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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEWISMERRILL, of the 

city and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn 
Sylvania, have invented an Improvement in 
Hopples, of which the following is a specifica 
tion : 
My invention relates to hopples or side lines 

used for preventing a horse from straying by 
fettering two of its legs together; and the ob 
ject of my invention is to make a light hopple, 
which can be packed away in a small compass, 
and which can be readily applied to and removed 
from a horse's legs, and will not injure the 
latter-an object which I attain by combining 
severed rings A A', of leather or other suita 
ble material, with a cord, B, substantially as 
shown in the perspective view, Figure 2, of 
the accompanying drawing. Each of the sev. 
ered rings A and A is rounded transversely, 
so that it cannot cut or abrade the horse's legs, 
and on the outside it is made hollow, so as to 
present a continuous groove for receiving the 
cord, Which is retained in its place by straps 
at (t, riveted or stitched to the ring, or by eyes 
bb, keyed to the same. 1. W 
To apply the hopple, one of the severed rings 

is adjusted to the horse's leg above the hoof, 
and the COrdB is then passed through the eyes 
b b, and knotted at d to an eye or loop secured 
to or formed on the end of the cord. The other 
Severed ring A' is then adjusted to another leg 
of the horse, and the cord B passed through 
the eyes at a, and knotted through a loop, e, 
as fully illustrated in Fig. 2, the knots being 
so made, both at d and e, that they will be tight 
ened by stretching the cord. The surplus end 
of the cord B is knotted at f, in any suitable 
manner. Fig. 2 illustrates the condition of 
the hopple when applied to the legs of a horse, 
as shown in Fig. 1. 

The hopple has been more especially de 
signed for the use of cavalry regiments whose 
duties call them to distant points where it be 
comes necessary to camp out, and where the 
horses are permitted to graze under the proper 
restrictions which hopples insure. In connec 
tion with cavalry use, my improved hopple 
possesses the advantages of being light and 
easily disposed of without encumbering the 
soldier; and I prefer to make the cord detach 
able, in the manner described, so that when 
the hopple is not in use the cord, when de 
tached from the rings, is available as a halter 
shank, and may be employed for other useful 
purposes. 
The cord, however, may, if desired, be per 

manently connected to the severed rings, but 
always in such a manner as to embrace the 
same, so that the tensile strains to which the 
hopple is subjected may be resisted solely by 
the cord, the rings Serving simply as mediums 
for preventing the cord from injuring the 
horse's legs. 
A leather strap or a flexible wire cord may 

be used for connecting the severed rings to 
gether. 

I claim as my invention 
A hopple composed of the severed rings A 

A? and cord or strap B, embracing the rings, 
all substantially as and for the purpose herein 
Set forth. 
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

LEWIS MERRILL, 

Witnesses: 
WM. A. STEEL, 
HARRY SMITH, 


