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To all whom it may conceriv:

Beitknown thatI, HOMER WISE,a citizen of
the United States, and a resident of Flushing,
in the county of Queens and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Vouchers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Th]S invention relates to vouchers; and its
main object is to prov1de a voucher embody-
ing means for containing the usual bills or
statements, account memoranda and other
papers relating to an aceount or accounts to
which the voucher corresponds. .

As is well known, the various bills, thonthly
statements, charge memoranda, &c., relating
to a single acecount, even when the latterisa
small one for which but few papers are re-
quired, are usually of varying sizes, both as
to the lengih and as to the width thereof, and
the printing on the bills or other memoranda
of account sometimes runs the long way and
sometimes the shoit way of the sheet, the re-
sult being that when a large number of these
Papers are assembled they form an irregular
group the different elements of which have
generally been formed into a regular group
by pasting them on blank sheets of a uniform
maximum size and afterward pinning or oth-
érwise attaching these separate sheets to the
voucher. Tms system of keeping the papers
of one or more accounts together is incon-
venient, increases the space oecupied by the
papers, and involves a great deal of extra la-
bor in bringing all of the papers. to a uni-
form sizé. My present invention is espe-
cially designed and intended to provide a

. means for overcoming these disadvantages
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and assembling the papers relating to one or
more accounts without unnecessary work
and without cumbering the file with extra
papers, such as the uniform blank sheets to
which these account-papers have ordinarily
been attached. Allof theseresultsTaccom-
plish by forming a voucher having a ‘con-
nected portion constituting a pockeb in which
all of the papers relating to the account may
be kept in exaetly the condition in which
they are received, thus dispensing with the
use of uniform blanks or backing-sheets and

the labor incident to the pasting of the pa-
pers thereto.

In the drawings aceompanymo this speci-
fication and f01m1n<r part of the application,
Figure 1 is a front view of an unfolded
voucher embodying my present invention.

or envelop portion of the voucher folded un-
der the flap portion thereof. Fig. 3 isa rear
view of the voucher shown in EW 1. Tig. 4

'is a’front view of a modified foun of voucher
embodying myinvention. Fig. 5is a similar
view illustrating another modification.

Similar characters designate like parts in
the different figures of the drawings.

I consider within the scope of ‘my inven-
tion any voucher so formed as to constitute
a combined voucher and pocket or envelop;
but I prefer to make use of a voucher having
a connected flap and pocket, the flap be1n<r
preferably at one side and the pocket at the
other side of a fold-line, the usual construc-
tion being that in which a flap and a pocket
are connected along a substantlally central
fold-line.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3, V illustrates one form
of VOHChel embodymv my invention. Ifcon-
sists of an approximately rectangular sheet v,
constituting the voucher proper, and a con-
nected portion p at one edge thereof and com-
bined therewith in sueh a manneras to form
a pocket 5, in which all of the various bills,
memoranda, &e., relating to the account may
be kept. This portion p may be shaped and
connected to the sheet v in any desired man-
ner to form the space 5; butI prefer to make
a combined voucher and pocket from a single
sheet of material, usnally paper, having side
andend tabsorflaps, suchas6,7,and 7/, folded
over aceording to the usual mode of forming
an envelop from an envelop-blank. Thesheet
v preferably constitutes the voucher proper
and may have printed thereon the usual
voucher formula or account- classifying head-

ings, the printing beginning in this case on
the front of that part 8 of the sheet which
forms one side of the pocket and ending on
the front of the part 9, forming in this case

a ﬂap which ean be folded over the back por-

Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating the pocket.
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tion of the voucher along the fold-line 10,
which, it will be seen, is in this case the cen-
tral longitudinal line of the sheet v. Thus
all of the items of expense noted on the va-
rious papers contained in the pocket 5 and
relating to the account are in plain view on
the outside of the envelop-voucher and can
be readily referred to without removing the
papers themselves from the envelop.

An important feature of my invention is
the provision in conneetion with the voucher
and its pocket of a receipt covering the ac-
count to which the papers of the voucher
itself relate. This receipt is preferably dis-
posed at the opposite side of the sheet v from
that which carries the voucher formula and
will usually have the fold-line of the voucher
at one edge thereof—in this case at the lower
side of the receipt. A suitable form of re-
ceipt is shown herein and is indicated by 7,
it being in this case printed on one side of
the flap f of the combined voucher and en-
velop. Hence my invention is a combined
voucher and receipt having a pocket or en-
velop the last of which serves to hold all of
the papers of the account, the first to contain
all of the individual items of the account,

. and the second to preserve as a part of the
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final and permanent record of the acecount
associated with all the papers relating there-
to a receipt in full discharge of the balance
due as disclosed by the voucher and the pa-
pers contained in the pocket 5.

