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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE MCELWAIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, haveinvented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Penholders; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention,such aswill enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to that class of pen-
holders in which the pen is heid between the
fixed portion of the holder and a sliding sleeve
in such manner that the pen may be dis-

charged by moving the sleeve, thereby avoid-

ing the necessity of touching the pen with
the fingers and soiling them.
Theobject of the invention is to construet a

penholder of the character in which the pen

may be discharged by either moving thesleeve
forward or moving it backward; and it con-
sistsin combining with a stem asleeve mount-
ed on the forward end of the stem to slide
backward and forward, said sleeve so con-
structed that it will positively eject the pen
on its forward movement and uncover the
same on its rearward movement and permit
its discharge. -

The invention also consists in the details of
construetion and combination of parts here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
tepresents a side elevation of a penholder em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal section through the forward portion of
the same.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
stem of any suitable material and preferably
hollow, which is provided near its forward end
with a longitudinal slot 1, extending through
the same from side to side and terminating
within a short distance of its forward end.

B represents a sleeve surrounding the stem
and mounted on the forward end of the same
to slide backward and forward. 'This sleeve
is guided on the stem and limited in its move-
ments by a transverse pin 2, fixed at its ends
in the opposite sides of thesleeve and extend-
ing through the slot normally midway between
jts ends. Near its extreme forward end the

stem is reduced in diameter, forming an an-
nular shoulder 3, adapted to encumber the
end of the pen and prevent the same from ac-
cidentally moving backward with the sleeve.
Thesleeve is enlarged interiorly atits forward
end, forming an annular shoulder 5, which is
adapted as the sleeve is moved forward to
come in contact with the end of the pen and
push the same forward. Under this construe-
tion it will be seen that an annular socket 4
is formed for the pen between the sleeve and
the stem. The relative location and arrange-
ment of the stem, sleeve, and pin is such that
when the pin is midway between the ends of
theslot—thenormal positionof thesleeve—the
two annular shoulders will be in line and the
pen-socket is formed between the stem and
sleeve. If, however, the sleeve is moved for-
ward, assuming that a pen is in the socket,
the shoulder 4 will encumber the same, and
on the continued movement of the sleeve the
pen will be pushed forward until it is finally
ejected. If, on the other hand, the sleeve is
moved backward from its normal position, its
forward end will be caused to uncover the
pen, and the latter will be permitted to drop
from the stem.

It is to be understood that the details of my
invention may be variously modified within
reasonable limits, the essence of the invention
residing in the combination, with a stem, of a
sleeve mounted thereon to slide backward and
forward to positively eject the pen on its for-
ward movement and to permit the discharge
of the same on its rearward movement.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In apenholder, the combination, with the
stem, of the sleeve mounted thereon to slide
backward and forward,said sleeveconstructed
and arranged to positively eject the pen on its
forward movement and to permit the dis-
charge of the same on its rearward move-
ment, substantially as described.

2. In apenholder,the combination, with the
stem provided nearits forward end with a slot,
of a sleeve surrounding the stem and a trans-
verse pin fixed to the sleeve and extending
through the slot normally midway between its
ends, whereby the sleeve may be moved to the
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rear and expose the forward end of the stem
and also moved forward beyond the same.

3. In apenholder, the combination, with the
stem provided mnear its forward end with a
shoulder, of a longitudinally-sliding sleeve
mounted on said stem and provided near its
forward end with the interior shoulder, said
sleeve constructed and arranged to positively
eject the pen on its forward movement and to
permit the discharge of the same on its rear-
ward movement, substantially as deseribed.

4. In a penholder of the type herein de-
scribed, the combination, with the stem hav-
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ing its forward end reduced to form an annu-
lar shoulder, of the sleeve mounted on said 13
stem to slide backward and forward, said
sleeve enlarged interiorly nearits forward end
to form an annular shoulder, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 2o
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE McELW AIN.
Witnesses:
HARRY COoBB KENNEDY,
Or10 LLUEBKERT.




