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This invention relates to. containers and more
particularly to packages of the type adapted for
use in packaging and dispensing garden seeds,
powders and similar commodities.

One of the objects of ‘the present invention
is to provide a package of the .above type having
a dispensing or pouring spout combined there-
with in a novel manner.

Another cobject of the invention is to. proyvide
a package which is novelly equipped with a pour-
ing spout. or trough so as to make it possible
for the user to exercise better control over the
flow of a commodity, such as garden seeds for
example, from ‘the package, thereby making it
easier to. effect accurate sowing of seeds.

Still ancther object is to provide means noyelly
combined with an envelope for seeds or the like
which will function to hdld the opened end of
the enveélope in opened position so as to Tacili-
tate the proper flow.of the contents therefrom.

A further object is 1o provide.such a package
which may be readily and ‘inexpensivély fabri-
cated from a minimum number 0of parts and
which may be easily .and readily .opened for .dis-
pensing the contents.

The .above .and further cobjects and novel fea-
tures of the .invention will mare fully appear
frem: the :following .detail description when the
same is read in .connection wich the:aceompany-
ing drawings.

of :illustration only .and are not intended as :a
definition -of the limits of the invention.

‘In the -drawings, wherein like reference-chax-
acters refer-to like parts througheut .the several
views:

Fig. 11:s a development of a composite blank
from which one form of package embodying the
invention may be constructed;

Fig, 2 issa-front:elevation view showing a com-
pleted package made from the blank of Fig. 1;
and

TFig. .3 shows the package and jpouring spout
opened for dispensing ‘the ‘contents.

"The-$ingle embodiment of the invention .illus-
trated .in the drawings, by way of example, in-
¢ludes an enveélope type of package made ‘from
g single folded blank of material and adapted
for use in packaging seeds, powdered and granu-
lar products, and the like. In the interest of
brevity, the package will be hereinafter described,
but not by way of limitation, as a seed envelope,
this being one practical use to which the inven-
tion has been put.

In the exemplary form shown in Fig. 1, the

It is to be expressly understood,
however, -that .the drawings. are for the purpose

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

b6

2

novel ecomposite blank from which the package
of the invention may be constructed, and which
constitutes a part of the -invention, ecomprises
a sheet or blank I9-to which is seeured a -small
patch or piece of sheet material . Blank: 190
may be made of paper, cellophane, or other com-
parable, similar or equivalent sheet ‘materials
which are flexible and foldable. The major por-
tion of said ‘blank is -divided approximately in
half by .a fold or score line 12 along which the
blank ‘may be folded ‘to form one edge of the
package and the two faces or sides {4 and 4H
thereof. Two, end flaps 16, 17 and a side flap
18 are provided for closing the ends and the edge
of the package opposite fold 12. These flaps
and/or the surfaces of sides 14, 15 engagzeable
thereby may be coated with any suitable adhgésive
which may be of any suitable known type, such
as ‘heat activated, solvent activated, pressure
sensitive, etc. Thelines 19,28 and 2{ along which
the flaps are to.be folded may be scored to facili-
tate folding if this is necessary or desirable.

The thin patch or piece f {, which. is to congti-
tute the novel pouring spout or lip of the con-
templated. package, is secured to blank 19 astride
the fold’line 42. For a purpose which will here-
inafter appear, one end of pabtch (! is tapered
or .rounded from, .each side edge thereof toward
the middle.over line 12, Said tapered or rounded
end preferably terminates adiacent the upper
edge .of the portion of blank (8 which makes up
the.side faces £4, 45. The patch 1 is preferably,
theough not necessarily, made.of ¢lear or ftrans-
parent sheet plastic material, .of which there
are many kinds. -available, or :a comparable -er
equivalent material having a stifiness-and.ability
to ‘hold -its shape which exceed the correspond-
ing properties of the blank 8. A winyl type
plastichas-been found very-suitable. The blanks
19 :and ‘il 1may be secured -together by :a :suitable.
adhesive .or :if ithe ‘nature of the materials. used
permit «it, the ;same may be secured together Hy
the application:afheat.and:pressure:or-any ather
known ‘msthod of sealing.

In order to ‘make ‘it «easy to-open the package
in-a desired-manner rélative tothe:pouring spout
or'lip and te:thus induce preper use:-of :the pack-
age by ‘the 'experienced -and inexperienced alike,
blank {0 is preferably scored or perforated to
provide a tear line 22. As shown, this line ex-
tends across fold lines 12 and 21 adjacent the
upper edge of blank {0 and is also preferably
straddled by spout member {{. It is also pre-
ferred that only that portion of member {1 which
extends below the tear line, as viewed in Fig. 1,
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be secured to the side forming portions 14, {5
of blank 8.