In Fig. 4 T have illustrated a modification
of the invention in which the flap of my im-
proved voucher is formed, as shown at 7',
with corners somewhat rounded, and this
voucher; which is designated by V', may, if
desired, be made of very strong paper or paper
and cloth to receive the many papers of a
large account. This type of voucher forms
a very strong filing -envelop, which may be
filled with papers and afterward have the flap
fastened to the body of the voucher in some
suitable manner, as by means of a tape or
string 15, secured to the voucher at some suit-
able point and tied, as indicated at 15'. :

The vouchers hereinbefore described open
at the long sides thereof; but in many cases
it may be found preferable to make use of en-
velop vouchers or files which open at the end,
agshown, for example,in Fig.5,in which T have
illustrated a voucher V", the fold-line of which
is shown at 10" and is transverse to the long
side of the voucher. IHere the connected por-
tion p”, which is attached to the main sheet
of the voucher and forms therewith a pocket,
is shaped in a different manner from the cor-

- responding portions of the vouchers shown
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in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive; but it codperates
with the voucher-sheet and with a receipt
(not-shown) in substantially the same way.
Here the flap /"' need not extend the full
length of the pocket of the voucher, but is
preferably considerably shorter and is nar-
rowed at its end in such a manner as to per-
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mit it to be passed through a slit 16 in the

part p”’, and thus close the file. The placing
of the printed matter of the voucher formula
is analogous in this modification to the posi-
tionings shown in the other views.
Whatever may be the form of myimproved
voucher, it constitutes in all cases a recepta-
cle in which ali of the papers may be kept,
and as the vouchers when folded and filled
with papers will all be of uniform size it will
be evident that they can be filed away in the
ordinary manner in filing-cabinets for refer-
ence, the uniform manner in which they are
backed with the voucher formula facilitating
this. !
I am aware that envelops and files of vari-
ous shapes and sizes have printed thereon
various formulse for many purposes and that
some of these when so printed form combina-
tion articles of each of which a pocket is an
important elemeént; but I am not aware that
any of the articles so formed is intended for
or is capable of use as a voucher,; and my in-

_vention is limited strictly to the one specific

article known as a ““voucher” and used espe-
cially by bookkeepers as a means for classi-
fying under the appropriate headings the vas
rious accounts to which the expenses and
other disbursements of a business-house are
properly chargeable, the essential difference
between my envelop-voucher and vouchers
of the ordinary type being that the envelop-
voucher is especially adapted for holding the
bills containing theitems making up the totals
of the account or accounts indicated on the
voucher to which such items are chargeable:

What I elaim is—

1. An envelop-voucher adapted to contain
a plurality of bills or statements of account,
and comprising two parts one of which is a
voucher proper having a column of account-
classifying headings indicating expenseitems
of different natures to which headings the
items of said bills or statements are charge-
able, and the other of which is a connected
portion forming with said voucher an envelop
or pocket, ) o

2. The combination with a combined
voucher and receipt the voucher portion of
which has a column of account-classifying
headings indicating expense items of differ-
ent natures, of a connected portion forming
therewith. an envelop or pocket, said con-
nected elements constituting an envelop-
voucher.

3. The combination with a ecombined
voucher and receipt having a fold-line at one
edge of the receipt and the voucher portion
of which has a column of account-classifying
headings indicating expense items of differ-
ent natures, of a connected portion at the
other side of said fold-line and forming with
the combined voucher and receipt an envelop
or pocket, said connected elements constitut-
ing an envelop-voucher.

4, The combination with a combined
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youcher and receipt having the voucher and
the receipt at opposite sides thereof ard also
having a fold-line at one edge of the receipt,

said voucher portion having a column of ac-

count - classifying headings indicating ex-
pense items of different natures, of a con-
nected portion located, at the other side of
said fold-line and forming with the combined
voucher and receipt an envelop or pocket,

said connected elements constituting an en- 10
velop-voucher.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 30th day

of April, A. D. 1801.
HOMER WISE,
Witnesses:,
ALBERT H. WALKER,
A. C. JOPLING.




