiving portion, a fixed housing con-
nected to said portion, said fixed housing including side
walls projecting from said portion, said side walls having
a slot-like opening therein, an illuminated mirror unit
slidably received in said fixed housing, said illuminated
mirror unit comprising a removable housing including an
end wall having inner and outer faces, side walls project-
ing from said inner face of said end wall, said end wall
having an aperture therein, a mirror fixed to said outer
face of said end wall, an illumination unit fixed within
said removable housing adjacent said inner face, said
illumination unit including a light bulb projecting through
said aperture in said end wall to illuminate said mirror,
battery means for energizing said bulb, circuit means elec-
trically connecting said battery and said light bulb, and
switch means interposed in said circuit means, said switch
means including a switch actuator projecting through said
openings in said side walls of said fixed and removable
housing to rotatably fix said illuminated mirror unit rela-
tive to the remainder of the receptacle.

2. A feminine accessory receiving receptacle compris-
ing an accessory receiving portion, a cylindrical, fixed
hausing connected to said portion, said fixed housing in-
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cluding annular side walls projecting from said portion,
said side walls having a generally smooth inner periphery
and having a slot therein, an illuminated mirror unit
slidably received in said fixed housing, said illuminated
mirror unit comprising a removable cylindrical housing
including an end wall having inner and outer faces, an-
nular side walls projecting from said inner face of said
end wall, said side walls of said removable housing having
an opening aligned with said slot in said side walls of
said fixed housing, a mirror fixed to said outer face of
said end wall, said end wall having an aperture therein,
a semi-cylindrical shield projecting from said cuter face
of said end wall adjacent said aperture, an illumination
unit fixed within said removable housing adjacent said
inner face, said illumination unit including a light bulb
projecting through said aperture adjacent said shield to
illuminate said mirror, battery means for energizing said
bulb, circuit means electrically connecting said battery to
said light bulb, and switch means biased to the open posi-
tion interposed in said circuit means, said switch means
including a nonconductive switch actuator projecting
through said slot in said side walls of said fixed housing
and said opening in said side walls of said removable
housing, said actuator having an enlarged head spaced
from the outer periphery of said fixed housing and a
collar inwardly of said aperture in said side walls of said
removable housing.

3. A vanity case comprising a pan-like cosmetic re-
ceiving portion, a pan-like cover pivotally connected to
said cosmetic receiving portion by hinge means, said cover
comprising an end wall, side walls projecting from said
end wall, said side walls having a slot-like opening there-
in, an illuminated mirror unit slidably and removably
received in said cover, said illuminated mirror unit com-
prising a removable housing including an end wall having
inner and outer faces, side walls projecting from said
inner face of said end wall, said side walls of said remova-
ble housing having an opening aligned with said slot-like
opening in said side walls of said cover, a mirror fixed to
said outer face of said end wall, said end wall having an

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

6

aperture therein, the semi-cylindrical shield projecting
from said outer face of said end wall adjacent said aper-
ture, an illumination unit fixed within said removable
housing adjacent said inner face, said illumination unit
including a light bulb projecting from said aperture to
illuminate said mirror, battery means for energizing said
bulb, circuit means electrically connecting said battery
and said light bulb, and switch means biased to an open
position interposed in said circuit means, said switch
means including a nonconductive switch actuator project-
ing through said openings in said side walls of said cover
and removable housing, said cosmetic receiving portion
including a segregated cavity adapted to receive said light
bulb and said shield when said compact is in the closed
condition, and transparent means adjacent said light bulb
in said segregated cavity adapted to permit the passage of
light therethrough.

4, A vanity case according to claim 3 wherein clasp
means are provided on said cover to lock the vanity case
in the closed position and wherein said end wall of said
removable housing includes shoulder means adapted to
be locked between adjacent surfaces of said side walls
of said cover and said pan-like cosmetic receiving portion
when the vanity case is in the closed position.

5. A feminine accessory receiving receptacle according
to claim 1 wherein said accessory receiving portion in-
cludes fiexible pocket means, said fixed housing including
an end wall adjacent said accessory receiving portion,
and a pair of flanges fixed to said end wall and extending
laterally on opposite sides of said fixed housing, the outer
ends of said flanges slidably and removably received in
said flexible pocket means.
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