In order to form the container or package from. -

the composite blank 18, {{ described above, the
same is folded along fold line {2 to form the two
opposed sides or faces {4, {5 of the container.
Side flap {8 and bottom flap 18 or top flap 7
are then folded over along lines 21 and 19 or
29, respectively, and adhesively secured to side
or face 14 in the manner illustrated in Fig. 2.
After the contents have been inserted, the un-
sealed top or bottom flange, as the case may
be, is folded into engagement with side {4, there-
by completing the package with the pouring spout
as an integral and protected pari thereof. -

When it is desired to use the contents, such as
garden seeds, the end of the package is torn
off at the tear line 22. This leaves a portion
of the folded member I{ projecting from the
opened end of the package to form a relatively
rigid pouring spout as seen in Fig. 3. The plas-
tic or similar material from which the spout is
made may be such that the sides of the spout
will tend to spring apart and thereby hold the
end edges of the package in separated or open
position to insure an adequate trough for the
easy and uniform flow of the seeds or other com-
modity. If the sides of the pouring spout do
not separate automatically when the tip end of
the package is torn off, the user may spread the
sides of the spout with his finger and they will
remain in that position during use. Inasmuch
as the spout extends outside the container the
seeds or other commodity being dispensed come
into. the view of the user before falling out of
the spout so that he can exercise better control
of the flow thersof. The sheet material from
which the member 1! is made should be suffi-
ciently thin to avoid any appreciable interfer-
ence with the flow of the seeds from the en-
velope info the pouring spout.

There is thus provided a novel package hav-
ing a self-contained pouring spout making the
same especially adapted for use in packaging and
dispensing garden seeds, and like commodities.
A package is provided from which seeds, for ex-
ample, may be readily and easily dispensed uni-
formly and freely, the pouring spout being so
located as to afford efficient control of the flow
by the user. Additionally, the construction is

such that the pouring spout, although mounted °

in position for immediate use upon opening of
the package, is completely enclosed and con-
cealed so as not to interfere with the handling,
boxing and storing of the packages beiore or
after a commodity is placed therein. The im-
portant advantages of a pouring spout are thus
attained at very small cost in an inexpensive,
expendable container.

Although only a limited number of embodi-
ments of the invention are herein described and
suggested, it is to be expressly understood that
the invention is not limited thereto. For ex-
ample, the tear line 22 need not extend entirely
across the end of the package but may be so
directed as to induce the user to open only a
corner of the package around the projecting end
of the pouring trough. Various changes may
also be made in the specific shapes and sizes of
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4
the parts as well as in the materials suggested
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as it will now be understood by
those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. An article of the class described compris-
ing a substantially flat two-sided package made
from a single blank of flexible material, such as
paper, and having a periphery consisting of four
edges each consisting of a single fold, and a V-
shaped pouring trough within said package at
one corner thereof, the bottom edge of the trough
being adjacent one edge fold of the package and
the side faces of said package being scored to
provide a tear line across said one edge fold and

edges of said trough, the sides of the latter being
adhesively secured to the inner surfaces of the
side faces of the package at one side only of
said tear line.

2. A composite blank for making a package
comprising a sheet of foldable material, such as
paper, having a major portion thereof foldable
along a single fold line to form opposite sides
of a substantially flat package and flaps on three
edges each secured to one of said sides and fold-
able into overlapping relation with the other of
said sides, and a patch of bendable sheet ma-
terial overlying only a comparatively small area
of the sheet astradle said fold line and secured
to said sheet adjacent one edge thereof, said
sheet being scored to provide a tear line extend-
ing across said fold line and across and beyond
opposite edges of said patch, the latter being
secured to said sheet only on the side of said
tear line remote from the adjacent edge of said
sheet. )

3. A composite blank as defined in claim 2
wherein said patch is made of semi-rigid plastic
material. ) )

4. A composite blank as defined in claim 2 em-
bodying one side flap and two end flaps.

5. An article of manufacture comprising a
substantially flat, two-sided rectangular package
of flexible sheet material, the peripheral edges
of said package being formed by folds in said
sheet material, and a dispensing spout mounted
within said package, said spout consisting solely
of a semi-rigid blank of sheet material having
a single fold therein adjacent to and internally
of a peripheral edge fold of said package, one
end of the fold in said blank being at one corner
of the package, the sides of said spout being ad-
hesively secured to the gides of said package
and the length and width of said spout being
small in comparison to the corresponding di-
mensions of the package. ’
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